

		
“Help me,” I puff.
Isaac grabs the other corner of the potting mix and we drag it out from the backyard shed. Dad built the shed to store all the takeaway stuff we couldn’t fit in the kitchen. Our flat above the takeaway is too small to store everything.
Mum and Dad call the shed The Shop. They’re forever
saying, “Felix, get [insert item here] from The Shop. Be quick! Customer is waiting!” All the supplies for the takeaway are kept inside. Plump sacks of jasmine rice, packets of dried noodles, tins of pineapple and bamboo shoots. Crinkly cellophane bags of dried mushrooms. There’s so much stuff to look at. It’s like a museum of Chinese foods. There are even bags of black moss – fat choy – one of my favourite foods to eat ’cos it looks just like zombie hair!
Right now, though, there’s no time to dawdle.
Optimus needs our help and Mum and Bev are waiting for us to get back. Luckily, Only Chips Please
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is around so we use his mobility scooter basket to transport Optimus to the backyard. Mum gives him an extra bag of prawn crackers for his trouble.
“Sorry I can’t help you further, boys,” he wheezes, pulling up to the side gate. Only Chips Please always sounds out of breath; he was in the war and his lungs don’t work
properly anymore.
“Thanks for your help, Mr Chips.” Isaac is so polite.
Brainy and pleasant. Every adult’s dream.
“May luck be with you boys. I’d best be off.
No Peppers is coming around for a chess match.” Only Chips Please chuckles, zooming away on the footpath.
“Wish I had a scooter like that,” Isaac says, watching him go. “Way faster than a BMX.”
I agree, but I know better than to ask for a new bike any time soon. Now that they’ll have to pay to fix the damaged tiles on the floor of the takeaway, Mum and Dad will be watching the pennies even more closely than usual.
Isaac holds Optimus upright while I loosen his roots from the soil, just like Mum does when she pots plants.
“My calculations show you need approximately four scoops, based on the depth and perimeter of
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this pot multiplied by the volume of soil held in each
scoop,” Isaac says.
As I wiggle my fingers deeper into the pot, I feel something hard lodged in the soil. “Hold on, genius,” I say to Isaac. “There’s something down here.”
“What is it?” Isaac’s eyes bulge. “Is it alive?”
“I don’t think so.” My fingers move over the object, which feels round and hard, like a lollipop or the head of a spoon. Isaac hovers so close behind that I can feel his breath on my neck. Feeling around more, I realise the object has a hole in the centre, similar to a Polo mint except flatter. Isaac looks fit to burst.
“Pull it out,” he urges, so I do.
There in my hand is an old, round
coin. It’s a dull bronze colour and
has characters engraved into the
metal. There’s a square-shaped
hole in the middle.
“Whoa!” Isaac exhales. “Is that
treasure?”
Before I can stop myself, I bite the coin. A grainy
metallic taste floods my tongue, alongside bits of soil.
“Yuck!” I spit.
“Are you crackers?” Isaac asks. “You just swallowed
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a ton of germs.”
 “I was checking for gold. Mum says Chinese gold is soft ’cos it’s so pure.” I spit out more soil. “This isn’t gold.”
 Isaac grabs the coin and rubs it on his jeans.
 “Look!” he exclaims. “I think there are words on it!”
 I peer at the coin but it’s too dirty to make out what the words are. I tuck it into my jeans pocket and, after we repot Optimus, I record this latest mystery in my notebook.
Mystery of the Buried Coin
Time: Saturday 14 September, 19:47:58
Location: Backyard of Lucky House Takeaway
Object: Old coin. Possibly ancient due to square-shaped hole in the middle. Resembles coins in Hong Kong TV shows Mum watches about the olden days.
Description: Not gold (confirmed)
Bronze? Copper? Size of a 50p.
Words on all sides of the hole. Don’t know what
they say, too dirty to see.
◊ Buried treasure?
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◊ What is it doing in the soil?
◊ Who buried it?
We leave Optimus in a sheltered part of the yard and head inside through the back door. Mum said Optimus will be safe in our backyard until the floor is fixed and we can bring him back in.
“Are you sure, Mum? What if someone tries to steal
him?” I ask. We can’t risk anything else happening to Optimus.
“Don’t worry. The backyard gate has a strong lock,”
Mum says. “He will be OK.”
While we scrub our hands at the kitchen sink, I give the coin a wash too, but the dirt is caked in. I reach for the washing-up liquid just as Bev enters the kitchen.
I quickly pocket the coin in my jeans before she can
ask us about it.
“You two are a sight for sore eyes. Phone’s been ringing off the hook. Hurry back to work if you’re–”
The phone starts ringing again.
We all rush out to the front. Bev answers the phone,
pointing to the answering machine, which flashes six messages. Isaac listens and starts making notes, while I take a wad of orders into the kitchen.
“Here, Dad!” I shout over the industrial exhaust
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fan that sounds like a plane engine. Dad’s face is red, sweating from the heat of the flames that are so hot they’re blue.
Quick as a flash, he scrapes food from the wok into waiting containers. I seal the lids, popping them into plastic bags with the order slip on top. Deliveries ready, I take them out front.
Ed returns just as I plonk the deliveries on the counter. He’s eating yet another packet of crisps, spraying crumbs everywhere.
“Who’s next?” he asks, pulling down his headphones, blasting a guitar riff through the room.
I check the order slips. “The Pamiles – egg fried rice and beef and black bean sauce. The Singhs – egg noodles with chicken and cashews. Mrs Lutton – prawn toast and
spring rolls.”
“Right on.” Ed heads back out with bags of food, pulling on his headphones, warbling off-key.
Isaac and I roll our eyes at each other. Between Ed’s rock star fantasies and Mum’s Chinese opera, it’s enough to turn me off music for life.
Halfway to the door, Ed stops near the empty alcove where Optimus usually sits.
“Where’s the plant?” he asks, pulling down the
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headphones again. He has a worried look on his face.
This is unusual. Nothing bothers Ed – forgetting orders, being late for work – why would he worry about a plant?
I look at Isaac and can tell he’s thinking what I’m thinking.
SUSPECT!
My palms itch to update the crime notes. Instead, I try to sound normal.
“It needed repotting.”
The phone rings again, but before any of us can answer, Mum appears and picks it up.
“Lucky House Takeaway, how can I help? So sorry,
Mr Woodman. Your delivery is on its way.”
Her angry eyebrows come out as she makes a face at Ed, who looks sheepish and runs out of the door.
“So sorry, it will be with you soon. I will give you a discount for your next order.” Mum hangs up just as Ed comes back with the forgotten takeaway.
“Eddie,” Mum growls, her eyebrows still angry.
“I’m sorry, Mrs Lee,” Ed stammers. “It was at the bottom of my bike basket. I didn’t see it.”
Mum grabs the cold takeaway from him. “I make it again, fresh.” Her eyes narrow. Ed looks pale.
“Next time,” she says, “cost is coming from your wage.”
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Ed swallows and nods. Mum stalks off. I hear her muttering about the bad luck today. Was this all because someone broke Optimus? That was just a superstition, right? Whether it’s true or not, we need to find out what really happened
to him.
“Phew,” Bev says. “Narrow escape, Ed.”
Ed looks faint and leans against the counter.
He mops his face with the sleeve of his hoodie. “Felix, could you get me some water from the kitchen?” he asks. “I’d go but…”
“You’re too scared?” Bev laughs. “Off you go,” she says to me. “I can manage here.”
In the kitchen, Mum is bagging up the fresh takeaway. She looks up as we walk in.
“Aiya, more bad luck! You two missed dinner!” she says.
I look at my watch. 20:16:06. We’ve missed our 19:30 meal break.
“It’s OK, Mrs Lee,” Isaac replies. “It’s not been a
normal night.”
Mum beams. She pinches Isaac’s cheek, which I know from experience is painful.
“You are good boy, smart boy. You know what?
You both work hard today, you can stop now and go
to Isaac’s.”
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“Really, Mum?” I hoot. I can’t believe our luck.
Normally we don’t finish until 10 p.m. on weekends. Getting to Isaac’s earlier means we’ll have more time to discuss the mystery of the coin.
She nods, sighing. “Yes. Such a terrible night.
Damage to the money tree, damage to the floor, I hope there is no more bad luck. You boys go.
Turn a sad moment into a happy one – have fun.
Let me pack food for you to take. And for Ben.”
While Mum busies herself cramming food into containers for us, Isaac and I head upstairs to my room to get my things to sleep over.
“Don’t forget your toothbrush. And the coin,” Isaac says.
“I wasn’t born yesterday,” I say, patting my jean pocket where the coin is stashed.
“You DID forget your toothbrush last time. My nose has never been the same since.”
I let Isaac’s wisecrack slide, as I quickly throw my pyjamas and toothbrush into a backpack.
“Let’s roll,” I say, hitching it onto my shoulders.
“The coin is waiting.”
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