
    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time an old woman lived with her husband in a damp and dismal cottage in the middle of a forest. They spent most of every day working on their small farm, gathering wood for the fire, and carrying heavy buckets of water from the stream to their home.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The work was hard for the old couple. Thankfully their days of labour were short, as the winter nights were so very long and they had nothing but candles to light their world when the sun went down. "Come, husband, we must find our way inside before dark," said the old woman.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  In truth, everyone, regardless of whether they were rich or poor was limited at night to the circle of light offered by a candle. The rich could afford the brighter, cleaner light of beeswax candles while they enjoyed sumptuous feasts or danced in elegant gowns.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Poor people often relied on a single candle made from animal fat. "It's good that we're eating soup," said the old man, "for I can't see well enough to cut meat...if we had meat." The old woman smiled at her husband's joke. She was content, but a bit sad that their days of dancing were long behind them.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  To provide the light for their home, the old woman made the candles herself by melting down sheep fat in a cauldron over the fire in their hearth. She hummed a quiet song while she stirred the pot and smiled as she remembered dancing with her husband in their youth.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When the fat was all melted, she ladled the liquid into a mould, adding a wick, and left it to harden away from the meagre heat of the small fire. She darned her husband's socks while she waited for the tallow candle to set.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Are you cool yet?" she asked the candles, for she had no children to talk to. She tapped the tallow and saw that it was hard. Then she carefully pried a new candle from its cradle and rubbed it tenderly to smooth its soft skin.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  She caressed each candle as if it were a new born child. The old woman was not the mother, but the midwife who helped give birth. For the candle's mother was the sheep with its white coat. Its father was the black cauldron, always near the flames of the fire. These parents gave the candle a brilliantly white body and a comfort with fire that would let the candle shine a bright white light from the inside.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The candles would be used during long, winter nights with the old woman sitting close to the candlelight to mend clothes and the old man repairing garden tools. "Do you remember when we used to dance?" asked the old woman. The old man just nodded, without lifting his eyes from his work.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Freshly made, each candle was clean and white, ready to light the room for the old couple for many evenings. But one particular candle rolled to the back of the shelf and lay forgotten for some time. "I can't believe we've used all the candles already. I think I must make more," sighed the tired, old woman.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Over time, soot from the smoky fire began to settle over the bright, new candle. It became dirtier and dirtier until it was completely covered by black smudges. That poor candle had so looked forward to lighting up the world of the old couple during the dark, winter nights. It lay sadly at the back of the shelf, forgotten and unused, without a purpose.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  It was as if the black soot had covered the candle's eyes and taken away its purpose. "What am I doing here?" it thought sadly. "Nobody remembers that I exist." Inside the candle was the prospect of a shining light, but this was hidden by the shell of darkness.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The poor couple had few possessions. What little they owned was stored on the shelf alongside the tallow candle. A square of cloth lay neatly folded in front of the candle. "I have many uses," said the cloth, proudly. "I can be used to patch torn clothes, to protect food from dirt and flies in summer, or to clean the house."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Suddenly the fire crackled and shifted, blowing ashes from the hearth onto the floor. "Oh, dear!" the old woman sighed. She strained to reach the shelf and took the cloth down to wipe up the ashes. When she placed the cloth back on the shelf, some of the ash settled onto the candle.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  "I look after many things for the old woman," boasted a little wooden box with a lid. "I keep her sewing needle and her buttons safe, and I store her thimble, ready for her to use."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  One evening when the woman was finished with her sewing she tried to place the box on the shelf, but couldn't quite reach. As she nudged the box in place its lid jumped open and closed, stirring a wind that blew even more dust onto the unhappy candle.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "I am a useful possession, too," crowed the skein of wool next to the cloth. "I can be used to darn socks or to tie parcels... But what are you? Just a sooty, sticky lump." The poor candle rolled farther into the shadows, feeling sorry for itself.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The cloth, the wool, and the wooden box huddled together on the shelf, as far from the candle as they could move. They were afraid that some of the candle's dirt would rub off on them. "I think it's about time we get rid of this evil, dirty lump," whispered the wool.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  "Oh, woe," cried the candle with silent tears. "Why was I ever born?" it thought to itself. For the candle's inner and outer lights were covered by darkness. It lacked the spirit and confidence to go on in life.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The most useful possession of all sat silently near the boastful occupants of the shelf. This was the tinderbox, a simple tool used to create a spark of fire without the need for matches or electricity. The old man used the tinderbox to light the fire every morning. Without this tool, they would have no heat or comfort in their home.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The kind tinderbox didn't like to see the tallow candle looking so miserable and unloved. It could see through the dark outer shell into the very soul of the candle where a small flicker of the inner light lived on. The tinderbox moved closer to the candle and smiled, giving the candle some relief from the sharp criticisms of the other occupants of the shelf.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The next time the old man returned it to the shelf, the tinderbox edged even closer to the candle, so close that they touched. "Don't be sad," it whispered to the candle. "All will be well soon." The tinderbox nudged the candle out of the crack at the back of the shelf and rolled it to the very front of the ledge.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The next day just before the old man was ready to light the fire, the tinderbox called to the cloth, the wooden box, and the wool, "Come, let's push this dirty candle off the shelf." The three other conspirators helped the tinderbox nudge the startled candle over the edge of the shelf. Then, to their surprise, the tinderbox jumped as well, landing right next to the candle.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The plan worked. When the old man reached up onto the shelf to grasp the tinderbox, his fingers traced the bare shelf. "Hmm," he muttered. "Where can it be?" He looked to the floor and saw the missing tinderbox and the blackened candle. "Look at this!" he called to his wife with excitement. "Here's a candle we missed. We'll be able to light this tonight!"

 


  


    

    

    
    
  That evening, as the night drew in, the old woman lit the candle and placed it in a saucer on the table. "It's very sooty on the outside," she remarked. "But the light burns just as brightly as any other candle."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  As the warm light stretched to the corners of the house, droplets of fat melted down the side of the candle, hiding its sooty outer coat. At last the lonely candle was able to serve a useful purpose in life!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The candle no longer felt unloved, and basked in the warm glow that it had created for the poor husband and wife. "Oh, joy!" the candle shouted silently. "Now I remember the bright purpose I was born to fulfil. For my mother, the sheep, gave me brightness and light. And my father, the cauldron, gave me fire and energy."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Each evening the old man took the candle and the tinderbox down from the shelf. One night the old woman hummed her little song while she worked. "Would you like to dance, my dear?" asked the old man. He took his wife of fifty years into his arms and twirled her before the fire. The man and woman danced as they had in their youth.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  As for the other possessions on the shelf, they lay there quietly until they were needed, but that wasn't until many months later. They envied the candle's central position on the table and wished they could be there too, brightening the lives of the old man and woman.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As the fat slowly melted, the tallow candle thought about its strange life. Once it had been pushed into the shadows, covered with dirt, and treated poorly. But now it was able to share its light with those who needed it, becoming the centre of their world.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "What joy!" thought the candle. "This is my true purpose, to shine bright and radiant, bringing warmth and gladness to my family for a long and happy future."
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    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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