

		
“Look at this!”
Bev waves a copy of the Leighton-on-Sea Enquirer in the air as she arrives for her shift. It’s 17:43:03 and we’re getting ready to open. The phone’s already ringing but I’ve diverted it to the answering machine until 6 p.m., our official opening time. Bev hands the newspaper to Isaac, who lays it flat on the shop counter.
“Wow!” Reading over his shoulder, I see me, Isaac and Nina on the front page. The grainy photo shows me holding Li Hung Chang’s treasure box out towards the camera while Nina and Isaac each hold up the scrolls on either side of me. The headline reads ‘Lucky House Detectives Solve Mystery of Missing Chinese Treasure Box’.
“Sweet-and-Sour Granny wasted no time, did she?” I say. “It was incredible how fast that reporter got to the museum yesterday.”
“She’s got fingers in all sorts of pies, that one,” Bev
comments. “Read it out to me, boys, while I write up
the specials.”
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			[image: A newspaper titled Leighton-on-Sea Enquirer dated Saturday 28th September 1996 features a headline about detectives solving the mystery of a missing Chinese treasure box alongside an illustration of three people holding scrolls and a box.  Description generated by AI]
		

		
“You do the honours.” I push the paper towards Isaac.
He clears his throat and starts reading in hi newsreader voice, which is much like his genius voice.
“An unlikely trio were behind the discovery of an antique Chinese treasure box that has been missing since the late 1800s. Property of Chinese diplomat Li Hung Chang, who visited Leighton-on-Sea during his tour of Great Britain, the box was revealed to contain three calligraphy scrolls, showcasing poetry believed to have been composed by Li Hung Chang himself. Friends Felix Lee (11), Isaac Campbell (11) and Nina Ding (12), who go by the name of the Lucky House Detective Agency , came into the possession of an old coin, found by local youth Ed Lemmon (18) on the
shores of Rocky Bay Reach. With the help of Wing Wun



	


		
supermarket owner and local history buff, Wilson Tsui (63), the trio were able to match the coin with the box, which was due to be auctioned at the Leighton-on-Sea Museum Charity Fundraiser. Nina Ding, volunteer museum intern and future Oxbridge candidate, said: ‘As soon as I saw Felix’s drawing of the coin, I knew I had seen that shape on a box inside the museum. So, I put two and two together and I was right. I intend to read criminology in the future.’”
“Typical Nina,” I interrupt, “taking the credit for
everything.”
“Her dad did egg her on,” Isaac replies. “He literally told her what to say to the reporter.”
“I guess. What else does it say?” I ask.
“The scrolls will be displayed at the Leighton-on-Sea Museum for two weeks. All tickets sold will join the proceeds of the charity fundraiser for Dental Help for the Elderly, after which the scrolls will be returned to China.”
“Speaking of elderly, we have company.” Bev nods towards the front window, where Only Chips Please is being pushed in a wheelchair by No Peppers. “Shall we open early and let them in?”
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I go to unlock the front door, passing Optimus who is back in pride of place in the alcove now that the floor is fixed. Mum and Dad repotted him in a beautiful new blue-and-white porcelain pot. His leaves look green and healthy and I can tell he is happy to be back inside.
Stroking the spongy green leaves closest to me, I whisper, “Thanks, Optimus,” and unlock the door.
“Oh, you’re early,” No Peppers says. “It’s not six
o’clock yet.”
“It’s all right – you can come in.” I open the door wide so he can manoeuvre the wheelchair inside.
“What happened to your mobility scooter, Mr Chips?”
I ask.
“Faulty brakes,” he wheezes. “Luckily Desmond knows someone who can fix it for me quick.
And he had this spare wheelchair on hand. He’s been such a help.” He grins a mostly toothless smile up at No Peppers, who looks pleased, if embarrassed.
“Your name’s Desmond?” Isaac pipes up from behind
the counter.
Mum comes out from the kitchen and through the open counter hatch. She nods at No Peppers and pats Only Chips Please on the shoulder.
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“This one is called Bill,” she says, grinning.
“You knew their names all along?” I gasp.
“Of course. But code names are more mysterious, right?” She laughs at my expression, walking towards Optimus.
“Our lucky money plant is all better.” She smiles, dusting a few glossy leaves. “Strong luck, this one. It held the coin that solved the mystery.”
The wall phone rings. I check my Casio. 18:00:01 on
the dot.
“Shop’s open,” I say to Isaac, who picks up the phone. His eyes widen and he holds it out in my direction.
“For me?” I ask, going around the counter to take it from him. “Hello, Lucky House.”
The voice on the other end of the line is unfamiliar.
“Is this the right number for the Lucky House
Detective Agency?”
I’m gobsmacked but manage to reply, “Yes, yes, it is!”
My detective instincts kick in and I whip my notepad out from my back pocket, opening it to a fresh page on the counter. I grab the pen we use for taking orders.
“I have a mystery that needs solving,” the voice says.
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My hand hovers over my notepad, ready.
“You’ve come to the right place.”
“Remember these code words. Chicken satay. Sesame prawn toast. Crispy shredded beef. Egg fried rice. I’ll call back when it’s safe with more information.”
The line clicks dead and I look at the receiver for a few moments before placing it back on the hook. Heart pounding, I scribble down what was said. I’m so excited that I underline some of the code words twice. Looking up, I realise the shop is quiet. Everyone is staring at me.
Isaac breaks the silence.
“Who was that?”
I grin.
“Our next mystery.”
“Really?” Isaac’s eyes light up. “But remember,” he says, “no more risky business this time.”
“We’ll see,” I reply, laughing. “The Lucky House Detective Agency is open for business. Let’s roll.”
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