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		Molly was sitting as close to the air conditioner as she could. “Mum,” moaned her brother, “stop Molly from hogging the cool air.” Their mum was too busy fanning her face with a magazine to pay any attention. Molly stuck out her tongue at her brother. It was so hot that even the furniture was sweating.
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		Her dad walked in, his face and hair wet as if he’d been splashing himself with water. “I think it’s time we take our camping trip by the river,” he announced. Every year when the sun was at its hottest, the family went to their favourite camping spot, with its shady trees and cool swimming water. But Molly was not going to go this year.
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“Not me,” said Molly. She’d hated the river ever since something slimy and strange glided past her legs.
“All right,” said her dad with a sigh. “You can stay here with Mrs. Prumell. I’m sure she’d love to babysit you.” Dad knew that Molly didn’t like Mrs. Prumell. Molly scowled in thought. Finally, she decided that not even Mrs. Prumell was as bad as the river.
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Being babysat was better than being tangled, pinched, stung, or eaten alive by whatever lurked beneath the water. Molly imagined things with razor-sharp teeth, stingers, and tentacles that grabbed and would not let go. No. Staying at home was a much safer option.
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		Once her family left, Molly was almost sorry she had not gone. It was boring in the house and Mrs. Prumell made her eat disgusting leftovers. Late at night Molly awoke to find a fairy floating above her. At least, Molly thought it was a fairy. She’d seen them in pictures in books. The book fairies were soft and delicate, but not this one. Her expression was severe, her gown was dark with swirling patterns, and her hair hung down like water weeds.
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		“Why aren’t you with your family?” demanded the fairy.
“I don’t like the river,” said Molly timidly.
“You don’t like it or you are afraid of it?” asked the fairy.
“I’m not afraid,” said Molly, but the tremor in her voice gave away the truth.
“I am the River Fairy,” said the fairy. “I am here to teach you that the river and its creatures are nothing to be afraid of. Take my hand.”
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		Molly had never heard of the River Fairy before. Perhaps she was a cousin of the Tooth Fairy who left a shining coin in exchange for a tooth. Either way, going with the fairy was better than lying awake listening to Mrs. Prumell’s knitting needles clicking. Molly took the fairy’s hand.
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Holding the fairy’s hand gave Molly a strange feeling. The walls of her room disappeared. Then Molly thought she was walking, except that the landscape moved by really fast. It was like the time she had been on the train, but what usually took one hour took only a couple of minutes. Molly wished she could travel like this all the time. No more being car sick.
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		The landscape kept whizzing past until Molly could see the campground. She could see her family tent. Her father and her brother were snoring. No one else could snore as loudly as the men in her family. They said it was a family trait.
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		Molly and the fairy stopped next to the river. It looked extra dark and murky at night-time.
“I’m not going in there,” said Molly, crossing her arms over her chest.
“Not only are you going in,” said the fairy, “but you are going to stay in the river for an entire day and get to know the creatures who live there.”
“How can I live in the water?” asked Molly. “I can’t breathe under water.”
“That’s easily fixed,” said the fairy, and she reached into her pocket and took out some powder which she tossed into Molly’s face.
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Suddenly, Molly found herself in the river. She was gulping water, but instead of drowning she could breathe. What had the fairy done to her? She looked over her shoulder and glimpsed a scaly, finned tail. She was a fish!
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As her eyes adjusted to the water, she saw a little tadpole, its eyes round with fright. “Please don’t eat me,” it said. “I’ll do anything! Just let me live.”
“Don’t worry,” said Molly, feeling no desire to eat a tadpole. “Could you just show me around? I’m new here.”
“From further down the river?” asked the tadpole excitedly. “One day I’ll be a frog and I’m going to explore up and down the river.”
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The tadpole led her through the water until they came across some fish that flitted back and forth.
“It looks like they are playing tag,” said Molly.
“Of course they are,” said the tadpole. “Being a fish, you should know that fish are the best at playing tag. You can go join in if you want.”
“Are you going to come?” asked Molly.
“No,” said the tadpole, “not all fish are as nice as you are. They might see me as a snack.”
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		So Molly joined in. She wove left and she dove right. It turned out that human-fish girls were even better at playing tag than ordinary fish. Molly was becoming truly comfortable in her new fish body.
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She went to find her friend, the tadpole, but he’d disappeared in the expanse of the river. Molly looked up closer to the surface of the water, and noticed the sun’s light shining down, making lovely patterns. It felt warm on Molly’s back. Then she searched the pebbly river bottom and nudged between the rocks with her nose.
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		“Over here,” she heard a small voice calling to her. It was her friend, the tadpole. “Can you show me the other animals that live here?” Molly asked. So far all the animals she had met had been so ordinary and not scary. Nothing like she had imagined it would be!
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		Behind the tadpole she saw a strange, duck-billed creature coming toward them. “What’s that?” she asked.
“That is a platypus,” said the tadpole. “He sees by moving his bill across the river bed. He is searching for his breakfast.”
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The tadpole continued guiding her around. What Molly thought was just a rock turned out to be a sleeping turtle. He popped his head out to say hello. “A beautiful day, isn’t it?” he greeted them. “It is,” she said. She hadn’t known she would enjoy life in the river so much or meet such friendly creatures.
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What looked like scary murkiness from above was fun to play hide-and-seek in when you were below! It was only the weeds that felt slimy and tickled. Molly played with her tadpole friend and enjoyed being cool. The day was already much better than yesterday had been with Mrs. Prumell.
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		Suddenly there was splashing above. Little pink legs were kicking, causing the water to swirl around Molly. She wanted to hide among the reeds, even though it could be her own family above her. “Don’t worry,” said the tadpole. “They are just humans. They won’t bother us if we don’t bother them.” Then Molly knew. There was no need to be afraid of the animals that lived in the river. Most of them were too shy and timid to want to do any harm. They were more scared of her than she was of them! They would avoid her if they could.
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		As soon as Molly had this thought, she found herself human again, standing in her bedroom.
“What did you learn?” asked the River Fairy, flying at eye level.
“I learned that I am no longer afraid of the river,” said Molly, “and I can easily share it with the animals that live there. There is enough river for everyone, both animals and humans.” For a moment, the River Fairy’s severe expression changed into a smile. Then with a flutter of wings, she disappeared.
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Next time her family took a trip to the river, Molly jumped in the car, as excited as everyone else. “Glad to have you along,” said her mother. Molly was glad to join them. When they arrived a frog jumped in front of Molly. She was sure she saw it wink. Could it be her friend, the tadpole? Without waiting for the tent to be set up, Molly put on her goggles, jumped into the water, and explored the river bed just like she’d done when she was a fish.
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      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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