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In Australia’s earliest times, female kangaroos didn’t have pouches to carry their joeys inside, which made looking for food difficult and dangerous – especially as children can be so curious.



		“Don’t hop away again!” cried the kangaroo mother. “How do I know you’re safe if you keep disappearing? Stay where I can see you.”
“Sorry, Mother,” said the joey.
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The kangaroo sighed. Every time she hopped away to look for juicy leaves, her joey wandered off again. It made her so anxious.
With one eye on her joey, she hopped into the bushes – and bounced straight into an old wombat.
“Ouch!” moaned the wombat. “Look where you’re going!”
“I’m sorry! I didn’t see you.”
“That’s about right – you big animals are always crashing around, never thinking of anyone else. Never mind a blind old wombat like me.”
“I’m so sorry, I didn’t mean to hurt you. I was looking for food for my joey.”
“Well, at least you can find food. I haven’t eaten for days,” complained the wombat. “Nobody cares about a useless old lump like me.”
The kangaroo felt sorry for the wombat. “I can help you find food,” she said. “Hold my tail and we’ll get my joey and look for food together.”
Moving as gently as she could, she led the wombat to where she had left her joey, but he had disappeared again. “Oh no! He’s not here.”
She wanted to rush off and search for him, but she didn’t want to leave her frail new friend alone. “Grab my tail and I’ll look for some grass for you. Hopefully, we’ll find my joey along the way. He’s always going off. It worries me so much.”
Trying not to panic, the kangaroo led the old wombat and, at last, she spotted her joey fast asleep under a bush. He was not far from a watering hole where fresh green grass grew at the water’s edge.
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The kangaroo took the wombat to the water and helped him get a drink. But, just then, she heard movement in the bushes and saw the glint of a spear.
“A hunter!” she wailed. “We must hide. Grab my tail and don’t let go.” There was no time to wake her child – she just had to hope the hunter wouldn’t spot him under the bush.
The wombat gripped the kangaroo’s tail and she bounced into the bushes. “Duck down and don’t make a sound,” she whispered. Her heart pounded.
They waited in silence and, when the kangaroo was sure the hunter had gone, she led the wombat out again and leapt away, looking for her joey.
She breathed a deep sigh of relief when she found her child curled up in the same spot, still sound asleep.
She turned to thank the wombat for his patience, but he wasn’t there. Instead, the great creator Byamee was standing before her. The animals knew him as ‘the Father of All’.
Byamee smiled at the kangaroo. “I disguised myself as an old wombat because I was looking for the kindest animal in the world, and I found it – it is you. You led me to food and water, you cared for me like your own child, and you saved my life.”
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He gave the kangaroo an apron made from eucalyptus leaves. “I have a gift for you. Tie this around your waist.”
The kangaroo put on the leafy apron and Byamee waved his hand over it. Immediately, it transformed into a soft, furry pouch – her very own pocket.
“You can carry your joey in this and he will be safe whenever you search for food. You need never worry about him getting lost again. He can even sleep in it.”
The kangaroo was delighted. She scooped up her sleeping joey and placed him gently in the pouch, where he nuzzled down, all snug. “Thank you, Father of All, but what about the other mothers?”
Byamee smiled – the kangaroowas truly kind-hearted. “Very well, I will give them pouches too,” he agreed.
So that is how the kangaroo got its pouch – all because of one mother’s kindness.
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