

		
Nina’s already waiting in front of the museum when I arrive, out of breath, having run most of the way from home. I look around, hoping to see Isaac too, but he is nowhere in sight. After trying to contact him last night on the walkie-talkie and failing, I hoped he’d had a change of heart after a night’s sleep. We had different classes today too, so I didn’t get the chance to see him at school.
Outside the museum entrance is a big display board with the words:
MUSEUM CHARITY FUNDRAISER –
TONIGHT!
“It’s tonight?” I turn to Nina. “You didn’t say it was tonight.”
She looks shocked. “I forgot! Must have been all that stuff with the box and Margery.”
I check around us again, just in case Isaac is late.
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“He’s not coming,” Nina says, reading my mind.
“Your friendship is…” She makes the gesture of her throat being slit.
I frown.
“Unhelpful, Nina, and not true. Me and Isaac go blood deep. He’ll forgive me. He knows I didn’t mean it.”
Nina shrugs and points to the double glass doors leading into the museum.
“I’ve been watching the front for the last five minutes. The security just left for their tea break. Now’s our chance.”
My Casio reads 16:02:08. I peer through the glass and see one person behind the front desk, busy talking to some visitors. No other staff are in sight.
“All right, follow me,” I hiss, tiptoeing lightly up the front steps to the doors, which slide wide open.
Inside, I spot the corridor towards the back of the museum leading to the staircase. We just have to get across the open foyer and then we are clear!
“Ready?” I whisper over my shoulder to Nina.
I narrow my eyes, focusing on the corridor entrance, mentally preparing to dart across like a ninja, when a hand clamps down on my shoulder.
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“Young man, I’m afraid you will have to vacate the
premises. You too, Nina. Really, I am very surprised at
your behaviour.”
My stomach somersaults. Oh no!
Looking up into Margery’s unforgiving eyes, all my hopes of solving the mystery crumble.
Margery wastes no time escorting us out. Limp and defeated, I let myself be walked out of the museum.
Nina shuffles alongside me, whimpering to herself.
“As I said,” Margery snaps when we reach the doors that slide open for our evacuation, “Neither of you can come in here again without an adult. Is that clear?”
We both nod miserably and step outside, the doors closing behind us. Margery remains glaring at us from the other side of the glass, making sure we leave.
We slope down the steps and huddle at one side of the
building, out of Margery’s sight.
“What now?” Nina sighs. “I really hope she doesn’t tell my parents.”
“Nothing,” I mumble, my shoulders sagging.
“That’s it. It’s over. Go home.”
“But, but…” Nina stutters. “Are you just going to
give up?”
“Yes, I give up, I–” I stop mid-sentence as a familiar
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pungent scent drifts up my nose. I know that smell; it’s–
“Give up? Give up what?”
It’s Isaac! He’s walking towards us and next to him is Ed. That’s the smell – Ed’s Lynx deodorant.
He hasn’t changed, still wearing the same brown hoodie and green combat trousers. I wonder if when I am a teenager I won’t change my clothes for days.
I can’t imagine Mum letting me get away with that.
“What’s this talk about giving up?” Isaac asks.
“Felix is giving up on the mystery,” Nina states.
“Margery just kicked us out when we tried to slip into
the museum.”
“She was waiting for us,” I add. “Like a spy.”
Isaac nods and points to Ed. “I brought a secret weapon.”
Nina and I look at Ed blankly.
“He’s an adult,’ Isaac explains. “He can come in with us.”
“You are?” I ask Ed, who shrugs and says, “I’m eighteen. So technically, yes.”
I stare at Isaac open-mouthed as it dawns on me that he’s saved the day!
“Sometimes the best way to figure something out is to make the rules work for you,” he says, looking straight back at me.
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“Isaac, you genius!” I holler, nearly bowling him over in a massive hug before I can stop myself. I feel Isaac stiffen for a moment but, to my relief, he returns the hug. “I’m sorry for what I said,” I say in a low voice, directly to him. “I really am.”
“S’OK,” Isaac replies. “I know how much solving this mystery means to you. That’s why I caught up with Ed yesterday and asked him to help us.”
He paused. “I also asked him to imagine what Mrs Lee would do if she knew he was digging around in her special lucky plant. Wearing a disguise.”
“I would’ve helped out anyway,” Ed adds quickly.
“Especially when Isaac told me about the coin’s connection to the long-lost box. If we get the box open, we might
get rich!”
“Yes and no,” I say.
Everyone stares at me.
“I’ve thought about it, and Isaac’s right.” I flash him a quick look and see that his cheeks are red.
“Whatever’s inside – valuable or not – it doesn’t belong to us. We can’t just take it for ourselves.”
I swallow. “We have to do the right thing and tell the museum if we find anything.”
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I look at Isaac again and he smiles at me.
“You’re going to need this,” he says, and hands me the coin, which he’s been keeping safe in his underwear drawer. The knot that’s been in my stomach since we fought starts
to loosen.
Nina looks baffled and Ed is picking his nose.
“Ed,” I shout. “GROSS!”
“Sorry,” Ed mumbles. “It’s the nerves. The responsibility of being your elder.”
I slip the coin into my jeans pocket, then shove Ed towards the bottom of the steps, and we fall in behind him.
“Come on, everyone,” I urge. “Follow Ed. Lead us past Marjory and to the storage room.”
All of a sudden, Ed stops abruptly, making us all collide into him.
“Sorry!” Ed says. “But guess who I just saw inside.”
I look over his shoulder but can’t see anyone familiar.
“Sweet-and-Sour Granny,” Ed explains. “I think
she volunteers here.”
My jaw drops open. Sweet-and-Sour Granny. She is the worst possible person to be hanging around today.
“Oh no,” groans Isaac. “We’re doomed. This case
is doomed.”
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“I just thought she played chess here,” I say. “But it seems she’s here all the time. Which makes sense. It’s a great place to find out about things.”
“Let me guess,” Nina says. “She’s one of your customers. No Peppers. Only Chips Please. Sweet-and-Sour Granny. Why do you not call them by their names?”
“Mum says their names all sounded the same at first, so it just stuck as a way of remembering the customers,” I tell Nina.
“Besides,” Ed adds. “Mrs Lee doesn’t call me by my name exactly. She calls me Eddie.”
“Look, Eddie,” I say, “if Sweet-and-Sour Granny heads our way, can you distract her?”
“Me? How?”
“You must know all the local gossip from doing deliveries,” Nina says. “Use that. If she’s as nosy as you all say, she’ll lap it up.”
“I may be a delivery person,” Ed says huffily, “but I have morals. I’m not going to sling rumour and gossip just so we can create a smokescreen.”
“Hang on,” Isaac says. “You take a coin that isn’t yours, hide it in property that isn’t yours, accidentally damage that property that isn’t yours, and now you have morals?”



		
149



	


		
I grin at Isaac. I couldn’t have put it better myself!
“Time’s ticking,” I remind Ed. I pat my jeans pocket, feeling the outline of the coin stashed inside.
Ed looks at all three of us.
“OK.” He exhales. “Let’s roll.”
“Hey, that’s my line,” I retort… but he’s already halfway through the museum door.
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