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A Kind of Magic



		His parents led him through the streets of their neighbourhood on the islands of Zanzibar, off the east coast of Africa. At the harbour, ships from all over the world bobbed in the bright blue sea.
His father pointed at one ship that was bigger than the rest. “That’s the one you will be going on!” he said.
Farrokh didn’t want to leave his family. The boy did his best to put on a brave face, but as he hugged his mother and his father and his little sister Kashmira goodbye, he felt his eyes filling with tears.
The voyage to India took ten long days, and Farrokh was miserable the whole time. The movement of the ship made him seasick, and the food they served in the dining hall was bland compared to the spicy lentils and mutton his mother made!
The ship finally docked at Bombay, the biggest and busiest city in India! Farrokh felt overwhelmed – he had never been away from home before…



		S ome kids walk to school, while others catch a bus or take the train. But in 1954, eight-year-old Farrokh had to get on a ship to go to his new school!
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He caught a train that rattled and jolted its way out of the dusty city and into the lush green hills. He couldn’t help thinking that he was getting further away from his family with every mile…
What would it be like at his new school? He worried about this for the whole journey. He was also anxious that the other pupils might make fun of his teeth. Would anybody want to be his friend?
After a bone-shaking journey, he and nineteen other new students found themselves at the gates of St Peter’s School in Panchgani.It looked very nice, with red-roofed buildings surrounded by beautiful green gardens.
Above the gate was the school’s symbol – a bird rising out of the flames. Farrokh knew that it was
the mythical phoenix, which was reborn out of a fire. He felt inspired by the wonderful creature!
The teachers welcomed the students in and showed them their dormitory. That night, the boy couldn’t get to sleep because he missed his family so much...
Farrokh didn’t realise that many of the other boys felt just as lonely as he did! He eventually plucked up the courage to start chatting with the other pupils, covering his teeth with his hand. He soon made some new friends!
His teachers believed that the best way to help students who were homesick was to distract them with sports and activities. Farrokh tried boxing and chess and ping pong – and discovered that he was good at all of them. He also loved to win!
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Then there were drama classes! Though Farrokh felt nervous when talking to others, it was different when he stepped onto the stage. The boy loved putting on costumes and swaggering around like royalty!
Even better than drama, though, was music!
The students had to take part in choir practice, and that was when the music teacher noticed that Farrokh had an extraordinary voice. He hit every note perfectly!
“I think you should have piano lessons!” the music teacher told him.
His tutor taught him about jazz and classical music, which were wonderful to listen to.
When Farrokh was twelve, his friends told him about a new kind of music from Britain and America.
“It’s called rock’n’roll!” whispered Derrick. “The headmaster says it’s a bad influence and told us we shouldn’t listen to it…”
Bruce showed him a black-and-white picture cut out of a magazine. It was of a handsome man with an impossibly cool haircut standing on his toes as he sang with his eyes closed.
“That guy’s called Elvis! The government wants to ban him because he makes his fans go crazy. He’s the greatest music star in the world!”
This sounded exciting to Farrokh – the shy boy liked the idea of people going crazy for him, too!
He and four of his friends sneaked into the teachers’ lounge one night. They gathered around the radio and switched it on...
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A loud blast of static hurt their ears!
“Turn it down!” hissed Victory.
Derrick twiddled the volume knob and then tried to tune the radio. They heard bits of news, an Indian love song, and then…
There was a rolling drum beat, a loud guitar, and a bouncing piano rhythm that made Farrokh want to get up and dance. It was the most exciting thing in the world!
He and his friends listened to several rock’n’roll songs before sneaking back to the dormitory. They were too thrilled to sleep!
“We should form a band!” Bruce whispered. “I’ll be the singer!”
“I have a guitar!” Derrick said.
“I’ll do the drumming!” Victory decided. “Farrokh, you can play the piano!”
“But how do we work out the songs?” asked Farang.
“Don’t worry!” Farrokh whispered. “I memorised them all!”
The next evening, the five friends met up in the music room. Farrokh sat at the battered old piano.
“Okay,” Bruce said, “how do we start making music?”
Farrokh played some chords in a rock’n’roll rhythm.
“How did you know how to play that?” asked Victory in amazement. ”Have you learned it before?”
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Farrokh smiled. “No, I only need to hear a song once to play it!”
He taught his friends the tunes. None of the others were as good as Farrokh, but they made up for it with enthusiasm!
From that day on, the five boys practiced as often as they could. The music teacher found a drum kit for Victory to play, and Farang made a bass out of a tea chest, a stick and a piece of string.
After a few weeks, they had worked out how to play a dozen songs.
“We should do a show!” Bruce said.
“But we’ll need a cool name!” Derrick added. “Something exciting!”
“I have the perfect one!” said Farrokh with a smile.
The school fête was a big event at St Peter’s, with lots of different activities – but the teachers were puzzled when Farrokh and his friends set up their instruments on a makeshift stage in the school grounds… Their hair was combed into tall quiffs, and they were wearing matching white shirts instead of school uniforms!
The kids in the crowd came forward, curious about what was going on.
Bruce coughed nervously into the microphone and declared, “We’re the Hectics!”
He yelled the first line of a song to the sound of Farrokh’s pounding piano.
“One, two, three o’clock, four o’clock, ROCK!”
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		When Farrokh Bulsara left St Peter’s School, he went back to Zanzibar. However, the Bulsaras had to flee when a revolution broke out in 1964.
The family moved to London. Farrokh studied art there before deciding that playing music was much more exciting.
He joined a band called Smile, and adopted the name ‘Freddie Mercury’. He also convinced the other members to change the group’s name to ‘Queen’.
With Freddie as lead singer and pianist, Queen became hugely successful. Their music combined many different influences and was incredibly popular. The group scored more than 50 top 40 singles in the UK, and Freddie Mercury became famous as one of the most talented and exciting singers in popular music.
Their legendary performance at Wembley Stadium during the 1985 Live Aid concert was watched by a crowd of 70,000 and a TV audience of about 1.9 billion people.
Freddie passed away in 1991, but he is remembered as one of the most exceptional performers in rock’n’roll history.



		What happened next...



		Victory, Derrick and Farang joined in, bashing away at their instruments. The kids in the crowd cheered as the music washed over them.
Farrokh’s hands danced over the keyboard as he stared at the excited audience. A thrill ran through him!
Bruce yelled out to the crowd.
“Give a big hand to the king of the piano – Farrokh Bulsara!”
The kids clapped, yelled and whistled.
Farrokh took the microphone. Playing music made him feel alive – as if a flame was burning inside him. It was a kind of magic! He grinned, no longer trying to hide his teeth.
“Thank you – but now you can call me ‘Freddie!’”
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