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“Have you turned anyone into a frog yet?” asked his best friend Billy.
“Can you make yourself invisible and spy on people?” asked Amelia.
“I wish,” said Isaac, gloomily. “All I do is tidy up and fetch and carry things for him all day.”
“What, no magic?” gasped his friends.
“No magic,” sighed Isaac. “Not even a simple levitation charm.”
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Billy and Amelia looked almost as disappointed as Isaac felt. He had been working with the sorcerer for weeks now – and nothing.
“Maybe he’ll teach you magic when he thinks you’re ready,” said Amelia.
“And at least you’re not mucking out stables,” said Billy, who was helping his dad on the farm.
“But what’s the point in being a sorcerer’s apprentice if you don’t do any sorcery?” moaned Isaac.
When Isaac arrived at Sarovnik’s workshop that morning, the sorcerer was wearing a long velvet travelling cape and carrying a round case covered in mysterious symbols.
“I have to make an urgent trip. Can I trust you to tidy up the workshop? I was working all night.”
Isaac groaned inwardly. It looked like a whirlwind had torn through the workshop. There were upturned cauldrons, strange ingredients strewn across the floor, and flasks full of colourful concoctions everywhere.
Scattered around the room there were many of the unusual objects Isaac had seen the sorcerer use in his magic, including a gnarled stick, a large shell and a mirror. On an ornate stand lay the huge black book that Isaac was sure held the secrets to the sorcerer’s magic. Sarovnik always kept it locked.
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Isaac was bewildered by the mess, but nodded and said, “Yes, sir.”
“Good,” said Sarovnik. “I won’t be back until late. I expect that will be enough time to get everything spick and span. Don’t forget to scrub the floor. It’s a bit sticky.”
The sorcerer peeled his foot off a potion-splattered tile and left.
Isaac grabbed the broom and started to sweep up. He grumbled to himself, “Why take on an apprentice when what you really need is a cleaner?”
All morning, he tidied and cleaned, and washed up cauldrons and flasks. Isaac soon grew bored – and he still had to scrub the floor!
As he dusted around the sorcerer’s secret book, he realised the key was still in it. Isaac couldn’t resist it.
“Just looking won’t hurt,” he thought.
So he turned the key and heaved open the heavy cover. Every page was covered with scrawls of purple ink and there were strange symbols like the ones on the sorcerer’s case.
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Write It!
Which magic words do you think Isaac used to make the mop and broom work? Can you invent some?
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Isaac flicked through the pages, trying to understand what he was reading.
Eventually he found a page with a symbol that looked like water. “I wonder…” he murmured, and picked up the mop and bucket and began to utter the spell.
All at once, the air felt electric and there was a flash of bright light. Then the mop sprang to life and the bucket wobbled eagerly from side to side.
Isaac clapped his hands excitedly. “Excellent! Now, bucket, go and fill yourself at the well, and the two of you can mop this floor clean for me.”
The bucket waddled out of the room and the mop hopped around impatiently. Moments later, the bucket returned full of water, which it poured over the floor. The mop swished itself around, cleaning up the sticky mess.
“Ha!” said Isaac, laughing. “Magic is easy. That will teach Sarovnik to treat me like a cleaner.”
Meanwhile, the bucket had come back with another load of water. Soon the tiles were sparkling clean.
“Perfect!” cried Isaac. “You can both stop now!”
But the mop and bucket didn’t stop. Isaac didn’t know the magic words.
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Over and over the bucket poured water onto the floor
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and the mop swished back and forth.
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To make matters worse, the mop started to swish across the walls, shelves and tables, sweeping the flasks Isaac had just cleaned and sending them smashing to the floor.
Isaac tried to grab the bucket and the mop. “Stop!” he cried. But the magic was too strong and they escaped his clutches. “Please, stay still!” he cried.
But the bucket came and went, spilling more water onto the floor. It was soon up to Isaac’s ankles. When he spotted the wet mop heading in the direction of the sorcerer’s precious book, Isaac waded across the room to grab it.
“No!” shouted Isaac, slamming the book shut in the nick of time. Then he grabbed an axe from the work bench and chopped the mop so that it split in two right down the middle.
But instead of stopping the mop in its tracks, he created double the trouble. There were now two mops sloshing and swishing and smashing up the sorcerer’s workshop.
Isaac frantically searched the book for a charm to end the troublesome spell, but it was no use – he couldn’t find a spell he could understand.
Just then, the bucket tipped icy-cold water over his head and one of the mops started to swish his face. Isaac was now knee-deep in water.
“I command you to stop!” he cried in desperation. “Please, stop!”
At that moment, Sarovnik returned. When he saw the chaos, he hastily waved his hand and muttered a spell.
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The two mops and bucket fell to the floor with a thud as though they had never been alive. Isaac stood guiltily by the open book with water dripping from the end of his nose.
“I’m sorry,” he said, barely able to look the sorcerer in the eye. “I just wanted to do some magic for once.”
Sarovnik, the great sorcerer, shook his head. “Well, I can only hope you have learnt a lesson. Magic is not to be meddled with and only the most patient mind can master it.”
Isaac nodded his head, cursing himself for his impatience.
“I suppose it could have been a lot worse,” said the sorcerer. “Given that you have had no training, you did well to even get this spell started.”
Isaac couldn’t help feeling a little surge of pride.
“But it was foolish of you to start a spell if you don’t know how to end it. Nevertheless, I see you are ready to move on to the next stage, so I will begin your wizard training tomorrow.”
Isaac grinned. “Really?”
“Really,” said the sorcerer, his eyes twinkling behind his glasses. “But not until you’ve tidied up this mess.”
So that is how Isaac’s exciting life as a sorcerer’s apprentice began – but not until he had proven himself to be a good cleaner!
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