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Once there was a woman who wanted to have a little girl, but she did not know how to find one. She went to a witch.
“Could you help me get a little girl?” the woman asked the witch.
“Yes,” said the witch, “just plant this magic grain of barley in a flowerpot and you’ll have a little girl.”
“Thank you,” said the woman, and she paid the witch twelve pence. Then she ran home and planted her barley seed.
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The barley grain quickly grew into a beautiful, giant tulip, but the petals stayed tightly closed. One day, the woman kissed the flower. With a pop, the flower burst into full bloom! And there in the middle of the flower sat a beautiful tiny girl on a tiny green cushion. The tiny girl was the size of the woman’s thumb, so the woman named her Thumbelina. The woman put violet petals in a polished walnut shell. This was Thumbelina’s cradle. A soft, pink rose petal became her blanket.
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During the day, Thumbelina rested on a tulip petal that floated in a bowl of water. She used white horsehairs to row the petal across the bowl, singing sweetly. One night, after Thumbelina went to bed, an ugly, slimy toad snuck in through her window. When she saw how pretty Thumbelina was, the toad said, “She will make the perfect wife for my son!” The toad grabbed Thumbelina and hopped out the window.
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Thumbelina did not even wake up. The toad carried her to a wide, muddy stream, where she and her son lived together. When her son saw how pretty Thumbelina was he croaked with delight. The toads put Thumbelina on a big lily pad in the middle of the stream. She was so small that the lily pad looked like a big green island. They then went to make a room for her in the mud.
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When Thumbelina woke up the next morning, she was scared. She started to cry. The two toads swam out to the leaf. The mother toad said, “This is my son. You will marry him and live in the mud with him.”
The son croaked with delight again. Then they swam away. Thumbelina cried harder. She did not want to marry that toad! Some fish heard her crying and came to help. They chewed through the lily pad’s stem and the lily pad began to float away.
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Thumbelina sailed downstream. Little birds in the bushes sang to her as she floated by. Then she met a beautiful white butterfly. Thumbelina tied one end of her sash to the butterfly, who pulled her lily pad along. Now she moved much faster! But just then a big, ugly May bug grabbed Thumbelina and snatched her away from her lily pad and her butterfly friend. He carried her up into a tree. Thumbelina was scared!
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The May bug told Thumbelina how pretty she was. He showed his catch to the other May bugs. But the other May bugs were jealous, and so they made fun of her. “Why, that thing doesn’t even have any feelers,” one mean May bug said.
Another said, “Why is she so skinny? She is not beautiful at all!” So the May bug who had stolen Thumbelina off her lily pad left her by herself
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Thumbelina lived on her own all summer long. The birds in the trees sang sweetly to keep her company. The songs made Thumbelina happy. She made herself a bed of grass and used a leaf for a blanket. She ate honey and drank dew from the leaves. But then the weather started changing. All the sweet-singing birds flew away. All the sweet-smelling flowers died. Thumbelina was so cold! It started to snow. Every snowflake felt like a giant snowball to the little girl.
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Thumbelina went for a walk to keep warm. After a while, she came to the house of a field mouse. She thought the mouse might have some food to share, so she knocked on her door. The kind old field mouse opened the door.
“You must be freezing!” she exclaimed. “Come in! Come in!” Thumbelina went inside and found a warm and cosy home. The field mouse shared some of her barley with her. She told her she could stay all winter if she promised to tell her stories.
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Thumbelina loved telling the field mouse stories. One day, when she had finished her story, the field mouse said, “We will soon have a visitor. My friend, the mole, is coming to see me. He lives in a mole mansion and wears an expensive coat of black velvet. You should marry him and then he will take care of you! But you must tell him your stories so that he will like you. Moles can’t see very well, so he will not know that you are beautiful.”
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Thumbelina did not like this idea. She did not want to marry a mole. Moles hate sunlight, but Thumbelina loved sunlight! When the mole arrived, he bragged about how rich he was and how big his mansion was. The mole invited the field mouse and Thumbelina back to his mansion. He had dug a tunnel from his mansion to the field mouse’s house, and they followed him through the tunnel.
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On the way there, they found a dead bird in the dark tunnel. Thumbelina felt bad for the bird. She knew that if birds did not fly south for the winter, they got too cold and died. The mole did not care about the bird. He kicked it to the side of the tunnel. The mole and the field mouse kept walking, but Thumbelina knelt beside the bird, smoothed out his feathers, and kissed his closed eyes. She said, “If you were the one who sang sweetly to me this summer, I thank you.”
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Thumbelina felt so bad about the bird that she could not sleep. She got up and made a blanket out of hay. She crept back down the tunnel and covered the bird with the blanket. “Good-bye, sweet bird,” she said. Then she lay her small head on the bird’s breast. Wait! What was that? She felt a soft thumping in the bird’s chest. It was his heart! He wasn’t dead — he was just numb from the cold. Thumbelina ran and got him another blanket from her own bed.
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The next night, Thumbelina could hardly wait to see the bird again. When the field mouse was asleep, she tiptoed through the tunnel and found the bird had opened his eyes. When he saw her, he said, “Thank you, pretty child, for making me warm. Soon I will be all better and will be able to fly away from here.”
“Good,” Thumbelina said. “Just rest for now, though. I’ll take care of you.” Then she went to get the bird some water. She carried it back to him in a flower petal.
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“Thank you, dear,” the bird said. “I was trying to fly south, but I hurt my wing and could not fly as fast as the others. They left me behind. I got too cold and fell to the ground. That is all I remember.”
“I am so sorry,” Thumbelina said. “I won’t leave you behind.”
The bird stayed in the tunnel all winter, and Thumbelina continued to take care of him. She did this in secret, and the field mouse and mole had no idea that the bird was even alive.
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When spring came, the bird told Thumbelina it was time to go. He asked her to go with him. “You could sit on my back and we could fly away over the green woods,” the bird said.
Thumbelina wanted to go with him, but she did not want to hurt the field mouse’s feelings, so she said, “No thank you. I cannot go.”
“Very well,” said the bird. “Thank you for your friendship, Thumbelina.” And with that, he flew off into the sunshine. Thumbelina began to cry. She missed him already.
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The next day, the field mouse said, “Thumbelina, you must get ready to marry the mole. You will need clothes and blankets to take with you to your new home.” With tears rolling down her small cheeks, Thumbelina began to spin wool into yarn. The field mouse hired four spiders to help her. The mole visited every evening, and every evening he said the same thing, “When fall comes, we will be married!”
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But Thumbelina did not love the mole. Every morning, she would sneak outside and stare at the blue sky and wonder where her friend, the bird, was. When fall came, Thumbelina’s spinning was done. Her clothes and blankets were ready. But she refused to marry the mole. “Oh, nonsense!” said the field mouse. “Of course you’ll marry him! You are lucky to get such a fine, rich husband.”
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The mole came to get Thumbelina to take her back to his big, dark mansion. Thumbelina knew that if she went there, she would never see the sunlight again, because the mole hated sunshine. Thumbelina looked through the field mouse’s doorway. “Good-bye, beautiful sunlight!” she called, and then she began to cry again.
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Suddenly, she heard a sweet, familiar song. She looked up to see her friend, the bird.
“What’s wrong, Thumbelina?” the bird asked.
“Oh,” Thumbelina cried, “I have to marry the mole, but I don’t want to!”
“Winter is coming,” the bird said, “and I will fly south to warmer places. Will you come with me? You can ride on my back and we will fly away from the mole and his dark mansion. Please fly away with me, Thumbelina. Let me save you like you saved me!”
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“Yes!” Thumbelina cried, “I will go with you!” And she jumped on his back and put her tiny feet on his outstretched wings. Away they went, soaring south through the sky. As they flew, Thumbelina looked down over the forests, valleys, and lakes. When she got cold, she snuggled under the bird’s warmest feathers.
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Soon they came to a warm land. The Sun shone brightly. Grapes, lemons, and oranges grew everywhere. The air smelled of myrtle and thyme. Beautiful butterflies flittered around. Thumbelina and her friend arrived at an old palace of dazzling white marble. On top of the palace were many birds’ nests. They gently landed on one and the bird said, “This is my home.”
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The bird told Thumbelina to look down at the beautiful flowers. “Choose one of those flowers and I will take you to it,” he said. Thumbelina chose a flower and the bird carried her down. In the centre of the flower, she was surprised to see, sat a tiny handsome man with tiny shining wings. He wore a tiny gold crown on his head. The tiny man was the spirit of the flower.
“In every flower,” he told her, “lives a tiny man or woman, and I am king of them all.”
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Thumbelina liked the king very much, and the king thought Thumbelina was the prettiest girl he had ever seen. He took off his crown, and placed it on her head, and asked her to be his wife. Thumbelina became queen over all the flowers. Her new husband said Thumbelina was not a good name for a beautiful queen. He renamed her Maia. All the other flower people gave the new couple gifts. The best gift of all was a new set of wings for Maia. Now she could fly from flower to flower whenever she wanted.
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When the summer came, the bird flew north again, back to his home in Denmark, where he lived in a little nest beside the window of a man who liked to tell fairy tales. Sitting in the nest, the bird sang his story. The man heard it and told it to his friends. And that, my friend, is how Thumbelina’s story found its way to you.
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    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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