

		
Once we’re all inside the museum, I pivot my head every which way to check for Margery, but she is nowhere in sight.
Phew, I think. Maybe we have a chance this time.
We all keep our heads down and walk in a single file, following Nina across the foyer and through the corridor towards the stairs. Any minute I expect a tap on the shoulder and to turn round and find Margery with her disapproving glare, or Sweet-and-Sour Granny ready to pepper us
with questions.
Somehow no one stops us. We make it all the way down the staff corridor to the staircase that goes up to the storage room. I’m relieved to see that the broken plank at the very top has been fixed.
“You wait down here,” Nina instructs Ed. “Send a warning if anyone approaches.”
“Like what?” Ed asks.
“The Transformers theme tune worked for me,”
Isaac says.
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“I’m not ten,” Ed answers, but, before I can respond to this insult, Nina cuts in.
“Just use your imagination,” she says. “I’m sure you
have one.”
I look at Isaac. In the flurry of trying to get into the
museum, it’s only now occurred to me that we have to go upstairs to the storage room again. Something he wasn’t happy about yesterday.
“Um, you don’t have to go up if you don’t want to,” I tell him. “Looks like the step’s fixed now, so it’s not like I’ll be doing anything dangerous this time.”
In response, Isaac rolls up a trouser leg and I see he is wearing his skating knee pads.
With a flourish, he shrugs up his jumper sleeve, revealing elbow pads and a wrist brace on his arm.
He then gives me a thumbs up.
He is ready.
I feel warm and fuzzy inside.
Isaac is the best friend anyone could ever want. He is prepared to go up a dangerous staircase because he knows how much it means to me.
After I insulted him, too. I want to tell him how much I love him but what comes
out is:
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“I’m really sorry I called you a goody two shoes, Isaac.
I was just so frustrated but that’s no excuse. You are smart – smarter than me and you were only ever looking out for me when you didn’t want me to do dangerous things. I’m super lucky that you’re my friend.”
He gives me a lopsided grin, which I know means that I’m forgiven.
“It’s one of the things I like most about you,” he says. “Your impulsiveness. It makes me do things I would be too scared to do normally.”
“And you’re a brainiac. You know how to get things done without almost killing yourself,” I reply.
“You kids are intense. And complex,” Ed murmurs.
Nina is already at the top of the stairs, waving us up to join her. Isaac and I quickly head up. This time, it’s not as scary because I know what to expect. Inside the room, all the dust sheets have been removed from the items for the fundraiser. The long table that was covered with auction items when we were last here is bare.
“Oh no!” I exclaim. “Where has everything gone?!”
Nina’s worried expression mirrors mine.
“They must have taken stuff downstairs for the auction tonight,” she says. Instinctively we both march straight to
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the back cabinet, and, to my relief, the cardboard box is still there in the same spot.
“Isaac, hurry! Over here!” I say.
I turn to find Isaac standing right behind me wearing a mask over his nose and mouth and a pair of swimming goggles.
“Jeepers,” I holler. “You scared me!”
His muffled reply makes perfect sense. “Dust.”
Nina takes the cardboard box off the shelf and puts it on the floor. Together we unfold the top flaps to reveal the wooden lid of the treasure box.
“Wow,” Isaac breathes over my shoulder. “Check out
the dragons.”
Nina snaps on her white gloves and hands out extra pairs she’s brought for me and Isaac. I’m impressed.
Maybe she is suited to crime solving. I slip mine on and carefully lift out the treasure box. Before I put it down, I shake it gently. Nothing moves inside. I pass it to Nina and Isaac, who both do the same, but none of us can detect the presence of anything in it.
I pull the coin out of my pocket. I fumble in my gloves to peel off the seven layers of cling film I’ve wrapped the coin in to protect it.
“Come on, butterfingers,” Nina hisses. “We don’t have
all day.”
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Her eyes look nervously towards the door.
“Ready?” I ask, removing the last bit of cling film. Nina nods and Isaac blinks. Carefully, I place the coin in the coin-shaped indent on the box lid.
It fits perfectly, and as I press the coin in, a gentle click
sound comes from the box. We all stare at it, waiting.
But nothing changes.
“What was that noise?” Nina asks. “Let me have a look.”
She picks up the box with both hands, turning it this way and that, inspecting it from all angles.
She pokes the brass inlay, then strokes the edges.
“Don’t pat it like a pet,” I say. “Let Isaac try.”
Nina grunts but hands the box over to Isaac.
Isaac’s technique is to tap the box on all sides while holding it up to his ears.
“What are you doing?” Nina asks.
“Percussive testing to determine presence of materials within the box cavity,” is Isaac’s reply.
I’m impressed that we heard him, given his mouth and nose are covered by his eye mask. He taps away but the box
remains unchanged.
“Negative,” he declares, passing it to me.
I turn it over in my hands, trying to see if there is unevenness



		
155



	


		
to the weight, which might give a clue to where a hidden lock or bolt might be. No luck.
I skim my fingers across the ridges of the closed
compartments, the brass inlay on the four corners of the lid, the hungry dragons. There is nothing more to touch or examine. The brass handles on either side are securely fastened. I gently tug the left. Nothing. I try the right. The same.
“Twoot-Twoot. Twoot-Twoot.”
I look up.
“What’s that?”
The noise is coming from outside.
“Is that an owl?” Nina asks.
Isaac shakes his head.
“Negative. Owls are usually nocturnal. It’s unlikely any would be awake at his hour.”
Owl or no owl, the box needs to be protected. I go to place the box back but my hand slips. My fingers catch the right brass ring, which twists and clicks.
A compartment shoots open from beneath the lid, but before any of us can see what it is, a voice shouts.
“Gotcha!”
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