

		
We stagger along the pavement to Isaac’s house with all the food Mum has given us. It’s enough to feed the whole neighbourhood for a week. The smell of roast pork, special fried rice, lemon chicken, and beef and pepper noodles envelopes us as we walk out of the takeaway, past the empty accountants’ office, the corner shop and the small terrace house where the Miltons live.
Isaac’s dad is waiting for us at the front door, which is framed by a huge dark red rose vine that Isaac’s mum planted. Mr Campbell is dressed in what he calls his Luxe Lounge Look: a blue velour tracksuit with white stripes on the legs and cuffs. He looks so cool, like an off-duty superhero – which, being a paramedic, I suppose he is.
“Wendy called to say you were on your way, ” he said,
grinning. “Let me help you with those bags. Wendy’s gone all in again, I see. She’s so generous. Come in, boys.”
“Why does she always do that?” I ask. “Call you to
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say we’re coming. We’re practically neighbours.”
Mr Campbell winks, taking all the food to the kitchen.
“There’s worse things than a mother who cares too much,” he calls back. “Go wash your hands and then we’ll eat. She told me you both must be starving.”
I shrug off my backpack onto the floral rug in the lounge and take a deep breath. I love coming to Isaac’s house. It smells of cooking spices and Mr Campbell’s aftershave – Wild Musk. Reggae music is playing from the stereo, a song called “One in a Million”, which I much prefer to the Chinese opera I get at home. In fact, Isaac’s got a lot of cool stuff. The walls are decorated with colourful wooden trays showing pictures of life in Jamaica – I always spot something new on them whenever I go over. Like my house, there are family photos everywhere. I see the one of Isaac and his mum when he was a baby, which always makes me feel sad. Isaac’s dad is right.
I’m lucky to have a mum that cares, even if it is too much
at times.
Isaac picks up some knitting from the brown corduroy sofa and holds it up. It looks like a green, yellow and black striped wool tank top with black trim.
“Dad’s latest creation,” he says, looking worried.
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“Hope it’s not for me.” I nod in sympathy.
Mr Campbell loves to knit; he says it helps him with the stress of his work. Unfortunately for Isaac, it means he has a lot of woolly clothes that make his already itchy skin even itchier!
“Dinner in five, boys!” we hear Mr Campbell call from the kitchen. Isaac drops the knitting.
“Race you to the bathroom,” he hollers, legging it down the hallway, leaving me for dust.
None of us can see the surface of the round dining table in Isaac’s kitchen because it is covered with food. Mr Campbell has heated up the takeaway, so the combined smells of piping hot meats, vegetables, rice and noodles are making my mouth water. In the middle of the table is a choice of condiments including hot sauce and Pickapeppa sauce, which Mr Campbell calls Jamaican ketchup. We all load up our plates and dive in. Isaac and his dad seem as hungry as I am and, for a few minutes, no one is talking as we’re all too
busy eating. Finally, I sit back, patting my now-happy
stomach. I make eyes at Isaac to hurry and finish so we can get on with the coin mystery.
“BURP!” My hands fly to cover my mouth. “Sorry!”



		
33



	


		
I say as they both laugh and keep eating. As I wait for Isaac to finish, I take in the framed doily hanging up on the yellow kitchen wall. Isaac’s nanna Bertha made it, and Mr
Campbell had it framed so she always sees how much he appreciates her when she comes to visit from Manchester. He’s thoughtful like that.
“Do you two want a drink?” he asks, getting up to go to the fridge.
“YES!” Isaac exclaims, so loudly I jump in my seat. I didn’t think he was that thirsty , but then I remembered that Mr Campbell allows fizzy drinks on the weekend, which is another reason I like coming to Isaac’s. They’re a no-go zone at my place.
“Can we have Coke, Dad?” Isaac asks, just as the
phone rings.
Mr Campbell puts a bottle of Coke on the table and goes to answer the phone. “Help yourselves,” he mouths to us before speaking into the receiver.
“Hello, Mum,” we hear him say. It’s Isaac’s granny calling from Kingston in Jamaica. I show Isaac the time on my Casio. It’s 21:10:17. Isaac nods.
“Granny always forgets that she’s six hours behind us. That’s why she’s calling now,” he says. I shake my head and tap the face of my watch again, making
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a coin shape with my thumb and forefinger.
Isaac’s face changes as he understands what I’m miming. It’s so cool that we are on the same wavelength. Quickly he grabs the Coke and a glass before beckoning me to follow him out of the kitchen, passing Mr Campbell, who looks up and waves us on. My fingers feel for the coin inside my pocket, clutching it in readiness. Finally, we can get down to solving this mystery.
Sitting on Isaac’s neatly made bed, I reconsider whether we’re actually on the same wavelength.
Unlike my room, his is so neat it could be a bedroom in a display home. All his books on the bookshelf are arranged in alphabetical order. The posters of his favourite scientist Einstein up on his wall are pinned precisely straight. His desk was almost bare, with no clutter in sight. Even the glow-in-the-dark star stickers on the ceiling are arranged in real constellations.
If Mum saw Isaac’s room, I think she would ask his dad to swap kids.
“Were you born a neat freak?” I ask, bouncing up and down on the bed.
Isaac ignores me and drops the coin into the glass
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of Coke. I jump off the bed.
“What are you doing?!” I ask. “Is this one of your weird science tricks?”
Out comes Isaac’s genius voice, the one he uses whenever he is explaining scientific facts, Darwinian theory or anything involving equations. He sounds like a TV presenter.
“Coke contains phosphoric acid, which reacts with the iron oxide rust on the coin’s surface. In fifteen minutes, it should clean it enough so we can see what’s on the coin. I learnt it in Science Club.”
“Acid?! Urgh.” I think about all the Coke I’ve drunk and what it might be doing to my insides. It doesn’t stop me from finishing the rest of the bottle with Isaac though, as we wait.
After the longest fifteen minutes of my life, Isaac pulls the coin out and gives it a wipe.
“Ta-da!” he exclaims.
He’s right! It worked. The coin is sparkling. And more importantly we can see there are four Chinese characters on it, one on each side of the square gap.
“Can you read it?” Isaac asks.
I stare hard. One word looks familiar.
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I start to make a sketch of it in my notepad.
“That’s not an exact replica,” Isaac frowns. He stays stock still for several seconds until his face lights up.
Lunging towards his desk, he pulls open the drawer and grabs some paper and a pencil from inside.
“What are you doing?!”
“Watch.”
Isaac puts the coin under the piece of paper and starts
rubbing across the top of it with the pencil lead.



		
			[image: A bold black Chinese character symbol on a white background.  Description generated by AI]
		

	


		
The image of the coin starts to emerge on the paper.
Characters, shape and all the details. He does this for both sides. It’s much more accurate than any drawing.
“That’s genius,” I breathe.
“Do you know what the character means?”
Isaac asks. I lean over his shoulder and look closely at
the rubbing.
“I think that’s the same character that’s on the kitchen wall calendar. Isaac…” My voice trails off and I can feel my heart beating faster.
“What, what is it?”
“It means riches. RICHES!”
“RICHES?” Isaac’s eyes widen. “So this is an ancient Chinese coin that says riches. Who knows where this trail
will lead?”
We stare at each other and exclaim at the exact same time: “TREASURE!”
My thoughts fast forward. Tomorrow is Sunday, the day we visit Wing Wun Chinese supermarket to stock up on groceries for the takeaway. The owner, Mr Tsui, knows everything about local Chinese history. If we show him the rubbing, maybe he can identify the coin and confirm its value? Ideas explode inside my brain of what Isaac and I could do if the coin is worth a lot
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of money.
A Game Boy!
A PlayStation!
A BMX!
I can almost feel the wind in my hair as I imagine riding past the takeaway on my new bike, waving at Mum and Dad…
My fantasy evaporates in a flash when I think about the takeaway and what has just happened there tonight. I return to reality with a bump! A new idea replaces the Gameboy, PlayStation and BMX.
“Isaac, we should buy a security camera for the takeaway if the coin is worth something. Mum and Dad always talk about getting one. They just can’t afford it.
Maybe we would’ve been able to see what happened to Optimus if we’d had one?” I hurriedly tell him about my plan to show the coin to Mr Tsui tomorrow.
Isaac thinks for a second, then gives me the thumbs up.
“That computes,” he agrees. “Now where are we gonna stash it for tonight?”
Looking around his bedroom, his eyes fix on the chest of drawers by his bookshelf.
“Eureka. Open that top drawer Felix,” he says.
I do as I’m told, to find myself staring into Isaac’s
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underwear drawer where every item is folded neatly.
Of course.
“Eww,” I groan rolling my eyes. ‘Seriously. In here?”
Isaac nods.
“Dad and I are close. But not so close that he’ll look in my underwear drawer.”
I watch Isaac stash the coin under a pair of red Y-fronts
and push the drawer shut, laughing at my expression.
“We need a proper mystery-solving name to call ourselves,” he says at last. “This is a serious case. We’re now serious investigators.”
“How about The Optimus Club?” I suggest.
Isaac thinks for a moment. “No, something more detective related.”
“A Pair of Private Eyes?”
Isaac shakes his head. “Too many P’s.”
I rack my brains, thinking about how it all started in our takeaway with Optimus being damaged.
Then it hits me.
“The Lucky House Detective Agency.”
Isaac’s fist punches the air.
“Yes!”
We high-five. The Lucky House Detective Agency is open for business!
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