

		
Still crying, Mum gets on her knees and starts scooping up bits of broken plant and soil back into the pot. Isaac and I help, while Bev pops out to hand her a wad of tissues before going back behind the counter. Some of the customers join us and soon we have returned most of Optimus to his pot and leant him up against the wall.
“Why did this happen?” Mum says. “Why now?
And look at the floor! We need to pay to fix.”
She points to the Chinese calendar on the wall. Today is the fourteenth of September. We’ve barely been back at school for two weeks, but it already feels like years.
“Sap sei!” Mum shrieks. “So unlucky!”
My heart pounds. It can’t be a coincidence that
Optimus fell today. Chinese people think the number four is unlucky because the Cantonese word for four is “sei”, which sounds like the word for death.
The plot thickens.
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Isaac and I swap looks. I can tell he is thinking the exact same thing as me.
A REAL-LIFE MYSTERY! Right here in the takeaway!
My hand itches for my notepad. I want to write everything down straight away. My eyes flick to my watch. 18:08:36. I make a mental note to record this ASAP .
“Mum, Isaac and I can fix this,” I tell her again. Crime-solving 101, I think. Don’t touch anything.
Mum pats me on the cheek, which is a bit embarrassing. I’m a bit old for touchy-feelies.
“Gwai jai.” Her mouth attempts to smile as she tells me I’m a good son, but there is worry and sadness in her eyes as she disappears into the kitchen to help Dad. Because they grew up in Hong Kong, Mum and Dad have a lot of traditional beliefs.
The money plant being mangled is a very unlucky sign for our family fortunes. I can tell she’s worried for the takeaway.
Once she’s gone, Isaac and I spring into action.
Because we’ve read so many Secret Detective Society books, we know all the important S’s of crime investigation.
They are:
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1. Secure the scene.
2. Scan the scene.
3. Sketch the scene.
4. Search for evidence.
5. Secure the evidence.
I grab my notepad and the ball of nylon string we use for tying up large orders from behind the front counter.
“Won’t be a sec,” I tell Bev.
She turns to me, a mischievous glint in her eye.
“This is your real-life Secret Detective Society mystery, Felix. You can crack this,” she says, before turning to serve the next customer.
Excitement bubbles inside me.
“Make way, make way,” Isaac says as we weave through the customers who move aside without complaint.
“Poor Mrs Lee,” says a red-haired lady who I don’t recognise. “That plant was her pride and joy.”
I narrow my eyes. Why was this stranger listening so closely? A bit too closely?
Isaac begins to cordon off the area with the string while I start on my notes. Soon the alcove looks like a proper
crime scene.
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Mystery of the Money Plant Mangle
Case: Destruction of Lucky House Takeaway Money Plant
Motive: Creating bad luck for the takeaway? Could we have a rival? Failed attempt to steal Optimus Prime? Practical joke gone wrong?
Observations: Money plant toppled over inside our takeaway. Soil and leaves across the floor. Branches torn. Floor damaged.
Time: Saturday 14 September, 18:08:36
Suspects: People in the takeaway at the time of the incident
◊ Bev
◊ Ed
◊ No Peppers
◊ Sweet-and-Sour Granny
◊ Red-Haired Lady – complete stranger caught eavesdropping
◊ Brown-Haired Lady Number 1 a.k.a. Pork Spring Rolls because that’s all she eats
◊ Brown-Haired Lady Number 2 – only comes once
a month
◊ Yellow-Haired Lady with small child a.k.a.
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 Extra Rice
◊ Bald Guy from No. 17 a.k.a. Anything Battered
◊ Only Chips Please
◊ Isaac (Sorry, Isaac. Itrustno one.)
Other suspects
◊ Nina Ding – my nemesis, so she goes on every
suspect list
◊ Auntie and Uncle Ding – They are rich enough to hire an anonymous plant assassin. (Also, Auntie Ding wants us to do well, butnotthatwell.)
“What did you see?” I ask Isaac.
“Nothing. I was writing up the specials, then Bev asked me to answer the phone.”
“What about Bev?” I whisper. “What was she doing?”
“I can hear my name being used. Not in vain, I hope!” Bev shouts from the other side of the counter.
I flush. Bev’s hearing is supersonic.
“All plants are lucky. And lovely.”
I turn to stare at No Peppers, who is talking to the red-haired lady next to him. “Feng shui, isn’t it?
That’s why Mrs Lee was so upset. Luck of wind and water. So poetic.”
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Stunned, I manage a brief nod. No Peppers smiles and doesn’t say anything else. I wonder how he knows so much about money plants and feng shui. My Spidey sense is tingling. He almost knows a little too much.
“What’s feng shui?” Bev asks, taking payments and passing food orders to customers. Her multi-tasking is impressive. Eavesdropping while serving.
“Feng shui is organising your physical space so it’s full of good vibes,’ I explain. ‘Some Chinese people believe that money plants bring fortune, prosperity and wealth.
So, Mum’s upset ’cos she thinks the plant was lucky for business and our family. Now it’s been damaged, it might mean bad luck for the takeaway.”
Bev nods, then gives me a look. “Chinese people?
You’re Chinese too, aren’t you?” she says.
I shrug. “I’m both. Chinese and British. I’ve been here since I was two.”
“So do you believe in luck and money plants?”
“I believe in everything,” I reply with a grin.
“Should we dust for fingerprints?” Isaac interrupts just as Mum enters with bags of takeaway boxes in both hands.
“Here you are.” Mum hands a bag to No Peppers.
Her eyes narrow as she takes in our crime scene.
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“Wah! So messy still. I told you boys to clean up.”
“We will,” I say. “We’re just searching for evidence. It’s a crime scene.”
Mum laughs, then sighs and looks about the shop.
“Where’s Eddie?”
“Follow the crisp crumbs,” Bev mutters, handing Mum the latest order slips.
“EDDIE!” Mum shouts.
“It’s Ed, Mum,” I say for the hundredth time but it’s no use. She won’t stop calling him Eddie.
Ed enters from the kitchen, looking frantic.
“I can’t find my map.”
Ed needs the hand-drawn map he’s made for himself, because he says he doesn’t know the names of any of the streets in the town, only landmarks like the roller-rink and the mini-golf course – even though he’s grown up in Leighton-on-Sea. He checks all his pockets, up his sleeves, and even looks down inside the front of his T-shirt. “Have you seen it, kids?”
“Kids? You’re not that much older than us,” I say.
“And can’t you see we’re busy with the crime scene?”
“Crime?” Ed’s voice rasps. “What happened?”
“Orders getting cold – that is what happened!”
Mum barks. “And customers are waiting.”
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“But my map,” he burbles.
“Is here.” Bev holds it up. “Right where you left it.
ON THE COUNTER.”
“Lifesaver.” Ed blows Bev a kiss and runs out the door .
“ED!” we all shout.
He runs back in and grabs the deliveries he’d forgotten. “Later, kids!” He grins and is gone.
Bev shakes her head and busies herself ringing up the total for the next customer. Sweet-and-Sour Granny taps me on the shoulder. She already has her takeaway in her hand, so she is hanging around just to be nosy.
“Felix? What happened here?” Her breath smells of
cough lozenges.
“It’s an ongoing investigation. I can’t reveal anything,”
I reply.
I keep my lips shut tight. In the olden days, each town had a Town Crier, a person that would go about shouting the news of the day. Well, in Leighton-on-Sea, that is Sweet-and-Sour Granny.
She purses her lips. “Looks like destruction of property,” she whispers. “Did you see him stroking the leaves earlier on?” She jabs a finger towards No Peppers’ back as he leaves. “Looked suspicious.”
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“He loves plants,” Isaac says.
Her lips thin. “Mark my words,” she says, heading out, “he has guilty written all over him.”
Isaac and I turn to look at each other at the exact same time, mouths open and eyes wide.
“I hate to say it,” I whisper , “but she might be right.”
Isaac nods as I draw a circle around No Peppers on
my notepad.
“Let’s deliver his next order and ask him some questions,” I suggest. “It won’t be long – he practically eats out of
our kitchen.”
Isaac nods. “Tuesday at the very latest,” he agrees.
We high-five.
“Our first suspect!” I say with excitement.
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