

		
It’s 18:17:23 when we get back to Lucky House.
I brace myself for an earbashing, lifelong grounding,
excommunication from the family, and banishment from Leighton-on-Sea. But when Mum sees me and Isaac come in with Nina, the tightness around her mouth and eyes vanishes. She smiles a fake smile of welcome while wiping her hands on her apron.
“You’re late,” she says, but in her normal voice, not her telling-off voice.
“I’m sorry, Mum. Again.” I don’t bother to try and explain because I know it will just sound like an excuse.
“It was my fault, Auntie,” Nina says. “Felix wanted to leave but I asked him to stay. I wanted to show him the Victorian textiles section at the museum.
I’ve been learning about them. He stayed not to hurt
my feelings.”
Mum smiles again, and this time, it’s her real smile.
“Wah, such a clever girl. Victorian, eh? Maybe I should come to the museum one day and you can show me too.
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Would you like to stay for dinner?”
“Felix already asked me. I’d love to. Your cooking is so good, Auntie.”
Mum looks like she’s going to explode with happiness, which is a nice sight after yesterday. She must think all her dreams of Nina being a good influence on me are coming true. She’s always wanted me and Nina to be friends. The fact that Nina just stuck up for me makes me think it might even be possible. Maybe she’s not so bad after all, despite being a know-it-all.
“Go – wash your hands.” Mum bustles back into the kitchen. She pauses. “And, Nina, call your family. Tell them Uncle Stephen will drive you home.”
“OK, Auntie,” Nina replies, heading to the wall phone.
“Should I call Dad too?” Isaac asks.
“No need,” Mum says. “Ben knows you were with Felix at the museum. And that you eat with us.”
“But – but how did you know where I was?”
Mum cackles. “Not born yesterday, you know!
It’s not just you kids who have secret walkie-talkie talk.
Parents talk too!” Another cackle erupts before she disappears into the kitchen.
“Whoa,” Isaac gasps. “We should never
underestimate parents.”
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“Our sleuthing genes must be inherited,” I say.
We wait for Nina, who is on the wall phone to
Auntie Ding.
“No, Mum. Yes, it is clean. No, I won’t be too late. Uncle Stephen will bring me straight back. No, I won’t play video games with Felix. No, I won’t go near any wok flames. Yes, Mum, I’ll be fine. Yes, I’ve done my homework for the next two weeks. Yes, I’ll remember to say thank you. Yes, Mum. Yes, Mum. OK, bye.”
We stare as she hangs up and takes a deep breath.
“All right,” she says. “Let’s eat.”
Mum has outdone herself. Our fold-out dining table in the back room is heaving. Tofu and vegetable claypot with wood ear fungus. Salt-baked chicken. Rosy king prawns fried with garlic. Plump Chinese mushrooms with (my favourite) black zombie hair, oyster sauce and wilted bok choy. Steamed pork and salted egg.
Glossy stalks of stir fried gai lan. A whole steamed sea bass covered in soy sauce with spring onion, ginger and garlic.
“Sik fan,” Mum says. Everyone echoes the Cantonese
phrase before we eat; it’s like saying ‘bon appetit’. Even Isaac knows it, ’cos he eats at ours so often!
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“Eat, eat – while it’s hot!” Mum urges. She starts serving portions from each dish into our rice bowls and we all
tuck in.
“This is so tasty, Auntie,” Nina compliments, tucking into slivers of soft, white steamed fish, then scooping grains of jasmine rice from her bowl to her mouth with her chopsticks.
“Mmm,” I agree, my mouth full of juicy mushroom, zombie hair and rice.
“Ho mei, Wendy,” Dad says, shelling a prawn with his mouth and chopstick.
Isaac has a plate next to his bowl of plain rice with servings of everything (apart from the prawns) which he’s
happily devouring.
No one speaks. We are busy eating, doing justice to Mum’s cooking. She beams as we devour everything like a horde of locusts. Finally, Dad puts down his chopsticks, leans back in his chair and lets out a big burp! We all laugh because there is no greater compliment to someone’s cooking than:
1. Not talking while eating because you want to use your mouth to eat as much as you can. Why waste time talking?
2. Burping afterwards to show you have eaten a lot
because it was too delicious to resist!
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Mum urges us to eat more as Dad goes upstairs.
Mondays are the only night he gets to watch TV and he is keen to check out the next episode of his favourite Hong Kong TVB series.
I’m helping myself to more tofu when the back door swings open. It’s Ed! He’s wearing the same clothes from the night before at Rocky Beach.
“Oh sorry, I didn’t mean to interrupt,” he says.
“Who are you?” Nina asks.
“That’s Ed,” I tell her. “Ed.”
“Why you here, Eddie?” Mum asks. “It’s Monday. We’re closed today.”
“Oh no,” Ed groans. He takes off his baseball cap and swipes a hand through his greasy hair before clapping it on backwards. “I’m sorry, Mrs Lee. I don’t know what’s wrong with me. I must have got my days confused.”
“I know what’s wrong,” I mutter to Isaac. “Guilty
conscience.”
“Affirmative,” Isaac agrees. “Not showing up for work when you should and showing up when you shouldn’t. Guilty for sure.”
“No worry, Eddie – here, sit in my chair. Have some food. I’ll get you some rice and fork and spoon.
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When will you learn chopsticks?” Mum leaves the table and heads into the kitchen as Ed sits. He looks nervous, fiddling with the tablecloth.
“Ed,” I hiss. “We need to talk to you.”
He looks pale as Isaac and I nail him with a barrage
of questions.
“Did you bury an ancient Chinese coin in the money-plant pot?”
“Did you almost destroy Optimus trying to get the
coin back?”
“What were you doing last night at Rocky Bay Reach?”
“How did you leave Rocky Bay Reach without getting soaked and/or drowning?”
“Can you levitate?”
“Where did you find the coin?”
“Stop!” Ed groans. “Look, I found the coin at Rocky Bay Reach on Saturday.” His hands fly to his mouth when he realises what he’s said.
“A-HA!” shouts Nina, jumping out of her chair, pointing a finger at him. “I knew you were guilty the minute I laid eyes on you!”
“Steady on!” Isaac says. “You didn’t even know who he was a few minutes ago.”
I listen out for Mum but she’s singing Chinese opera from the kitchen.
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“Spill,” I say to Ed. “You might as well tell us everything. We have the coin.”
“You do?” he gasps.
Isaac, Nina and I nod.
“OK,” he mutters, his eyes flicking towards the kitchen. “I found it before my shift on Saturday, down at the Reach. I came straight here ’cos I was running late. Didn’t want to risk losing it while out on deliveries, so was looking for a place to hide it.
That’s when Only Chips Please bumped into me with his
new scooter. It fell from my hand into the pot, so I just pushed it deeper into the soil.” Ed stops, wiping sweat from his brow with the tablecloth.
“Gross,” I say.
“Sorry, it’s nerves,” Ed answers. “Anyway, I went into the kitchen to collect the first batch of deliveries, then there was that massive crash, and next thing I know, the whole plant’s fallen over. Maybe I unbalanced the pot when I pushed the coin in. I didn’t mean to.
Honest. So afterwards, I called in sick on Sunday so I could go back to the Reach to see if there were any more coins.”
“Were there?” Isaac asks.
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“No,” Ed shakes his head. “It’s a special coin, don’t
you think?”
“Not so fast,” Nina says. “We’re asking you the questions.”
“Is that why you were scrabbling in Optimus’s pot earlier in our backyard? I ask. “To try and get the coin?”
Ed flushes. “How did you know it was me?” he mumbles.
I point to his green combat trousers.
“Your second skin,” I say. “And the telltale crisp packet you littered in the alley. You’re the only person I know who eats that brand of crisps.”
Ed cracks his neck, which makes us all jump.
“I hoped the coin might be worth something. I was going to cash it in,” he says after a pause. “Give some to Only Chips Please. That’s why he only gets chips, you know? ’Cos he can’t afford much. I use my tip money to pay for stir-fried noodles for him sometimes.”
“A likely story,” Nina says, her eyes narrowing.
I look at Ed and I know he is telling the truth. I know he visits Only Chips Please and helps him with his
grocery shopping.
“Stand down, Nina,” I tell her. “I believe him.
He probably did destabilise Optimus when he pushed the coin into the pot. But it was an accident.”
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Isaac nods at me from across the table.
“Yes, that computes,” he agrees.
Ed looks relieved.
“You three are quite intense for eleven-year-olds,”he says.
“Hey, I’m twelve,” scowls Nina, hands on hips. Ed stands up from the table.
“I’m gonna go. I need a rest after being raked over the coals by the Leighton-on-Sea MI5. Says thanks to Mrs Lee for the food offer – tell her I’ll be back tomorrow for my shift.” He slopes out the back door, shutting it with a bang behind him.
“Listen,” I say after Ed has gone, “we need to figure out how we can get back into the museum ASAP. Nina can you think of any ways we can sneak in unnoticed?”
Nina sits down and ponders for a few minutes.
“No,” she answers. “I cannot.”
“Come on, this is ridiculous Felix,” Isaac says.
“You can’t seriously be thinking of sneaking into the museum. That’s breaking and entering. You could go to prison!”
I roll my eyes.
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“Don’t exaggerate. It’s not breaking and entering,” I reply. “What’s your bright idea then? Do you want to solve this mystery or not?”
Isaac doesn’t answer. His lips are in a thin, tight line.
“A-HA!” Nina springs out of her chair, her pigtails
swaying. “I’ve got it. The security at the entrance have a tea break between 4 and 5 p.m. If we go then, our chances of slipping in are better than normal.”
I nod.
“All right, let’s meet at the front of the museum tomorrow after school at 4 p.m. It’s not foolproof but we haven’t got anything else.”
Nina nods but Isaac’s expression is stormy.
“Are you in, Isaac?” I ask. My stomach feels funny.
For the first time in my life, I’m worried what his reply
will be.
Isaac’s expression doesn’t change.
“I’ve been thinking,” he starts to say. I swallow hard. This does not sound like a ‘Yes’. “Whatever’s inside that box
doesn’t belong to us. Does it?”
“Doesn’t it?” Nina asks. “Why are we doing this then?”
“We don’t know who it belongs to,” I argue.
“Finders keepers, right?”
“But now we know the damage to Optimus was an
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accident, do we need the money for a security system
anymore?” Isaac says quietly. “Besides, I don’t like being reckless and acting dangerously just to get what we want. It’s not the way to go about things.”
I can’t believe my ears. Something inside me feels like it snaps in two. The words rush out before I can stop them.
“Not the way?! If it weren’t for me doing these things, we wouldn’t have found out anything! We wouldn’t know that Ed found the coin in the first place.
We wouldn’t have found the box in the museum. If we did everything according to the rules, Isaac, we’d still be at square one. All you do is tell me what not to do, but you never come up with other ideas or plans. You’re too busy being a goody two shoes to be a real detective!”
Nina’s horrified gasp ricochets around the room.
Isaac’s expression changes from stormy to shocked.
He looks like he’s going to cry.
Blinking, I feel like I am emerging from an out-of-body experience. Hot waves of shame wash over me when I realise what I’ve done. What was I thinking? Isaac is my best friend. He’s my brother from another mother.
“Isaac–” I croak. But he won’t look at me. He sniffs, stands up stiffly and walks out the back door.
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Nina stares wordlessly at me, her mouth open.
“Here we are.” Mum shuffles in, carrying a tray laden with food. Placing it down on the table, she looks at us both. “Where’s Eddie? Where’s Isaac? What happened? Felix, you look like you seen a ghost. Aiya! Are you OK?”
“I’m OK, Mum, just a bit of a headache.”
My head is whirling, so I hold it in my hands while Mum feels my forehead.
I’ve really hurt my best friend, even though I didn’t mean to. But why can’t Isaac understand how much it means to me to solve this mystery? I swallow down the lump in my throat. We’ve come this far. We can’t stop now. I lift my head from my hands, meeting Nina’s wide-eyed stare, in which I detect a tinge of concern.
“Tomorrow,” I say.
“Tomorrow,” she replies with a nods.
“Tomorrow?” Mum chimes in. “Why wish for tomorrow when you still have today? You kids, always wishing your life away. Wait ’til you are old like me. Then you’ll be happy with today.”
“Today?” I exclaim. “No way!”
My stomach is in knots, and it feels like I will never be happy again.
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How can I be when Isaac is cross with me? I have no one to blame but myself.
My eyes start to well up and I quickly rub my face with my hands. Mum and Nina are both staring at me in silence when all of a sudden Mum bursts out singing Chinese opera. Before I know it, I start to laugh, which makes Nina and Mum laugh too. And even though I feel terrible, it helps.
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    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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