

		
Sweet-and-Sour Granny is standing in the doorway.
“What are you three doing here?” she demands.
“And what is that in your hands? Put it down right
this minute.”
My hands react faster than I can think. I push the drawer shut and slip the coin back into my pocket.
Ed’s head appears over her shoulder, out of breath.
“Dudes,” he pants. “I gave the warning signal.
Didn’t you hear?”
“We didn’t hear any warning signal,” Nina says.
“Did we?”
Isaac and I shake our heads.
“He means the owl noises he was making,” Sweet-
and-Sour Granny answers.
“ED!” Isaac, Nina and I exclaim. “Owls?”
“It was the first thing I thought of,” Ed mutters.
“It was the nerves. I thought it worked ’cos she went off. But then she came back.”
“I went to call your parents,” Sweet-and-Sour
Granny smirked.
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“I knew something was up the minute I spotted you all
heading up here. Which is out of bounds to the public. I might be old, but I’m not daft.”
“You saw us?” Isaac exclaims.
“What type of children walk in single file? Guilty ones, that’s who!” Sweet-and-Sour Granny snaps.
She marches towards us and I stare, frozen to the spot as she approaches. Is there no getting away from her?
She’s everywhere! Our takeaway. The chess group.
The museum. I wonder if she has a twin.
“Give me that.” She points to the box.
“No,” I squawk. But she bends over and grabs it from
me anyway.
“Careful!” Nina gasps. “That’s a precious artefact.
At least wear these.” She peels off her white gloves, but
Sweet-and-Sour Granny is having none of it and cuts
her off.
“If it’s precious, it’s just as well that you children are not messing about with it anymore,” she declares.
“Now scoot back downstairs. Your parents will be
here soon.”
Uncle and Auntie Ding are already waiting in the
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museum foyer when we arrive, shepherded there by Sweet-and-Sour Granny, who is holding the box like a trophy she won for being the best busybody in Leighton-on-Sea.
“Nina Ding,” Auntie Ding screeches, her beehive hairdo wobbling wildly. “What is the meaning of this?
Your father and I arrived to set up for the fundraiser, and this lady –” she shakes a red fingernail towards Sweet-and-Sour Granny – “tells us you have been trespassing on
museum property.”
“Let me explain, Mum,” Nina starts, but Uncle Ding cuts her off.
“Young lady , how could you shame us, on today of all days? Do you know how much money my dental practice has invested to make this charity fundraiser a success? Do you know how many strings I had to pull to get the Oxford Dean of Victorian Studies to attend? Do you know how hard we work to put you into the best school, make sure you have everything you need? This behaviour is disgraceful.”
Nina’s head bows and her shoulders start to shake.
She sniffs and snivels and soon she is having a full- on crying fit. Before I can stop it, my hand reaches out and pats her awkwardly on her shoulder. For the second time, I find myself feeling sorry for Nina.
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I’m glad my mum and dad aren’t as demanding as Auntie and Uncle Ding.
The squeal of an ambulance siren cuts through Uncle Ding’s lecture. An actual yellow-and-green ambulance pulls up in front of the museum. Mum and Dad and Isaac’s dad jump out of it and run towards us!
“Isaac!” Mr Campbell shouts at the exact same moment Mum and Dad scream, “Felix!”
Mum nearly bowls me over, as she and Dad wrap me in a giant hug. When Mum finally lets me go, the first thing I see is Nina standing to one side with her head hanging low. As well as ignoring us, her parents seem to be ignoring her now as well.
“Thank goodness you’re all right,” I hear Mr Campbell say to Isaac. “What were you thinking trespassing inside the museum? I was at the takeaway when Wendy got the call. Luckily I had the ambulance with me. Got here as fast as–”
“I thought you were arrested when Sweet-and-Sour Granny called!” Mum is yelling now that she knows I’m all right. “Do you know what that did to my heart?
Jang dee wan dai…”
“Son, you have given us more scares in the last few
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days than your whole–” Dad chips in.
“Wait until I inform the Leighton-on-Sea Enquirer about this!” I hear Sweet-and-Sour Granny declare.
The adults talk over each other, their voices competing
for volume.
A swell of frustration erupts in my stomach, the feeling growing until it boils over. Before I can stop myself, I yell at the top of my lungs, “THAT’S ENOUGH!”
The silence that follows is what I imagine the quiet is like inside the eye of a tornado. Everyone is staring at me, along with a few strangers who happen to be passing through the museum. Auntie and Uncle Ding look at me like I’m a worm. Mum and Dad look confused and worried. Mr Campbell looks tired, and Sweet-and-Sour Granny is properly smug.
I take the box from her hands before she can protest.
“Everyone, listen,” I say. “I can explain everything.
This is an ancient treasure box that belonged to a diplomat called Li Hung Chang who visited the UK around 1896.”
Auntie and Uncle Ding’s expressions change from cross to mild interest.
I reach into my jeans pocket and pull out the coin.
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“See this? Only a few days ago, this coin was hidden in the soil in Optimus’s pot.”
“Octo-what?” asks Auntie Ding, confused.
“Our money tree plant at Lucky House,” I explain.
“What? But how?” Mum and Dad both ask.
“It’s a long story,” Ed mumbles. “It starts with a
metal detector.”
Before Ed can start rambling on, I interject and tell Mum and Dad about how Ed found the coin. And how Only Chips Please bumped into Ed by accident, setting off the whole chain of events, investigated at each stage by Isaac and me. And Nina.
“So no one is trying to destroy our plant or our luck?” Mum says, relief flooding across her face.
“That’s right, Mum. Isaac and I showed the coin to Mr Tsui who told us about Li Hung Chang and his box. He said the box could only be opened by a special coin.”
“And when they told me about the coin,” Nina butts in, “I told them I had seen similar coins here in the museum.”
“Which was wrong,” I add. “But when we were looking at the not-similar coins, I found this box.”
“So if you follow this to its logical conclusion, that’s
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what led us to this very moment in time,” Isaac finishes.
“A likely story,” Sweet-and-Sour Granny sniffs.
“So this coin you found in our money tree… It can open this box too?” Dad asks.
I nod.
“Can I have a look, son?” Dad asks.
I pass him the box. He reads out loud in Chinese what is engraved on the coin.
“Gah choy fu yu.”
“Riches add to home,” I translate for Isaac and his dad.
“Exactly what Mr Tsui said.”
“And this: ban gaat yow sing,” Dad finishes, reading the characters engraved on the box lid. “That means and virtues to the man.”
“Just men?” Nina asks. “Bit sexist.”
“It is from old times,” Dad answers. He passes the box and coin back to me. “Felix, show us.”
I nod. I hold the coin up high for a moment so everyone can see. The air feels heavy with expectation.
Slightly giddy, I take a deep breath and slip the coin into the indent, where it sits snugly.
“WHOOOA!” Mum, Dad, Mr Campbell, and Auntie and Uncle Ding all exclaim. Even Sweet-and-Sour Granny makes a noise that sounds like amazement.
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I flex my fingers and with a flourish, turn the brass handle on the right. The same click happens as before and the top drawer shoots out.
“WAAAAHH!” The communal shout is loud enough to be heard back at our takeaway.
Dad approaches me, his eyes shining. For a brief moment, I can imagine what he looked like as a young boy before he became my dad.
He pulls the drawer out to its full length and lifts out what looks like a cream-coloured scroll of paper.
Unrolling it, his eyes grow big. He holds it up to us. It’s a calligraphy scroll. It looks like rice paper mounted on silk. The picture is of butterflies embroidered in multicoloured threads, with Chinese calligraphy script in dark ink running down the length of the scroll. Dad translates what is written on it.
“To know me and judge me is a task for the next millennium.”
I hold the box while Dad looks through the other two scrolls hidden inside the box.
The silence between us is full of awe.
“If I am correct,” Dad says, “these scrolls may be the poems of Li Hung Chang. Kids…” I squeeze my eyes shut, bracing for the long lecture to follow about breaking rules
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and not quite telling the whole truth.“…Congratulations on solving a hundred-year-old mystery.”
My eyes fly open. I stare from face to face. Mum and Dad look amazed and proud. Isaac’s dad is chuckling.
Uncle and Auntie Ding are staring at me like they’ve just seen me for the first time.
Uncle Ding clears his throat and makes a noise like he wants to speak but only a gurgle comes out. Auntie Ding walks over to Nina and reaches for her hand.
“We were wrong, daughter,” she says. “Sometimes you have to bend the rules for a good result. Well done.”
Nina looks shocked, but when her mum pulls her in for a hug, her whole face beams. I look over at Isaac, who is smiling so hard, I can tell his cheeks are hurting.
My chest feels warm and my head is buzzing so hard with excitement that it feels like it might pop off! So this is what being a good detective feels like. I love it!
“Don’t forget me,” Ed says, elbowing his way between me and Isaac. “It were me who found the coin in the first place.”
I laugh.
“You sure did, Eddie – you sure did!”
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