

		
“Quick!”
Nina and I slide the ornate box back into the dusty one it was kept in, putting it back on the cabinet shelf where I’d found it. I’m so excited to tell Isaac what’s happened that I forget to be scared of the stairs.
Before I know it, I’m at the bottom.
“Isaac, guess what…” But the expression on Isaac’s face makes me stop. I turn round to see what he is looking at.
Margery. And she does not look happy.
“What have you two been doing up there?
That area is not open to the public. That’s why it has a Do Not Enter sign blocking it off.”
She points to the unlatched cordon hanging from the staircase banister. There’s no point in denying the truth. Our clothes are covered in dust and cobwebs. I still have on the white gloves, which I peel off under Margery’s watchful glare and hand back to Nina.
“Well?” Margery’s tone is acidly crisp. She turns
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her gaze to Nina whose cheeks are bright red.
“My guest wanted to see some of the items being sold at the fundraiser,” she answers.
MY GUEST? The nerve of Nina to pin this on me.
Isaac rolls his eyes but keeps quiet. I take it on the chin because she did save me from falling to my death.
Margery frowns, giving us a disapproving scowl.
“Be that as it may, Nina, you should know better as a museum volunteer to break the rules, guest or no guest. I’m very disappointed in you. I’m going to have to tell your father about this.”
Nina’s face drops.
“Will I still be able to work at the fundraiser?” she squeaks.
A new and strange feeling overcomes me. I actually feel bad for Nina. After all, if it weren’t for us, she wouldn’t be in trouble. I always wanted to see Nina- know-it-all being put in her place, but now that it’s happening in front of me, I feel sorry for her.
“I’ll have to speak to your father about that – and whether you are suited to volunteering in general.”
Nina looks like she’s going to cry. Her chin starts wobbling and she blinks non-stop.
“Sorry, Margery,” she whispers.
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“It was my idea,” I blurt out. “Don’t blame Nina.
I went up there and she followed me and told me to get out.”
Margery’s eyes scan the dust covering both me and Nina.
“I very much doubt you would know how to get up there alone,’ she replies. I watch Nina’s face fall as Margery Heart-of-Stone-Volunteer continues. “I think it’s best if you all leave now,” she says. “Nina, I will be speaking to your father. And if you two ever return for another visit – please return with an adult.”
The second we are outside the museum, I tell Isaac about our discovery.
“Isaac! I found it! I found it! It was in that room! But then we had to leave it there ’cos of Margery.
Why didn’t you warn us earlier?”
“Found what?” he asks. “What do you mean earlier?
I busted out the tune as soon as I saw her. Besides, what happened to no more risky business? You could have really hurt yourself falling down those stairs. I warned you they were dangerous.”
I brush aside what happened. “Yeah, but if I hadn’t gone up the stairs, Isaac, I wouldn’t have found the
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box. The box, remember? That Mr Tsui told us about.
It had the coin-shaped marking on the top, and the
engravings of the two dragons – just like he described.”
“Yeah, but is the box worth your life?” Isaac counters.
We stare at each other, both of us refusing to back down. I don’t know what to do. This is our first proper argument. Finally, I take a breath and change the subject.
“Listen, Isaac, I really think this is the box Mr Tsui was talking about. I compared the coin-shaped indent on the lid with your rubbing – it was the same size and had similar markings. But there didn’t seem to be anything inside.”
“Inside? You got it open?” Isaac’s eyes widen. He seems to have put aside our differences for now too.
“No, it just felt empty when we shook it. But we have to try opening it with the coin. To check.
The ‘riches’ character was on the lid, just like on the coin. There must be something important in there.”
“How?” Isaac asks. “Margery’s on the warpath.
Probably got our mugshots up on her office wall by now.”
“There’s gotta be a way,” I reply. “She didn’t say we
couldn’t go back – she just said to come back with an adult.”
“MY LIFE IS OV AAAAH!”
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Nina’s howl of despair interrupts us. She is sitting slumped over on a bench, holding her head in her hands.
“Is she OK?” Isaac asks.
A couple walking on the opposite side of the road stop to look at her.
“Does she need some help?” the man asks.
“She’s fine; she’s just had a bad day,” I answer, hurrying to pull Nina to her feet. She looks weepy and dishevelled, a far cry from the Nina I usually know.
“Your life is not over, Nina,” Isaac says. “Far from it.”
“Easy for you to say,” Nina wails. “If I can’t volunteer at the museum anymore, it’ll affect my future! My university applications, my interviews.
Everything! I won’t go to Oxbridge. What will my parents say? The shame!”
She drops her head back into her hands.
Isaac and I exchange a look over Nina’s head. I look at my Casio and groan. It’s already 18:05:08. Oh no!
“Come on, Nina, get up. I’ve gotta get home. I’m already going to get in trouble for being late.”
Nina doesn’t move, but I can hear her stomach growl. I’m not surprised. I feel like I could eat a horse after all that sleuthing in the museum and hearing Margery’s
descriptions of a zillion artefacts.
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Over her head, Isaac makes eating gestures with his face and
hands. I nod.
“Nina, do you want to come home with us for dinner?”
Nina is very still. “Who’s cooking?” she asks. “Your mum or your dad?”
“It’s Monday, so Mum,” I answer. Monday is Dad’s day off from being the chef.
Nina jumps to her feet. “I love your mum’s cooking.
Let’s go.”
Nina is so over-the-top dramatic that she’s flicked the switch from despair to delight in two seconds flat.
But Isaac and I are used to it.
“After we saw Mr Tsui, I researched antique puzzle boxes,” Isaac says, deftly changing the subject.
“There’s usually some sort of secret trick or lever and usually more than one step to opening them.”
“So we might need more than just our coin then?” Nina asks. “I wonder if anything is inside. Diamonds are light. Perhaps there’s diamonds?”
Our coin? Our coin? But I keep quiet. I can’t risk Nina falling into despair again and making me later than I already am. I think about Mum’s hug of forgiveness after the mac-wearing intruder jumped the fence.
Would she still be forgiving now?
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I remember in the flurry of activity I’ve forgotten about the person digging in our backyard. And then suddenly, I realise something else.
“Hey!” I say. “Someone was digging in Optimus’s pot today – before I snuck out to the museum.
With everything going on, I forgot to tell you both. The person was wearing the same trousers that Ed wears. What if it’s Ed that’s been looking for the coin?”
“Who’s Ed? Who’s Optimus?” Nina asks.
“Optimus is the name of our money plant, remember? Ed works at the takeaway. We have to talk to him! And also find a way to get back into the museum so we can test the coin with the box.”
“But how are we going to do that?” Isaac asks. “You heard Margery. No adult, no entry.”
I frown. “We have to find a way,” I insist, “even if it means sneaking in. We can’t let her stop us getting to the box. We haven’t done anything wrong, really.”
Isaac looks horrified, as if I’ve suggested we commit a burglary. But I mean it. I have to find a way to get back to the box. I need to solve this mystery. I need to do it for Optimus. Mum. Dad. Our family business – the takeaway. Isaac might not agree with my methods but it’s not his family at stake.
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Nina looks at us sceptically.
“If we seriously want to figure this mystery out, you two need to get on the same page.”
It’s annoying but she’s right. I hold out my fist
towards Isaac.
“Peace?” I say.
Isaac meets my fist with his.
“Peace,’ he answers.
Nina rolls her eyes. “Whatever,” she says, walking off.
“She seems fine now,” Isaac comments.
“Nina-know-it-all is back,” I agree, and we both laugh. It feels really good.
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