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Mike and Lilly were two little mice. They lived in a house that belonged to a family of people. They liked to explore the family’s house. Most of all, though, they liked to watch the family and learn about all the strange things that their people did.
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“What’s this?” Mike asked, seeing a large piece of paper hanging on the wall. The paper was filled with boxes and numbers. Lilly knew.
“That is called a calendar,” she smiled. “It is how people keep track of the days of the year.”
“How do they do that?” asked Mike.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
Lilly used her tail to point at the calendar. “There are seven days in a week,” she explained. “Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.” Each day on the calendar had a number in the corner of the box. Mike touched one of them with his paw. “A month can have between 28 to 31 days,” Lilly said.
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Mike jumped up and turned the pages of the calendar. “Every month has its own name!” he noticed.
“That’s right!” said Lilly. “There are twelve months in a year: January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, and December.”
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“What’s this?” Mike asked, scurrying up a strange object next to the calendar. It had a round face with numbers on it and two sticks in the centre that went around in slow circles.
Lilly stroked her tail.
“That is a clock,” she said, wisely. “People use it to tell the time.”
“How do they do that?” Mike asked, feeling even more curious than before.
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Lilly explained to Mike how to use the clock to tell the time. “When both of the hands are on the number twelve at night,” she told him, “it is the end of one day and the beginning of another.”
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Mike nodded his furry head. “So if today is Monday the 30th when the clock reaches midnight,” he worked out, “it will then turn into Tuesday the 31st!”
“Right!” Lilly clapped her paws. Suddenly, the family of people came into the room and Mike and Lilly scampered to hide behind the clock.
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The people carried dishes and decorations and talked excitedly. Mike and Lilly poked their heads out from behind the clock to see what was going on.
“I hope we have enough food for the party,” the dad said.
“Don’t worry,” said the mum. “I’ll take care of food. You just manage the decorations. “The little girl of the family jumped up and down.
“This is my very first New Year’s Eve party!” she said. “I’ve never stayed up after midnight before!”
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Mike and Lilly looked at each other excitedly. A New Year’s Eve party? They’d never heard of such a thing. They couldn’t wait to learn more!
“What will we do at the party?” asked the little girl. Her brother knew.
“There will be lots of people at the party, all waiting for midnight to come,” he told her. “We’ll play games and have lots of fun. Then, just before the clock strikes midnight, the countdown begins!”
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“What’s a countdown?” the little girl asked.
“It happens on the last minute before midnight on the last day of the last month of the year,” explained her big brother. “The old year ends and a new year begins. Then we all cheer and dance. We might even see fireworks! It is an exciting celebration!” The two mice clapped their paws and looked at each other with excitement. They couldn’t wait to celebrate the coming of the New Year, too.
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Then they heard the boy say something that made them stop. “Many people like to kiss someone right at midnight, so they start the year with a kiss,” he said.
“Yuck!” the little girl said, and Mike and Lilly agreed. Then her brother told her about another custom.
“Many more people make a New Year’s resolution,” he said.
“What’s that?” the little girl asked, and the two mice leaned forward. They wanted to know, too.
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“A resolution is like a promise or a vow,” he told her. “It’s something that you promise to do, like staying fit or helping people or something else to make you healthier or happier.”
“What happens if you can’t do it?” the little girl asked with a worried frown.
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“Nothing bad happens if someone breaks the resolution,” replied her brother. “It’s like a promise you make to yourself to try and do your best. As long as you’ve made your best effort, you can always be proud of yourself.”
“Can kids make a resolution, too?” the little girl asked.
Her brother said, “Yes!” The boy and girl ran from the kitchen to get ready for the party.
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Mike and Lilly scampered down from the clock and through the hole in the wall to their home.
“I want to celebrate New Year’s Eve at midnight!” said Mike excitedly.
“Me too!” said Lilly.
“Do you think we should make a resolution, too?” Mike shrugged. “Nobody has to make a resolution if they don’t want to,” he said. “It’s just something that people do for fun.”
“Well I want to!” Lilly said with a smile.
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Mike and Lilly decided to have their party on the roof, so all of their animal friends could join the fun without being seen by the family. They worked hard preparing for the party. They gave invitations to all their friends and set out the most delicious crumbs of food for snacks. That evening, they danced to music, played games, and had lots of fun. Everyone had fun except Lilly, who sat alone looking very unhappy.
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“What’s the matter, Lilly?” asked their friend, Pete Pigeon.
“It’s almost midnight and I still haven’t thought of a New Year’s resolution!” Lilly cried. Pete Pigeon put his wing around her.
“That’s okay,” he said. “I’ll help you. We’ll think of something.”
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Lilly wiped her eyes with her tail. “I want it to be something that isn’t too hard because I want to succeed,” she said. “It has to be something that isn’t too easy, because I want it to be a good one. It has to be something that makes my life or the life of others better, but I just don’t know what it could be!”
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Pete Pigeon had some good advice. “Just think of one small thing you can do every week to try and be the best mouse you can be. Then vow to keep doing it.” Lilly thought for a moment. Then her eyes lit up with joy and she hugged Pete.
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“I’ve got it!” Lilly cried out. Just then Mike came over to his two friends.
“Got what?” he asked Lilly. She smiled.
“I know what my New Year’s resolution will be!” she said. “I promise to try not to complain when I have to clean my room and help with chores.”
“That’s a perfect resolution,” Mike smiled. “Mine is to give more compliments to my friends.”
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Mike heard the dad call out from the party below. “It’s one minute until midnight! Start the countdown!” Mike held up a watch they had borrowed for all their party guests to see. Excitedly, Mike, Lilly, Pete Pigeon, and all their other animal friends counted down the seconds.
At last, the two hands of the watch both touched the twelve. It was twelve o’clock midnight, and a new year had begun!
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“Happy New Year!”
“Hooray!”
“Happy New Year!” Everyone shouted at once, and the air filled with the sounds of horns, cheering, and clapping. What a special moment! Mrs. Quail kissed her husband and all the baby quails ran in a circle around them, cheering. Mike looked at Lilly and they gave each other a warm hug.
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When the party was over and everyone had gone home, Mike and Lilly were left to clean up. Lilly was about to complain, but then she remembered what she had promised. Pleased that she had remembered her resolution, she started to work without complaint. Mike remembered his resolution, too. “Thanks for helping, Lilly,” he said. “You are really good at sweeping. The roof looks great!”
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When they had finished cleaning up, the two friends collapsed into their beds. It had been a long night. They didn’t know what the next twelve months would bring, but they both knew it was going to be a great New Year.
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