

		
			[image: A handheld walkie-talkie device with an antenna and a digital screen displaying the number 20.  Description generated by AI]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		

“Felix to Isaac. Felix to Isaac. Are you receiving Isaac?”
“Ten-two. This is Isaac. Receiving.”
I adjust the volume control on the walkie-talkie, just in case Mum or Dad pass my bedroom and hear me. When Isaac’s dad got him the walkie-talkies last Christmas, we spent days testing the range.
Luckily, we live just within distance of them working.
They are our go-to when we can’t actually see each other
in person.
“Operation Money Tree is on pause,” I say. “What now? If we don’t show up tomorrow at the museum, we’ll lose our only chance to see the coins. You know Nina won’t offer to help us again.”
“Agree. But what choice do we have? We’re already in BIG trouble.
My dad says if he can’t trust me to
behave at your place, I’ll have to stop hanging out with you so much.
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He says he’ll ask Nanna to move here and look after me.”
My stomach sinks. Isaac’s nanna is really nice, but I can’t imagine not seeing Isaac every day. My mind flashes back to Rocky Bay Reach and Isaac helping me up out first, injuring himself in the process. Maybe Mr Campbell thinks I’m a bad influence on Isaac?
The line goes static, crackling as a feeling of guilt makes me go quiet.
“Ten-one. Ten-one. You there, Felix?”
“Affirmative. Er, Isaac, how’s your leg? I really am sorry about tonight.”
“It’s OK. My leg’s fine. So – what are we gonna do?”
My head thrums as I quickly think of a way we can still meet Nina without being grounded all over again if Mum
and Dad find out. Tomorrow is Monday so we’re closed. Which means Mum and Dad will be busy with all the household chores they don’t get a chance to do during our working week.
“Isaac, what about this? As soon as school is over, I’ll go straight up to my room and say I’m doing homework. Mum and Dad won’t bother me if I say that. But I’ll sneak out to meet you and we’ll go see Nina at the museum. As long as I appear for dinner, they’ll never suspect a thing. What they don’t know
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won’t hurt them. You could do the same?”
I can hear Isaac’s gasp loud and clear on the line.
“I suppose I could,” he says slowly. “Dad will still be at work then. Are you sure you want to risk it?
So soon after last night?”
I consider this for a second. Mum’s red eyes cross my mind, alongside the threat that Isaac’s nanna might end all our free time together. But this is followed by the memory of Optimus fallen on the tiles, earth and leaves scattered across the floor. If the coin is valuable, we could buy a security camera to stop it happening again. Nina is our only lead to find out if the coin is real treasure. Her offer to show us the coins has an expiry date. I swallow hard.
“Affirmative,” I say. “If we get found out, we can always make it up to our parents. But we might never get this chance again with Nina at the museum.
And it’s a museum; there’s nothing physically dangerous about a museum…is there?”
There’s a long pause on the line before I hear Isaac say, “Nothing too dangerous.”
“Isaac, I know it’s a big ask but I really want to get that
security camera for the takeaway. What if the person who damaged Optimus comes back? What if next time,
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it’s not Optimus but something, or someone else?’
Isaac’s reply this time is swift. “OK, I’m in.”
Just then I hear footsteps coming up the stairs.
“Ten-three. Ten-three. Abort. Abort,” I whisper urgently.
“Affirmative. See you tomorrow.”
The line goes dead. I stare at the walkie-talkie in my hand and wonder if I have made the right choice.
The footsteps pause outside my bedroom door while I hold my breath. As the footsteps pick up again, I say a silent sorry for what is yet to come.
Everything has gone to plan so far. I’m still in the doghouse with Mum and Dad, but when I get home from school and say I’m going up to my room to do homework, Mum softens and asks me if I want an after-school snack. Watching her make me an omelette sandwich, I try to ignore the guilty feeling rising up inside me.
“Here you go.” There’s a glimmer of a smile in her eyes as she hands me the plate.
“Thanks, Mum,” I say, taking a bite of the sandwich. It’s delicious and I have a quick second bite.
“Sorry again about last night. And for not looking after
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Isaac properly.”
She actually smiles and gestures for me to go upstairs.
I’m only trying to save our family luck, I think as I head off.
My Casio says it is 15:46:23. Isaac and I have arranged to meet by the big fig tree in the park at 4 p.m. I check my backpack. Inside there’s my notepad and three pens (one for me, one spare, one for Isaac), the rubbing of the coin, a torch, and a pack of tissues in case Isaac has a sneezing attack.
Slinging on my backpack, I open the bedroom door and lean over the stair railing on the landing.
Downstairs I can hear Mum and Dad bustling about
between the kitchen and the front of the takeaway.
The chances of me slipping past them are slim.
I backtrack into my bedroom, staring at the only other way out. The window.
Gulping, I push the window up, my nerves jittery at the thought of having to climb down the trellis that covers our back wall. In summer, it’s covered with Mum’s favourite – a jasmine creeper – but right now, it’s cut back for autumn.
I can’t believe I am considering doing something physically dangerous again, so soon after Rocky Bay Reach.
“What’s wrong with you Felix?” I hear Isaac’s voice in
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my head ask. “What about
no more risky business?”
But one leg is
already out of the
window while I perch on the
window ledge, testing the trellis
for sturdiness. It holds. Gingerly,
I transfer my whole body
weight onto it and cling on.
‘Don’t look down, don’t look
down, don’t look down,’
I mutter, feeling for a
foothold, when a noise
beneath me makes me pause.
Looking over my shoulder,
I see a figure in our backyard!
Every muscle in my body
freezes. The intruder’s
back is to me. They’re
dressed in green trousers
and a black rain mac – and
they are DIGGING IN THE
SOIL OF OPTIMUS’S POT!
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Even though I am a sitting duck, halfway in the air and clinging to a dodgy trellis, I am furious that someone is meddling with Optimus. AGAIN!
“STOP!” I holler at the top of my lungs. “I CAN
SEE YOU!”
The figure turns and freezes on spotting me. As well as having the rain mac hood up, they’re wearing large sunglasses that hide their face. I can’t even tell what colour hair they have. I start to clamber down and, in my hurry, my feet lose their grip, leaving me hanging in mid-air.
“STOP!” I shout again, struggling to regain my footing. Before I can scramble down, the intruder stands on our metal garden bench and vaults over our back fence.
Below me, the door flies open and Mum and Dad tumble out. Mum is brandishing the kitchen cleaver and Dad has his cast-iron wok spatula.
“Son!” Dad shouts when he sees me on the trellis.
“What are you doing up there? We heard a noise. We thought it was robbers!”
He holds the base of the trellis as I climb down.
“Waaah!” Mum lets out a heartbreaking wail as she sees what the intruder has
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done to Optimus. Half of his new soil is scattered on the concrete around the pot, and he looks bedraggled and forlorn. The thief was digging, looking for something in the soil. Mum looks upset and confused but I know EXACTLY what they were searching for.
 The coin.
Mum drops to her knees and starts to scrape the soil onto the flat of the cleaver blade, tipping it back into the pot. I help her with my hands while Dad checks the rest of the backyard.
Together we salvage as much of the soil from the ground as we can and return it to Optimus’s pot.
“I tried to stop them, Mum,” I say. “I saw them.”
“Second time in three days,” she murmurs. “Oh, my precious money tree – so, so unlucky. My fault for leaving him out here.”
Dad rests his hand on my shoulder.
“Stopping a thief like that is dangerous,” he says.
“You should have come and found me or your mum.”
“I know, Dad. But in the moment, I just acted.”
“Think before you act, Felix.” Mum’s eyes stare into mine, like she can read my mind. She takes in the backpack on my shoulders and her eyebrows twitch but she doesn’t mention it. “It was brave but stupid,”
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she concedes. “You are more important than a thief.”
“I was trying to protect Optimus. To protect our luck.”
Her face softens and she pulls me in for a hug.
“Gwai jai,” she whispers, “but never risk your life again.”
Squashed in her arms, I decide this is the time to take another risk.
“Mum, can I go meet Nina at the museum? I was
supposed to go today for research for a school project.
Nina was going to help me.”
“Now?” she asks.
“Yes.” I feel my face go red. “We arranged it on the weekend but then, um, yesterday happened and…”
My voice peters out. I know it’s no use. There’s no way they’re going to let me go after last night – and now after this intruder in the backyard.
The silence above me stretches on for ages. I can hear Mum’s heart beat a little faster in her chest.
“All right. You go.”
My mouth wants to fall open, except it can’t as my face is still squashed against Mum. She gives me one last squeeze before letting me go.
“Only because it’s schoolwork with Nina. I give you a second chance to earn our trust.” She looks over my
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head at Dad, who grunts his approval.
She wags a finger in my face. “Home six o’clock for dinner. You hear?”
I nod so fast my head might fall off.
“OK, good. Stephen,” she says to Dad. “Help me move Octopus to kitchen. Not safe here.”
I hold the back door open for them, as they take
Optimus in after giving him some water and topping up his soil from the bag of compost in the back shed.
Once Mum and Dad are inside, I conduct a last sweep of the area. It is a crime scene after all.
Nothing seems untoward so I leave through our side gate, bolting it securely behind me. But as I start down the side alley, I see an empty crisp packet on the ground. It has yellow and green foil, just like the ones that Ed is forever eating. A closer inspection confirms that it is the brand of crisps Ed favours. I stash it in my backpack, my mind whirring. Ed knows the side- gate lock combo and the intruder was wearing green
trousers, Ed’s colour of choice!
But why would Ed be trying to sabotage our lucky plant? Mum treats him like family, despite him always being late and absent-minded. Heart pounding, I whip out my notepad and start scribbling like mad
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on a fresh page.
Mystery of the Hooded Intruder
Time: 15:57:58
Location: Backyard of Lucky House Takeaway
Object: Optimus
Description: Optimus’s soil dug up by intruder. What are they looking for? The ancient coin?
Intruder: 5 feet 7 inches? Black rain mac.
Large aviator sunglasses.
Clue: Crisp packet found on ground of side alley.
Ed’s favourite brand.
Suspect: Ed!!!
I check the time. 16.00:01. Oh no! I’m late for Isaac.
I stuff the notepad into my backpack and run towards the park. The Lucky House Detective Agency is back in business!
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