
    

    

    
    

  Once long ago, a little girl named Taffy lived with her mother and father in a cave. Taffy loved to go everywhere with her father, Tegumai. We'll just call him Daddy. Taffy's mother, Teshumai, took care of the cave and prepared food for their return. No one in the family could read or write. In fact, no one in the cave village could read or write since these pastimes had not yet reached their village. But they loved to gather around cave entrances to chat with their neighbours.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One day Taffy and Daddy went past Beaver Swamp to the river to spear fish for dinner. Daddy's spear was made of wood with a flint stone for a point. He wasn't having any luck fishing. He jabbed at a lovely, fat fish, but he missed and hit the spear too hard against the bottom of the river and broke it in half.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Taffy and Daddy were miles from home. They had their lunch, but they didn't have any extra spears. "Oh, dear," said Daddy. "It will take many hours to mend this." Taffy had an idea. "Your big black spear is at home in the cave. I can run back and ask Mummy to give it to me."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "No, Taffy, that is too far for your little legs. Besides, you might fall into the swamp and drown," said Daddy. "We'll just have to take our time and mend this one." He reached into his bag and pulled out deer sinew, strips of leather, and beeswax, and then sat down for his long repair job. Taffy sat down, wiggling her toes in the water. She put her chin in her hand and thought and thought. "Daddy, I wish we could send a message back to the village to have someone bring us the spear. I wish we could write."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  A stranger was walking by. He was from a different tribe so he didn't understand what Taffy was saying. But he smiled because he had a daughter of his own at home. Taffy turned and said to the stranger, "Hello. Do you know where my mother lives?" The stranger just said, "Um," since he didn't understand what Taffy was saying. Taffy frowned and slapped her foot on the river's surface in frustration.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Daddy was busy mending the spear and didn't look up to see what was causing such a commotion. He just said, "Taffy, don't bother grown-ups." "I'm not," said Taffy. "But he won't do what I want him to do." "Well then, don't make such a ruckus. I need to mend my spear," said Daddy.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Meanwhile, the stranger sat on the grass near Taffy to look at this unusual child. He thought she must be very important since she stamped her feet and made angry faces. He thought she might be the daughter of the great chief sitting next to the river. And he smiled even more politely so he wouldn't make the great chief angry.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  So Taffy tried once more to get the stranger to understand. She said quite loudly, "I want you to go to our cave and get Daddy's black spear." But the stranger still didn't understand, for shouting doesn't help a foreigner understand a language he doesn't speak. The stranger reached up to a nearby birch tree and pulled off a piece of bark to show that his heart was clean like the birch bark and he meant no harm. Now it was Taffy's turn to misunderstand. "Oh, you want me to give you Mummy's address. Well, I can't write, but I can draw pictures. I need something sharp to scratch with. Give me the shark's tooth from your necklace."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Of course, the stranger didn't understand this either. Taffy reached up and pulled at his necklace, yanking the shark's tooth right off the string. Now this shark's tooth was very special, full of magic. The stranger had been told that anyone who touched it would swell up and burst. But he saw that the little girl was not swelling up, so he thought she must be really important and stronger than the magic of the shark's tooth.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  So Taffy lay down on the bank of the river and began to draw on the birch bark using the shark's tooth as a pencil. She drew Daddy fishing with bits of his broken spear all around him. Then she drew the black spear from the cave. Her hand slipped and it looked like the black spear was sticking into Daddy's back. Then she drew a picture of herself with her hair standing on end, explaining all this to the stranger. She drew the stranger and tried to make him look nice, but she couldn't draw him very well, so he looked a bit mean.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Taffy said to the stranger, "Now I have drawn you. And you are holding the black spear that we want you to bring to Daddy. Now I'll show you how to find our cave." She drew two trees, a hill, and beavers in the swamp - actually just beaver heads because she couldn't draw their whole bodies. "Be careful not to fall in the swamp," Taffy warned the stranger. Then she drew the cave with Mummy standing outside holding her hands in the air because she would be happy to see the stranger.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The stranger looked at the picture and nodded. He saw that the great chief along the river was going to be killed by his enemies coming from all sides with spears. (These were the beaver heads and the broken bits of spear.) He thought the girl was asking him to go get help to protect her father. So he picked up the birch bark and raced off. Taffy was most pleased for she thought the stranger had finally understood and would return with the spear very soon.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Meanwhile Daddy had finished mending his spear. He waved it in front of Taffy and said, "See what I have done? What have you been up to?" And Taffy just smiled and said, "You'll see. I have arranged a surprise."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The stranger ran and ran and soon met up with ladies of the village at the entrance to one of the caves. The stranger saw that one woman looked very much like Taffy, so he smiled and handed that woman, Mummy, the birch bark. But Mummy looked at the birch bark picture and screamed. She jumped at the stranger and tried to scratch his face. All the other ladies joined in and knocked him to the ground and sat on him.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Look what I see!" screamed Mummy. "This man has struck a spear through my husband and frightened poor Taffy so her hair stands on end. Then he brings me a picture to show me his victory. Here is my husband with a broken arm and a spear through his back. Here is this man ready to throw another spear. Here are all the other enemies moving in to finish the job." (These were actually the beaver heads, but they did look like people.)

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The other ladies screamed and shouted and put mud in the stranger's hair. They beat on the tribal drums to call all the chiefs together. The chiefs decided to chop off the stranger's head, but first they wanted him to lead them to the river to show where he had hidden Taffy. By now the stranger was quite upset. He was full of mud and had bumps and bruises and scratches in all the places where the ladies had struck him. His ears were ringing from all the shouting that they had done. He wasn't smiling anymore. The ladies finally got off of the stranger and one of the chiefs pulled him to his feet. The head chief held his elbow while the stranger started to lead to whole tribe back to Taffy and Daddy.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They found Taffy, who smiled and said to the stranger, "My goodness, you have returned quickly, but why are you covered with mud and why do you have so many people? Look, Daddy, he's back. Are you surprised?" Daddy looked up and said he was very surprised. "The whole tribe is here!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Mummy ran to Taffy and showered her with hugs and kisses while the head chief took Daddy aside, pulling him by the topknot on his head, and commanded that he explain. "I will, I will," said Daddy, "but please let go of my hair."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "I broke my spear; that is all," said Daddy. "I don't know what this big fuss is all about." And Taffy looked over the crowd, saying, "I don't think anyone has brought the black spear after all. And, oh dear, what are you doing to the nice stranger who helped us?" For the village people were still hitting and scratching the poor man who looked at Taffy with sorrowful eyes.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Mummy asked, "Taffy darling, where are the bad people with spears?" "What?" asked Taffy. "The only person we've seen this morning is the nice stranger. But I'm afraid you're trying to choke him. Why on earth are you being so mean to my friend?" The head chief stepped up, saying, "He brought this horrible picture of your father full of spears."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Oops. I'd better explain," said Taffy sheepishly. "I drew the picture and gave it to the stranger to bring to Mummy. "You?" said the chiefs and the village people, sounding a bit angry. Daddy put his arm around Taffy and whispered, "We might be in trouble."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "That's right, big trouble. Please explain!" shouted the head chief. "Well, I wanted the stranger to bring Daddy's extra spear from the cave," explained Taffy. "I drew it. It didn't look very good so I drew it again and again. There wasn't enough room on the birch bark so it looked like it was stuck into Daddy's heads. The things that look like bad people are the beavers to show that the path went through Beaver Swamp. And then I drew Mummy at the mouth of the cave looking happy because the stranger was so nice. Now why are all of you people being so stupid and mean? He is a very nice man. You should wash the mud out of his hair right now!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The village people were all very quiet... until the head chief laughed. Then the stranger laughed and Daddy laughed until he fell on the ground. Soon the whole tribe laughed, all except the women who looked at their husbands and said, "Crazy," every so often. After the laughter subsided, the head chief said to Taffy, "Oh, little one, you have discovered a great invention."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Me?" asked Taffy. "I only wanted Daddy's black spear." "Nevertheless, it is a great invention," said the chief. "Someday people will call it writing. For now, it is only pictures, which we saw today are not always understood. But someday we will make letters, twenty-six in fact, and we will learn to read and write so that we will always be able to say what we mean without any mistakes. Now, ladies, wash the mud out of this kind stranger's hair." "I'll be happy when we can write without mistakes," said Taffy. "After all, you brought every spear from the tribe except my daddy's black one."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  And the head chief said, "Taffy, next time you write a letter with pictures, you'd better send along someone who can speak our language so he can explain what it means!" The tribe adopted the stranger and soon he learned their language. From then on, little girls like Taffy have enjoyed drawing pictures and playing with their daddies much more than they like learning to read and write.
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    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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