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N ot long after good King Arthur had been crowned ruler of England, he was travelling with the wizard Merlin when a jealous knight attacked him.



		Arthur didn’t have the sword he had previously pulled from a stone, as wise Merlin had asked him to leave it behind to remind everyone of their new king’s power. So, alas, the young king only had an old sword for battle – and his enemy was tall and strong, and highly skilled with a blade.
As the knight rained crushing blows down on Arthur, the boy fought back bravely and, though he was nimble on his feet, he wasn’t yet strong enough to see off his enemy. During the fight, Arthur’s sword was snapped in two. If it hadn’t been for Merlin stepping in and using his magic to put the knight in a deep sleep, Arthur would surely have been killed.
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His wounds were so severe, Merlin carried him to his horse and took him deep into the forest, where an old hermit used herbs and magic to help Arthur recover from his injuries.
When Arthur was healed, he thanked both the hermit and Merlin, but he was still troubled, “How can I rule over England when I don’t even own a good sword? My old sword was broken in the battle – now I have nothing to protect myself!”
Merlin thought for a while. “I think I can help, sire. Ride with me and you may soon have a special sword indeed.”
Arthur and Merlin rode for many days until they came to a great lake. It was so misty, it was almost impossible to see across to the other side.
“Be patient,” whispered Merlin, and as he stood there, the mist gradually lifted. In the centre of the lake, a pale hand emerged from the water holding a sword with a bright and dazzling blade, and a jewelled hilt. Arthur gasped.
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“Look,” said Arthur, pointing at a foggy shape that was coming towards them from across the lake. As the shape drew closer, Arthur could see it was a woman. She seemed to be gliding on the surface, and her robe looked as if it was made of water, flowing down and ending in a lacy froth of bubbles. She sparkled all over like sunlight glinting on the surface of the lake.
Arthur could not stop staring at her. As she neared them, he whispered to Merlin, “Who is she?”
“This is Nimue,” said Merlin. “She is the Lady of the Lake. When she reaches us, ask her courteously and she may give you the sword.”
Nimue reached the edge of the lake and Arthur bowed before her.
“Fair maiden, it is an honour to meet you.”
“As it is for me, King Arthur,” said Nimue in a sing-song voice.
“May I ask who owns that magnificent sword?” asked Arthur. “I have lost my weapon and would dearly love to own such a fine sword.”
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Nimue smiled at him. “That sword belongs to me, King Arthur. Step into the boat over there and you may have it.”
Arthur spotted a little rowing boat moored at the edge of the lake, which he hadn’t noticed before. He looked nervously at Merlin, and stepped into the boat.
Arthur steered it through the misty water and, as he did so, he was sure he could hear voices gently singing. When he reached the sword, he saw that it also had a scabbard, encrusted with gleaming jewels. The hand that held the sword was whiter than snow and entwined in a tangle of lily vines. When Arthur took the sword and scabbard, the hand sank slowly beneath the surface of the water. He watched it disappear, then rowed back to the edge of the lake and Merlin.
The Lady of the Lake had disappeared, and Arthur felt sad that she was gone. As he gazed at the spectacular sword and scabbard, Merlin said, “This sword is known as Excalibur and it will serve you well, but tell me, which do you like better – the sword or its scabbard?”
“The sword, of course,” said Arthur.
“Well, you would be wiser to like the scabbard. It has been enchanted by Nimue and, as long as it is with you, you will never lose a drop of blood or suffer injury.”
Arthur was amazed by his good fortune and the magical sights he had just seen. He attached the jewelled scabbard to his belt. As he looked down at Excalibur once more to admire it, he noticed it was finely engraved.
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On one side of the blade it read, ‘Take Me’ and on the other side, ‘Cast Me Away’.
“What does it mean?” asked Arthur.
“You have taken the sword, and it will now help you lead your country to greatness,” explained Merlin. “But one day, you will have to cast it away. However, that day is far away and you have much good work to do first.”
Arthur slid Excalibur into its scabbard and, for the first time since he had been proclaimed ruler of the land, he truly felt like a king. He rode away from the mysterious lake with Merlin at his side, on to his next adventure.
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In Arthurian legend, Nimue, the Lady of the Lake, lived on the isle of Avalon – a mythical island, which was once believed to be in Glastonbury, England. In another story, Merlin fell in love with Nimue and taught her all his secret magic.
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    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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