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L ong before the time of mighty Hercules, there was another great Greek hero. You might not have heard of him. His name was Bellerophon and he was the son of Poseidon – the powerful god of the sea.



		Though Bellerophon was brave and honest, he often had bad luck. First, his brother died and, then, when he visited the court of King Proetus in Argos, the king’s wife fell in love with him. When the handsome young hero rejected her, she was so offended, she told lies about him to the king! The king believed her and threatened to take Bellerophon’s life unless he agreed to slay the deadliest monster of all – a fire-breathing horror known as the Chimera.
The Chimera had the tail of a dragon and three heads – one of a lion, one of a goat and one of a serpent. It also breathed red-hot flames. It lived in the mountains of Lycia, where it terrorised people and animals. Everyone lived in fear of this terrible beast.
Courageous Bellerophon wasn’t afraid, but he knew that to succeed in this difficult task, he would need a special weapon.
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He went to see the oracle, Polyidus, for advice. Wise Polyidus told him that with the help of the winged horse, Pegasus, he could beat the Chimera.
“So Pegasus really does exist!” said Bellerophon. He had heard many tales about this magnificent creature, but he had never believed them.
“Indeed,” said the oracle. “Pegasus sprang from the head of Medusa when Perseus defeated her. He is every bit as wondrous as you have heard. Once, when he landed on Mount Helicon, a fountain sprang from his foot, which
has the sweetest and most delicious water in the world. Legend has it that Pegasus often drinks there.”
“But how can I win this magical creature’s trust?” asked Bellerophon.
“You will need help, young man,” said Polyidus. “Take some gifts to the temple of the goddess Athena. She may speak to you in your dreams.”
Bellerophon left for Athena’s temple, armed with many gifts. He knelt at the altar and, in his prayers, shared his desire to catch Pegasus. Then he fell asleep on the temple floor.
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The goddess Athena came to him in his dreams, just as he had hoped.
“Brave hero,” she said. “This will lure the winged wonder that you so long for.” And she held out a spectacular bridle made from pure gold, and adorned with exquisite embroidery.
When Bellerophon woke at dawn, he was astonished to find the golden bridle by his side – it was no dream; Athena really had visited him! Filled with confidence, he set off to find the famed fountain of Mount Helicon, hoping that Pegasus would be there.
When he arrived, Bellerophon knew at once that this was a magical place. The grass was lusher and greener than any he had ever seen before. Around the fountain, there was a carpet of sweet-scented wild flowers in every colour of the rainbow, and the water itself sparkled like a million crystals.
Bellerophon found a good hiding place and waited for Pegasus. Several days and nights passed, with the hero often mistaking a rustle of leaves for a rush of wings or the splash of the fountain for the sound of a hoof. But he didn’t give up. He was patient.
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At last, one night, when the full moon was shining brightly, Bellerophon was stunned to see Pegasus land next to the fountain. The horse’s silvery wings seemed to radiate moonlight and his body was muscular and powerful, yet had all the elegance of a swan.
Bellerophon rose slowly and walked towards the fountain, where Pegasus sipped. When the magical horse saw him, he let out a nervous whinny and stepped backwards, but Bellerophon held out the golden bridle to him.
Pegasus looked at the bridle with great curiosity and took a step
towards it, and then another step, and another. To Bellerophon’s surprise, the winged horse slipped his head straight into the bridle. He had been charmed by its powers!
Bellerophon stroked the horse’s mane. “Pegasus, my beautiful steed, will you let me ride you and help me to defeat the Chimera?”
Pegasus neighed in reply. Bellerophon mounted him, and they soared away into the night sky, climbing higher and higher until Bellerophon felt he could touch the stars. Excited by the journey ahead, he cried:
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“To Lycia, home
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of the Chimera!”
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Pegasus effortlessly changed direction, speeding towards their destination as swiftly as an arrow in flight.
They spotted the Chimera’s searing flames long before they spotted the beast itself. In the dead of night, it had invaded a mountain village in Lycia, burning many homes to ashes. Men, women and children were grabbing anything they could to fight off the monster and save themselves.
The Chimera was looming over a young boy and about to lunge at him,
when Bellerophon cried out, “Now, Pegasus! Now!”
The miraculous winged horse didn’t hesitate for a second. It plummeted through the air towards their ferocious fire-breathing enemy.
When they were just an arm’s length away from the monster, Bellerophon pulled out his spear. Narrowly missing a jet of searing hot flames, he plunged the spear into the Chimera’s heart, dealing it a fatal wound.
Pegasus landed safely and the young boy scrambled out of the way just in time, as the three horrible heads of the Chimera came crashing to the ground.
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Its flames and its reign of terror were extinguished forever. The beast was dead and the people of Lycia were safe at last!
Triumphant, Bellerophon rode Pegasus all the way back to Argos to tell King Proetus the news.
The king forgave him, and declared him the bravest adventurer he had ever met. Bellerophon stayed at the court and took on even more heroic quests, before eventually marrying the king’s daughter.
Pegasus, however, flew to Mount Olympus, where he was welcomed by the gods and treated with the greatest respect and care. He was considered to be the most important of all the magical creatures they owned.
The ruler of the gods, Zeus, valued Pegasus so highly that he gave the winged horse the job of carrying his thunder and lightning for him. So if you ever see a shimmering streak of white on a stormy night, it might just be Pegasus cantering across the sky. 
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  }
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