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There was once a great king of England called Uther Pendragon who, with his fair wife Igraine, ruled the land in a time of troublesome noblemen and lords.



		In the most troubled of times, they had a baby boy, who they named Arthur. The king and queen were delighted, but King Uther’s advisor, the wise old wizard, Merlin, had a vision that the young heir’s life was in danger. He urged the king to keep his son’s birth a secret and to send him away.
With a heavy heart, the king agreed, and Merlin took baby Arthur to the great knight, Sir Ector, where the child grew up as his adopted son and as half-brother to Sir Kay.
Arthur never knew that he had royal blood, and Sir Ector had no idea that he was raising the king’s son.
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Arthur grew up to be a generous, kind and valiant young man, but because he was thought to come from a lowly background, he could never be a knight like Sir Ector and Sir Kay. Instead, he served them loyally.
When Arthur was sixteen, King Uther fell ill and died. Without a known heir to replace him on the throne and lead the country, England fell into great unrest. Fighting broke out across the country as rival lords battled for the right to rule over the land.
Desperate to end the country’s turmoil,Merlin the wizard came up with a cunning plan.
In the courtyard of Westminster Abbey, Merlin placed a large marble stone. He stood an iron anvil on top of it andembedded
a magnificent enchanted sword deep inside it. Along the sword’s blade, an inscription read:
“Whoso pulleth out this sword from this stone is the rightful King of England.”
He then summoned all the lords and noblemen to London for a grand tournament and invited them to pull the sword from the stone.
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Merlin knew, of course, that Sir Ector and his son Sir Kay would come – and bring young Arthur with them.
The tournament took place on New Year’s Day, and there was jousting, feasting and dancing to look forward
to – but the thing that got everyone excited was the thought of pulling the enchanted sword from the stone and winning the throne of England.
Sir Ector and Sir Kay set out on the long ride to London, with Arthur in tow. But as they neared Westminster Abbey, Sir Kay realised that he had left his favourite sword at home.
“Fear not, brother,” said Arthur. “You will not be without your sword today. I will make sure of that!”
However, Arthur knew it would be impossible for him to ride all the way home and get back in time for the day’s events, so he set out to look for an alternative.
Before long, he spotted a sword sticking out of an anvil outside Westminster Abbey.
“Perfect!” smiled Arthur, and he clambered on top of the marble stone, gripped the hilt of the sword and slid it out of the anvil as if it were a knife in butter.
As quickly as he could, Arthur rode back to Sir Kay and presented the sword to him.
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As soon as Sir Kay saw it, he knew what it was. “Father!” he exclaimed. “I have the sword in the stone. I am the true King of England!”
But Sir Ector had been trusted with Arthur’s life for a reason – he was a wise and honest man.
“Tell me the truth, son,” he said. “Where did you get this sword?”
Sir Kay hesitated and then admitted that Arthur had given it to him.
Sir Ector turned to Arthur. “How did you get this sword, Arthur?”
“I took it from the stone outside the Abbey, sir,” said Arthur, hanging his head in shame.
“Were there any knights present at the time?” asked Sir Ector.
“No, sir.”
“And was the sword lying by the stone?”
“No, sir. I pulled it from an anvil.”
Sir Ector raised his eyebrows in disbelief.
“Show me how you did it, Arthur.”
So Arthur led Sir Ector and Sir Kay back to the marble stone, where Sir Ector plunged the sword back into the anvil. Quite a crowd had gathered by now, as someone had noticed that the sword was missing.
To test his strength, Sir Ector pulled and tugged at the sword with all his might, but it could not be moved.
Sir Kay stepped forward and tried his luck too but, for all his heaving and wrenching, the sword wouldn’t budge.
At last, Arthur came forward and, once more, he gripped the sword and it slid from the stone without anyeffort at all.
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At this, the crowd gasped and Sir Ector and Sir Kay fell to their knees before the bewildered young lad.
“What are you doing, Father?” asked Arthur, feeling confused.
“We are bowing before the one true king of England, sire,” said Sir Ector. “Only the true king can pull the enchanted sword from the stone.”
As Arthur read the sword’s inscription for the first time, Sir Ector explained that he had never known the identity of Arthur’s real father. Just then, Merlin the wizard pushed his way through the heaving crowd to stand by Arthur.
“All hail the only son of King Uther Pendragon!” cried Merlin, raising Arthur’s hand and the enchanted sword in the air.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“All hail King Arthur!” shouted Sir Ector, and the crowd cheered wildly for their new king.
And so, in an instant, Arthur’s life changed completely and, a few days later, he was crowned King of England.
As Merlin knew he would be, Arthur made a good, brave king. With the wizard as his advisor and his trusty sword at his side, he led the country into a time of great peace and happiness – and he was much loved by his people.



		The legend of King Arthur, as we know it today, has been around for almost 900 years, but his name is mentioned in many folk tales and poems long before that. Nobody knows whether he really existed, but the idea of a great king, his wizard and his brave knights of the round table makes for many exciting stories!
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  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
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      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
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      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
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      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
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      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
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