

    

    

    
    

  Once, long ago, a hedgehog and a tortoise lived in the jungle near the Amazon River. The hedgehog was named Prickles. He had prickly needles sticking from his back and curled into a tight ball when he was frightened. Toots was a tortoise. When Toots was scared, he pulled his head, arms, legs, and tail into his shell. Prickles liked to eat snails and Toots ate lettuce. They lived peacefully and played together all day long near the river.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Not far away lived a spotted jaguar named Jaggle. He was not a very clever animal, but his jaguar mother loved him dearly. Jaggle was a growing boy and he ate everything!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Jaggle's mother gave him special instructions to eat hedgehogs

  and tortoises.

  "Drop the hedgehog into the water and watch while he unrolls. Scoop the tortoise out of his shell with your paw; don't let him snap at your toes." Jaggle repeated this many times so that he would remember his Mama's advice.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  One day Jaggle came upon Prickles and Toots. The animals heard him coming, so Prickles curled into a ball and Toots hid inside his shell.

  "Which of you is the hedgehog and which is the tortoise?" asked Jaggle. "You see, I want to eat you but first I must know who is which, and which is who."

  Jaggle tried to remember what Mama had said:

  "Drop the hedgehog... Scoop the tortoise..."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  From inside his ball of needles came the muffled voice of Prickles.

  "Are you quite sure? Perhaps you unroll the tortoise and scoop the hedgehog onto the shell." Then Toots replied from inside his shell.

  "No. No, I think you must drop the hedgehog on your paw and throw the tortoise into the water. That's what I think."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Poor Jaggle was very confused.

  "That doesn't sound quite right," he said.

  "Could you please say it one more time?" Prickles said,

  "Yes. Scoop water with your paw onto the hedgehog. Very important." And Toots added,

  "Serve the tortoise his soup with a scoop. It's all very clear. Why don't you understand?"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "No, no. None of this is right. I'm getting a headache," moaned Jaggle.

  "Even my spots hurt." "Well, I'm not going to tell you which I am," said Prickles.

  "But if you must, just scoop me out of my shell." "Oho!" exclaimed Jaggle.

  "I know you're the tortoise." He reached toward the hedgehog and got a pawful of needles. Prickles rolled away into the forest alongside the riverbank.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Jaggle shook his painful paw. He turned to the shell and said,

  "You must be the tortoise, but how do I know for sure?" The shell jiggled and the voice inside said,

  "I am the tortoise. Your mother said you should scoop me from my shell with your paw. Go ahead." Jaggle was still confused.

  "That's not what you said a minute ago. Besides, my paw hurts."

  "Well then, just drop me in the water to make me unroll," said Toots.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "I'm so confused. My Mama told me to drop one of you in the water. You seem very keen to get in the water, so fine – go ahead and jump in. I hope you drown," said the frustrated jaguar.

  "Whatever you say," chuckled Toots. Then he dived into the water and quickly swam downstream to find Prickles. Jaggle limped off to complain to his mother.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Phew!" exclaimed Prickles. "We were lucky to get away. The next time we may not be so fortunate. What can we do?" The two decided to sneak back to find out what Jaggle's mum told him. They listened as Jaggle's mother pulled out the needles.

  "My boy, it looks like you tried to scoop up a hedgehog with your paw. Remember, the hedgehog rolls in a ball and is covered with prickles. The tortoise pulls his limbs into his shell to hide. Don't forget: "Hedgehog curls, doesn't swim. Tortoise swims, doesn't curl."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  While Jaggle sat with ice on his sore paw, he repeated the words his mother had told him:

  "Hedgehog curls, doesn't swim. Tortoise swims, doesn't curl." Now he was ready to catch those pesky animals! He vowed to eat them soon since he was always hungry.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Prickles and Toots were worried. Now that the young jaguar had learned which was which, they wouldn't be able to trick him again. What could they do?

  "I think I must learn to swim," decided Prickles.

  "Toots: you must learn to curl up. Here, help me hold my chin above the water." The hedgehog jumped into the water, and with the help of the tortoise he was soon swimming like a fish.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Now," said Toots, "What about me?" He pulled his head forward as hard as he could, but he couldn't curl. "Maybe if you loosen the laces on my back plate..." Prickles untied the laces just a bit. Toots stretched, and yes – he was able to curl his head forwards, toward his tail.

  "Look at me! I'm almost in a ball!" he shouted, and he rolled a few feet toward the riverbank.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Prickles and Toots practiced their new skills for many days.

  "Goodness," said the tortoise, pointing to the hedgehog. "Your needles are no longer sharp and pointed. The water must be softening them. You look a bit like a pinecone now."

  "And look at you," said the hedgehog, pointing to the tortoise. "The plates on your shell are not as tight as they once were. They are overlapping, one on top of the other."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The animals practiced, practiced, practiced. When they grew tired they rested on the sunny bank of the river. One day they looked at each other.

  "My goodness, Prickles, you don't look like a hedgehog at all," said Toots.

  "And you, my dear friend, do not look like a tortoise anymore," replied Prickles.

  "Let's go and show Jaggle how we have changed," both said. They travelled along the trail to find Jaggle.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Jaggle saw the two odd-looking animals approaching and was very confused.

  "Who are you?" he exclaimed.

  "I'm the one you tried to scoop up with your paw," said Prickles.

  "And I'm the one you wanted to drown in the river," said Toots.

  "But... you don't look the same," said the surprised Jaggle. He watched the two strange animals roll round and round on the forest floor.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Jaggle ran to his mother.

  "Mama," he said, breathlessly. "There are two new animals. The one that you said curls in a ball now swims. The one you told me could swim now curls in a ball. I can't tell them apart."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Don't be silly, my son. A hedgehog is always a hedgehog and a tortoise is always a tortoise. That's all there is to it," she said, a bit impatiently. Her son simply wasn't paying attention.

  "But, Mama, it isn't a hedgehog or a tortoise. It's something else," whined Jaggle.

  "Well, then leave it alone until we find out what they are," decided his mother.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Jaggle made one more trip to the riverbank to look at the two animals. He thought about his mother's words.

  "Scoop... drop... one curls... one swims..." Still confused, he sighed and turned back toward home. He would just have to find some other animal to eat.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  From that point on, Prickles and Toots were no longer known as a hedgehog or a tortoise. From that day forward they were called armadillo. Their children and their children's children were also known as armadillos. All the armadillos today have plates of armour and can roll themselves in balls. Jaguars and the other animals leave them well alone. And that, dear readers, is how two clever animals turned themselves into something new: armadillos!
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    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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