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L  ong ago in Ancient Rome, twin brothers were born to a princess called Rhea Silvia, and their father was Mars – the god of war.



		It should have been a happy time, but Rhea Silvia’s wicked uncle Amulius had stolen her father King Numitor’s throne and made himself king. When he met the twins, Amulius feared they would one day overthrow him, so he locked up Princess Rhea Silvia and ordered a guard to kill the babies.
But the guard couldn’t bear to harm two innocent children and he didn’t want to wrong the god of war, so he put the babies in a basket and placed them on the river Tiber, hoping it would carry them to safety. The river swept the twins along, but when the water began to toss and churn, the babies cried with fear. Tiberinus, the god of rivers, heard their wailing.
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He used his powers to calm the water, then lifted the basket and placed it on the riverbank, under a sacred fig tree in the shadow of Palatine Hill.
Later that day, a she-wolf found the two boys and, longing for cubs of her own, she fed and reared the babies, with the help of a woodpecker, who brought them nuts and berries to eat.
Soon after, a shepherd found the boys living in the wild. He took them home and raised them as his own sons. He named them Romulus and Remus, and the boys grew up to be hard-working shepherds, just like their father.
One day, Romulus and Remus were in their pasture when a troop of King
Amulius’s soldiers came by. They were hungry and bad-tempered.
“We are the king’s guard and we insist that you hand over your flock to us!” they demanded.
But Romulus and Remus refused. “These sheep belong to our family. They are our livelihood and we will starve without them.”
But the guards didn’t listen. They trampled over the pasture and tried to drag the sheep away.
Romulus and Remus only had wooden crooks, but they fought the soldiers bravely. However, they were greatly outnumbered and, in their battle, the soldiers captured Remus and took him to the king’s jail.
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Remus was sure to be put to death, so Romulus called a meeting of all the shepherds in the area.
“We have to make a stand,” cried Romulus. “The king cannot just take what he wants and leave us all to starve!”
The other shepherds agreed and, with Romulus as their leader, they stormed King Amulius’s palace. The king had no idea that the two brothers were the babies he had mercilessly left to die – and the twins weren’t aware that the king was their uncle.
Remus was freed and, in the clash of swords, King Amulius was killed. Everyone rejoiced and the people asked Romulus and Remus to be their new rulers.
“No, King Numitor should take his rightful place on the throne,” said the brothers, not realising he was their grandfather.
Though they had turned down the chance to become kings, their success in battle had fired them up. They realised that they could be more than shepherds, so they set off to found their own new city, which they would rule together.
Their journey led them back to the place where they were found by the she-wolf – Palatine Hill.
“Perfect!” said Romulus. “The river Tiber is close by, and we can look out for enemies. Palatine Hill is where we should build our city.”
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But for the first time ever in their lives, Remus disagreed with his brother. “No, brother,” said Remus. “We are too far from the river here. The Aventine Hill over there is much better and it’s even bigger. The soil is richer there too. We should build our city there.”
Romulus wasn’t convinced and soon the brothers began to argue bitterly.
At last, Remus said, “If we can’t agree, then let’s ask the gods to decide for us. I will stand on Aventine Hill and you can stand on Palatine Hill and we will ask for a sign. He who sees a sign first wins the argument.”
Romulus agreed and the brothers set off for the two hills. They asked the gods for a sign and waited patiently.
Soon enough, Remus saw six glorious golden eagles circling above him. He ran towards Romulus to tell him the
news but, as he approached, twelve golden eagles appeared in the sky above Palatine Hill.
“I am the winner,” smiled Romulus. “Twelve golden eagles, see?”
“No, I am the winner,” said Remus, “I saw six golden eagles before you saw twelve. They came to me first, so we’ll build our city on Aventine Hill.”
“You’re wrong, brother,” said Romulus. “I win by six birds. I saw more than you. This is where we build our city.”
The brothers quarrelled for many hours, but they could not reach an agreement. Eventually, Remus was so furious, he stormed off.
Wasting no time, Romulus set to work on building his city. He began to dig trenches around the foot of Palatine Hill, working all through the night.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
When Remus returned the next day, he was shocked to see that Romulus had already hired many labourers to help him, and he had begun to build a city wall.
Greatly hurt and angered, Remus began to mock his brother. “Is that it?” he said. “A silly little wall for a silly little city!” Remus kept insulting Romulus’s work until his brother struggled to contain his rage.
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In Roman mythology, after many years of rule, Romulus suddenly disappeared. Some people believe he was swept up in a whirlwind, which took him to the home of the gods. Meanwhile, his mother, Rhea Silvia, was freed when King Numitor was restored to power, and she married Tiberinus – the river god who saved her sons!
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		Romulus held his tongue and walked away, but Remus was not about to give up. He jumped over the city wall and followed Romulus, continuing to poke fun at his plans. When Romulus could take no more, he swung round and the brothers began to fight.
In a blind rage, Romulus ran his sword into Remus, who instantly fell to the ground, fatally wounded. Romulus was devastated. In the heat of the moment, he had killed his brother.
After the death of Remus, Romulus grieved for a long time. He never forgave himself for harming the twin brother who was also his best friend.
To take his mind off his loss, he built his city and named it Rome after himself – and he buried Remus there.
Romulus went on to become a great and powerful king, and over the years Rome grew so large that it eventually included Aventine Hill, where Remus had wanted to found the city, as well as five other hills. Today, these are known as the ‘Seven Hills of Rome’.
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  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
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      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
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      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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