

		
Margery, the museum volunteer, has not stopped talking for twenty-three minutes. I know this because I have been checking my Casio. I can’t be late home for dinner. Mum’s given me a pass to be here and time is running out!
“Now this here,” Margery continues, pointing to yet
another glass cabinet, “is an early model of a British
chromatic accordion. If you look carefully, you’ll see that the right hand is bisonoric which is a departure from the…” Her voice fades in my head as I mutter to Isaac from the corner of my mouth.
“Where are the coins?”
“Shush!” Nina’s eyes flash as she pivots to face me. “Have some respect, Felix. Nobody knows more about every item in here than Margery. We’re lucky she had time to show us around. You’re here as my guests, don’t forget.”
Margery gives Nina a watery smile.
“You’re a fast learner yourself, my dear. Soon you’ll
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overtake me in knowledge of all these wondrous objects.” Margery’s arms wave in the air, as if she wants to give all 16,678 artefacts inside the museum a hug.
Nina beams smugly. “My speciality so far is textiles,
especially wall weavings from the mid-Victorian era,”
she declares.
“Fascinating,” Isaac replies faintly, shooting me a look.
“Now, shall we move to the tools exhibit?” says Margery, with alarming enthusiasm. “There are some marvellous examples from all around the world displayed there.”
Please no! I think to myself. All three of them turn and stare at me. Oh no, did I say it out loud?
“What was that, Felix?” Nina asks, her voice sharp.
“Go slow. I was asking Margery if she could slow down. There’s so much to take in,” I stammer.
Nina’s eyes narrow but Margery looks delighted.
“Well, young man,” she said, “it’s very reassuring when the younger generations appreciate what’s come before.”
Margery leads us back through the foyer, where we see a small group of elderly men enter the museum.
Some lean on walking sticks and one is being pushed through the side access door in a wheelchair. I spot
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Sweet-and-Sour Granny amongst the group. What’s she doing here?
“Please excuse me for a second,” Margery says.
“That’s the weekly chess group. I’ll need to unlock the common room for them.”
She disappears to greet them as I keep my doubts over Sweet-and-Sour Granny’s chess interest to myself.
She’s probably here to soak up all the local gossip she hears when chess is being played. Her commitment to nosiness
is impressive.
“Nina, where are the coins?” I ask. “I didn’t come here for a six-hour museum tour.”
“Oh, too good to learn about artefacts, are you?”
Nina pouts.
“That’s not what I meant. But we’re trying to solve a mystery here.”
“Time is of the essence,” Isaac adds. “We’re on a curfew.”
Nina’s face perks up. “Oooh, why?”
Isaac and I swap glances. Nina just can’t help herself
– she can’t hide her glee that we’ve got in trouble.
“Show us the coins and I’ll tell you,” I counter.
“Come with me,” she retorts. Spinning on her heel, she marches out of the foyer towards a long corridor
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that extends towards the back of the museum.
“Do Not Enter.” Isaac reads the sign cordoning off the landing to the rickety-looking wooden staircase Nina has led us to. “What’s up there?”
“The storage room,” she answers. She unhooks the sign and starts up. “Come on, slowpokes, what are you
waiting for?”
“Are you sure this is safe?” I ask. The wooden steps are wobbly and there are gaps between each one, so you can see the floor below. “The sign says ‘Do Not Enter’.”
“Yeah, Nina, hold up,” Isaac says. “These steps look dangerous. Why do we need to go up there anyway?”
Nina sniffs. “I’m a volunteer here so I can go up.
And technically you’re my guests so you can come with me. Only be careful. It’s packed right now with stuff for the fundraiser tomorrow.”
“What fundraiser?” Isaac and I ask at the same time.
Nina rolls her eyes. “Were you two not listening at dim
sum? My dad is sponsoring a charity fundraiser at the museum. I have a very important volunteer role there too. I’m going to be greeting all the guests and showing them to their tables.”
The lack of response from either of us spurs her on.
“A lot of VIPs have RSVP-ed. Including the Dean
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of Victorian Studies at Oxford!”
Aaah! Suddenly it makes sense why Nina is so invested in the museum. From her vantage point on the staircase, she looks down her nose at us. “Are you coming? The coins are up here. I thought you two were in a rush?”
I check my Casio. She’s right. It’s 17:23:07. But first I have to check Nina is for real.
“Why are the coins in the storage room, Nina? Why aren’t they in a glass exhibit?”
“They haven’t been catalogued yet. Now, are you coming or not?”
I start climbing, trying not to look down at the space
between each plank. Halfway up, I risk a look back, to see that Isaac hasn’t moved from the landing. He is standing with his arms crossed.
“You coming, Isaac? You’re a super climber.”
He shakes his head. “Too much dust. I’ll have a sneezing fit for sure. Someone might hear us.”
But I can tell from Isaac’s tone that it’s not just his allergies. He disapproves because he thinks it’s not safe.
“It’s just stairs, Isaac,” I say. “Stairs aren’t dangerous.”
Isaac’s eyes flick to the Do No Enter sign.
“That sign is there for a reason, Felix,” he states.
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I can tell he is not going to change his mind.
“Are you coming then?” Nina asks me. “If he isn’t coming, Isaac can act as lookout.”
“I thought you said you were allowed up there?” I reply.
Nina ignores me. “Can you whistle if anyone’s coming?” she asks Isaac.
Isaac locks eyes with me and sighs.
“Too obvious,” he replies. “What about this?”
He starts humming the Transformers theme tune.
“Great, no one will know what that means,” I say, concentrating on my balance as I make my way towards the top where Nina is already waiting.
The higher up I go, the scarier the gaps between each plank look. I don’t want to look down but I have to, so I can see where to put my feet. A few more steps and I’m there. I pause, wiping away the sweat that’s trickling down my face.
At the top landing, Nina opens the door, letting out a smell of dust and old things.
“Mind the last step,” she calls back over her shoulder, just as my foot lands on the final plank.
It creaks, then snaps–
“Felix!” I hear Isaac’s shout as my foot falls through into empty air, dangling down into open space.
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My body wobbles precariously , my arms flailing. I don’t want to find out how it feels to fly…and land.
My stomach has shot up to my throat. In seconds, gravity will plummet me to my death. The coin and Mum’s face flashes before my eyes.
‘No!” I yell, adrenaline blasting through me as I reach out. “Nina! HELP!”
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