

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
Mike and Lilly were two little mice. They lived in a house that belonged to a family of people. One cold winter day, the family had a special guest. Uncle David had come to stay! The children of the family were very excited to see him, and so were the two little mice. It wasn’t very often that guests came to stay in the people’s house, and this guest wasn’t just carrying a suitcase, but a gift, too!
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The two little mice scampered into the living room to watch as Uncle David settled onto the couch with the children by his side. “What’s in the box, Uncle David?” the children asked excitedly. Uncle David smiled.
“You’d better open it and find out!” he said. The children pulled off the paper, curious to see what was inside. Mike and Lilly were curious, too. They peeked out to get a better look.
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“Ooh!” Lilly gasped when she saw the gift. “It’s so beautiful!”
“Yes, but what is it?” Mike wondered. The little mouse had never seen anything like it. It looked like a candle holder, but instead of having room for just one candle it had room for eight, with a ninth branch in the middle that was taller than all the rest.
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“This is a menorah,” Uncle David explained. “It is a special candlestick holder used to celebrate the holiday of Hanukkah. We put eight candles in the menorah to represent the eight nights of Hanukkah. The ninth middle candle is the shamash, which means helper candle. We use the shamash to light the other eight candles, one for each night of the Festival Lights.”
“What is Hanukkah?” asked the children. “Why do we celebrate it for eight nights?”
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Uncle David explained. “Many years ago the Israelites were told they could not be Jewish and were ordered not to worship their God,” he said. “Their holy temple was taken from them and they were told that they had to worship the Greek gods instead. A small group of people called the Maccabees fought against the invaders in a war that lasted three years. Eventually, they won the battle and took back their temple.”
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The children listened excitedly to the story, and so did Mike and Lilly. The two mice scampered onto the couch and hid between the cushions. Uncle David did not know that the two little mice were there, listening as he talked. “The Israelites wanted to rededicate their temple to God,” he continued. “They needed to light the eternal flame in the great lamp, but there was only enough oil left in the lamp for one day.”
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“But it would take eight days to make more oil for the lamp. What could they do? The Israelites decided to light the lamp anyway, and a great miracle took place! Even though the lamp had only enough oil for one day, it kept burning for all eight days, until the new oil was ready! Now, every year, Jews celebrate the holiday of Hanukkah, which means Festival of Lights. They light one candle for every day that the lamp stayed lit.”
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“Wow! Can we celebrate Hanukkah with you, Uncle David?” the children asked.
“Yes,” said Uncle David. “That’s why I have brought you this menorah as a gift. Tonight is the first night of Hanukkah. As soon as the sun sets, we will light the first candle and say a special prayer. Then we will set the menorah in the window for everyone to see. Afterward, we will play fun games and eat delicious food. It will be a very special time!”
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Uncle David and the children went to the kitchen to cook for the celebration. Mike and Lilly took a closer look at the beautiful menorah. “That was such an amazing story,” sighed Lilly.
“I wish we could celebrate Hanukkah, too. Then we’d never forget.” Mike sniffed the menorah with his wiggly nose. “Why don’t we?” he said.
“We can make our own menorah and celebrate along with the people!” Lilly smiled excitedly.
“That’s a wonderful idea! Let’s get started!”
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Mike and Lilly used their secret passageways of holes and tunnels in the people’s house to gather their supplies. They decided to draw a menorah with crayons, adding a new candle every night. Lilly found the children’s crayon box and grabbed a few different colours. Mike found a small piece of sturdy cardboard on which they could create their menorah.
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The two little mice were about to sneak out of the kitchen when they heard the people talking. “What are you cooking, Uncle David?” asked one of them.
“I’m making latkes,” said Uncle David. “They’re like pancakes, but made with potatoes and matzo meal. It’s traditional to eat foods that have been cooked using oil for Hanukkah.” The mice thought the latkes smelled delicious! The children did, too.
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And there was more! One of the children pointed at a plate filled with small doughnuts covered in powdered sugar. Jelly peeked from inside.“What are those?” he asked.
“These are called sufganiyot,” said Uncle David. “Here, taste one.” Uncle David gave a sufganiyot to each child.
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Oops! One of the jelly doughnuts rolled off the plate onto the floor. The two little mice quickly picked it up and took a bite. It was delicious! They wanted to carry it back to their hole in the wall, but their arms were filled with the crayons and cardboard. “I know,” whispered Mike. “Let’s roll it home, using our tails.”
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Back at home, Mike and Lilly carefully drew the menorah on the piece of cardboard, with spots for all eight candles and the shamash. Exhausted after their busy day, the two mice lay down and were soon fast asleep. When they woke up, it was nearly sunset. They peeked out of their hole and saw Uncle David with the family, standing by the menorah. Very carefully, he put the first candle into position on the right side of the menorah. Mike and Lilly slowly drew a candle on the right side of their menorah.
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When the candle was placed, Uncle David lit the shamash and waited for the sun to finish setting. Then he said a very special prayer and used the shamash to light the candle on the right side of the menorah. Uncle David explained that he would add another candle on each of the next seven nights. Mike and Lilly repeated the blessing and drew a flame above the first candle in remembrance of God’s miracle so long ago.
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Then there was a special surprise. “Now, children,” said Uncle David, “you each get a small gift!” Uncle David handed each child a small wooden top with strange symbols written upon it. “This is a dreidel, an ancient toy,” he explained. “The symbols are Hebrew. I’m giving you each some sweets. Take turns spinning the dreidel. Use the symbols to find out if you must put some of your sweets into the pot or if you can take some out.”
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The children sat on the floor to play. They were laughing and having so much fun that the two mice wanted to play, too. The dreidel was a top with four sides and a handle. A different symbol was written on each side. Mike was able to make a mouse-sized dreidel out of some of the things they had at home. Lilly collected a pile of buttons to use instead of candies. They played together, laughing and enjoying themselves. It was fun!
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After a while, the mice became hungry. They nibbled at the sufganiyot until their tummies were full. In the family’s house they could hear the family eating, talking, and enjoying themselves, too. It had been a wonderful night of celebration.
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Soon, everyone grew tired and went to bed. The two little mice did, too. Lilly pulled her blanket around her body. “I wish this night didn’t have to end,” she said. Mike smiled from his pillow.
“Don’t worry,” he whispered. “We’ll be able to do it all again tomorrow. The oil in the lamp lasted for eight days, remember, and so does the celebration of Hanukkah.”
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Each evening afterward, the mice shared the joy of God’s miracle with their friends, meeting them outside and waiting for the sun to set together. Then they said the special blessing and drew another candle, then a flame to represent lighting the next candle in their menorah, moving from left to right. Every night they celebrated with their friends: eating delicious fried foods, giving each other tiny gifts like chocolate coins or sweets, playing fun games, and just enjoying being together.
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On the final night of Hanukkah, after the last candle was lit and the menorah was glowing brightly, the family said goodbye to Uncle David. “Thank you for teaching us about God’s miracle and celebrating Hanukkah with us!” the children said. Uncle David hugged them.
“Don’t forget the most important lesson that Hanukkah teaches us,” he said, “that nothing is impossible when you have true faith in God!”
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