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		Connor grinned all the way home from the Space Centre. He’d seen actual rockets and a lunar lander. He’d stepped inside a space module and he’d mined through moon rock.



		He’d even taken the trainee astronaut challenge – and he did so well, the man at the museum gave him a special badge with ‘NASA’ printed on it!
As a treat, when they got home, Dad dished up freeze-dried ice cream in a packet, just like real astronauts eat! “Delicious!” said Connor.
They were finishing it off when there was a knock at the door. It was a serious-looking woman wearing a dark suit.
“Can I come in, please, Mr Bennett?”
“Who are you?” asked Dad.
“Commander Morgan. I’m with the European Space Agency. I have an urgent matter to discuss with you.” She flashed an ID badge and Dad let her in.
Connor gulped. He wished he hadn’t touched that moon buggy control panel next to the ‘Do Not Touch’ sign.



		
Mission to the Moon



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: A man and a boy are standing in a doorway, with the man holding a bag of chips.

AI generated content]
		

		
“Pleased to meet you, Connor,” said Commander Morgan. “Did you have a good time at the Space Centre today?”
“How did you know we were there and how did you find us?” asked Dad.
“I’m afraid we planted a small tracking device on you,” said Commander Morgan, pointing at Connor’s new NASA badge.
Connor looked at it, amazed. “I only touched the control panel for a few seconds. I didn’t press any buttons, I promise!” he cried.
Dad looked baffled and Commander Morgan laughed. “I’m not here about that, Connor. I’m here because you aced the trainee astronaut challenge. You got the highest score we’ve ever seen, in fact. We’re in urgent need of someone smart like you for our next moon mission.”
Connor looked at Dad suspiciously. “Is this a prank?”
“No!” said Dad, gawping at Commander Morgan. “He’s eight. Eight-year-old boys can’t go to space!”
“Why not?” asked Commander Morgan. “Most eight-year-olds know more about space than adults do, Mr Bennett.
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Plus Connor’s the perfect size. Part of a space probe fell off and it’s lodged in a rocky moon crevice. Adults can’t access it. We’ll give him world-class training and he’ll be back in a week. What do you say?”
“Yes!” cried Connor, but Dad looked horrified. “Please, Dad,” he begged. “I’ll be an astronaut – it’s my dream!”
“We’ve been doing this for many years,” added the commander. “A clever boy like Connor will be fine.”
Dad was dumbfounded, but Connor looked so excited, he couldn’t refuse. “I can’t believe I’m saying this, but okay. When does he leave?”
“A month from now,” said Commander Morgan. So it was all agreed.
The next four weeks whizzed past. Connor had zero gravity training and space walk training in a deep pool. He learnt how to operate a robotic arm and drive a lunar buggy. It was hard work, but so much fun.
On the day of the launch, Connor’s dad came to wish him luck.
“I’ll be okay,” said Connor, already in his space suit. “I’ll be with Commander Morgan. This is her tenth mission.”
A few hours later Connor’s shuttle rumbled, growled and launched into the sky. For the first time, he felt anxious. He took deep breaths to calm himself down.
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“Don’t worry, Connor. Every astronaut gets nervous before a mission. Even me,” said Commander Morgan.
He couldn’t believe how loud it was in the shuttle and how bumpy! He heard loud bangs as parts of the module detached, and then they accelerated so fast he felt like he had an elephant sitting on his lap, crushing him. “I wish I’d stayed at home!” he thought.
Suddenly, the engines stopped and they were in space. Connor’s arms floated upwards. He was weightless!
Through the window, against the jet-black sky, he could see the amazing blue and green planet he called home.
“Wow!” said Connor in awe. It was the best day of his life.
“It looks even better from the moon,” said Commander Morgan, winking.
She was right. A few days later, they docked on the moon. As Connor emerged from the crevice gripping the crucial missing part of the space probe, he saw the Earth suspended in the sky. It looked like a brilliant blue and green marble.
His heart skipped a beat with excitement and …
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He took one giant leap across the
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moon’s surface and waved to his dad!
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