

		
We are nearly through Mum’s shopping list.
Every time Isaac and I see Nina, we manage to give her the slip. I don’t know how, but she seems to be everywhere, all at once, like she has a Felix and Isaac radar. We had a close call by the mung beans but we backtracked our way out before she saw us.
“Maybe she has a doppelganger,” Isaac whispers.
“Maybe she’s been cloned.”
“Hope not. One know-it-all Nina is already one
too many.”
“Felix, look out!”
I turn to where Isaac is pointing. It’s Nina. Again!
And she is heading straight towards us. I grab the trolley and tug it fast towards the other end of the aisle. Isaac steers haphazardly, weaving through the customers in our way.
“Excuse us, excuse us,” he calls, but all the ducking and swerving makes him lose control of the trolley.
It wobbles this way and that, narrowly missing a granny and her walking stick.
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‘Moi lai mao,’ she lectures, saying that we have no manners, as I lunge towards the trolley handle.
It slips out from under my palm, careening straight into a section of eggs, causing a whole stack of them to topple onto the floor.
“Waaah!”
I hear Mum’s shout come out of my own mouth as I brace for the mess of cracked shells, runny yolk and lifelong banishment from Wing Wun. Everyone in the aisle stops
and stares.
Miraculously , the fallen eggs do not break. They only roll around on the floor like lost golf balls.
Isaac and I stare at the eggs, then at each other.
“Salted duck eggs!” we exclaim at the same time before quickly putting the eggs back into their containers. Never before have I been so thankful that salted duck eggs
are precooked.
“Sorry, sorry,” I say to the gawking customers, stacking
the cartons on the shelf. Looking furtively around, I expect Nina’s gloating face to appear any moment. But she is nowhere to be seen.
She’s disappeared into thin air.
“Felix! Felix!”
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My name’s being called from a display of plump sacks of rice stacked up at the end of the aisle. I rub my eyes. Is the rice talking to me?
“FELIX. OVER HERE.”
Isaac’s head pops up from behind a sack of rice, beckoning me over. I run and duck down beside him.
“Let’s just wait here, ’til the coast is clear,” he says.
I nod, crouching next to him.
“She just disappeared,” I say. “How did she do that? Maybe she’s an alien?”
We hide for ages, listening to the canned music playing and the click-clack of trolleys. After what seems like eons, Nina is still nowhere in sight.
“Isaac, I need to stand up. I’ve lost feeling in my legs and feet.” I straighten, pins and needles shooting up and down.
“Achoo!” Isaac covers his mouth. “Achoo! Achoo!”
“Isaac, are you OK?” I ask, but he can’t answer ’cos he keeps sneezing until his eyes and nose are streaming. He reaches into his jeans for a hanky.
“Achoo! Achoo! Let’s move,” he gasps, mid-sneeze.
“Something’s set me off.”
I’m helping Isaac move away from the rice sacks when an old man approaches us.



		
53



	


		
“Young man, please stop sneezing all over the rice – it’s not hygienic.”
“I’m sorry,” Isaac gasps. “I can’t help it. I have allergies.”
“How can anyone be allergic to rice?” the man snaps. “Over a billion people in China and no one is allergic
to rice.”
“He said, he can’t help it,” I repeat. The man grunts and moves on.
“What’s got his goat?” Isaac asks. His eyes are still red and watery, but he has stopped sneezing. “How would he know if anyone in China is allergic or not?”
“Maybe he’s a world expert, like Nina. Speaking of, I think she’s gone. They must have left for the restaurant already. Mission accomplished!”
We head towards the checkouts where Mum and Dad are waiting in a long queue. Mum spots us and waves us over, but just then I see Mr Tsui, the owner of Wing Wun, heading towards the staff offices at the front of the building.
“Isaac, take the trolley to Mum and meet me in Mr Tsui’s office. He’s going there now. This is my chance to ask him.”
“Affirmative.”
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We split, and I avoid Mum’s gaze as I bolt to catch
Mr Tsui.
Breathless, I reach the office to see him sitting behind his desk. The entire surface is covered with stacks of paper. I knock on the door frame.
“Hi, Mr Tsui. Nei ho ma?” I ask in Cantonese, checking he’s well.
“Felix,” He beams. His bushy silver eyebrows arch in welcome. “What brings you here to see me?
Are you with your family?”
“Yes, but I wanted to ask you something,” I pause, looking at his overflowing desk. “If you’re not too busy?”
“Of course not, come in,” he smiles. “It sounds serious.”
“Hei, ho gan yiu, Tsui Bak-Bak,” I say urgently, telling him how important it is in Cantonese. He knows that if I speak in Cantonese, it’s serious. My Cantonese is so flaky; I only use it when I am desperate.
“Aiya! Fai dee yap lai la. Chor dei.” He tells me to come in quickly and sit down. I do, pulling out the rubbing of the coin from my back pocket to show him.
“Do you recognise this coin? And do you know what the characters mean?”
Mr Tsui pushes his glasses up his nose and looks
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closely at the rubbing. He even turns the paper around 360 degrees and back again.
“Wah!” he exclaims, looking up at me. “Do you know what this is, Felix?”
I shake my head, which feels like it’s going to explode with excitement.
“Hey, what did I miss?” asks Isaac, knocking at the door before wandering in. “Your mum said to hurry up and not to bother Mr Tsui.”
“Ai, it is no bother; it is serious business,” Mr Tsui says. “The words on this coin read ‘Riches add to home.”
“Whoa!” Isaac squeaks.
Mr Tsui nods. “And that’s not all. This coin, if I am correct, reminds me of a story about an old Chinese mystery.”
It’s my turn to squeak. I want to pinch myself.
Is this really happening?
Mr Tsui leans forward, resting both elbows on his desk. He looks at us intently.
“Listen closely, boys – I am about to tell you the legend of a missing treasure box and a Chinese diplomat.”
Isaac is concentrating so hard I can hear his breathing.
My ears feel like they are on stalks, I am listening so intently. Mr Tsui clears his throat and begins.
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“Long ago, in 1896, a Chinese diplomat by the name of Li Hung Chang visited England. He had with him a wooden box, identified by two dragon heads carved on top, facing each other. The box could only be opened with an ancient coin as the key.
He kept the box close to him. No one ever knew what was inside. Rumours were that it contained Hung Chang’s most precious treasure from his considerable wealth. The box went missing before he set sail for America, reportedly stolen. It caused international scandal at the time; the box and coin were never retrieved. Their disappearance is a mystery that exists to this day. And what’s more…”
Rat-a-tat-tat.
We all jump. A woman is standing in the doorway, looking flustered.
“I’m so sorry to interrupt, Mr Tsui,” she says,
“but one of our suppliers is here and wants a word. Urgently.”
Mr Tsui stands up. “Wait here, boys. I’ll be right back.”
As soon as he’s gone, I turn to Isaac, whose brow
is furrowed.
“That’s all very well about the box,” he says, “but he didn’t say if the coin is worth anything.” He pauses
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for a second too long. “It might not be a bad idea to ask Nina for help. Three brains are better than two.
And she is, you know… quite smart.” He gets out a tissue to wipe his nose, which is streaming, and looks down at the floor sheepishly.
I can’t believe my ears. Isaac wants us to go to the dark side. He wants to ask my nemesis for help?!
Who are you? my mouth opens to say but no words
come out.
Which is when we both hear a third voice shout, “A-HA!”
Nina springs out from behind the door, pigtails swinging. My stomach lurches and Isaac sniffs, wiping his nose again.
“It’s you!” The words spill out of my mouth before I can stop them.
“Yep, sure is. I knew you two were up to something and I was right! Led you on a bit of a wild goose chase through the aisles, didn’t I? Thought you were rid of me, didn’t you?” She laughs in a really annoying way.
Dumbstruck, Isaac and I watch her snatch the coin
rubbing from the desk, holding it up to the ceiling light.
“Bingo!” she shouts again, laughing even louder.
“What, Nina?” I try to keep my voice level.
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“I suppose you think you know what it is?”
She lowers the paper and looks at us both smugly.
“Course I do. And what’s more, I’ve seen some coins very similar to this one. I can show you where they are.”
My heart leaps.
“Where, Nina? Will you tell
us?” Mentally I cross my fingers.
If Nina knows of a way to identify
the coin, it might help us find
out its value. Purchasing
the security system for
Mum and Dad slips back
within reach.
“Maybe?” she says.
“Maybe not.”
My hopes waver. Nina helping us
out of the goodness of her heart?
Is it too good to be true?
She grins, looking very pleased
with herself.
“But only if you both tell
me everything.”
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