
    

    

    
    

  "What are we going to do today, Mama?" asked Quigley, the curious baby bear. Mama replied,

  "Today, we're going to go berry picking in the Great Forest."

  Quigley jumped up and down and clapped his paws. He loved exploring in the Great Forest! Maybe he'd see a new place, or meet a new friend.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Soon Quigley and Mama Bear were walking through the Great Forest looking for the best berry patches. It had rained during the night, and everything was shiny in the sunshine. Quigley always saw things that made him curious, and he asked Mama Bear questions along the way.

  "Why do worms come out when it's wet?"

  "Why do the birdies sing so much?"

  "Why does the air smell so fresh after it rains?"

  "Why do some rocks sparkle in the sunlight?"

  Mama Bear always did her very best to answer all of Quigley's questions, but sometimes she had to say,

  "That's just the way it is, my very curious baby bear."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  After walking for a long time, they finally found a big patch of ripe blackberries. Quigley started out helping Mama Bear pick the biggest, best berries. Soon he was eating as many berries as he put in the basket! When Quigley's belly was full of yummy berries he asked,

  "Mama, can I go exploring nearby?" Mama Bear answered, "Yes, you may go exploring. Just be safe, my very curious baby bear."

  Quigley grinned and said, "Yes, Mama, I will be very safe."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Quigley wandered off to explore. He saw many things that made him curious. Looking up, he noticed that the moss seemed to grow mostly on one side of the trees in the Great Forest. Looking down at stones on the ground, he saw some lichens that had a little red cap on each tiny stalk. He even saw a monarch butterfly lazily fluttering along. He followed it for a while but stopped when he saw something that made him very curious indeed.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  What Quigley saw was the opening to a cave. It looked very dark inside, but he was very curious to see what might be in there. Maybe the cave held treasure, like gold or precious gems, waiting to be discovered! So he padded into the cave to explore.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  At first it was VERY dark, and Quigley couldn't see anything. After a while, though, his eyes grew better at seeing what was around him. The walls of the cave were surprisingly smooth. There was a little light coming from the opening of the cave. Quigley could see lines of sparkly crystal running through the darker stone of the cave's walls. It was very beautiful.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Suddenly, Quigley was startled by a small voice that said, "Hello." It seemed to come from above him. Quigley looked up and there was a small bat hanging from the roof of the cave.

  "Hi," Quigley said, "My name is Quigley. What's yours?"

  The little bat replied, "My name is Benny and I live in this cave.

  Where do you live?"

  Quigley replied, "I live in a wooden house in the Great Forest. I've never been in a cave before. It's really neat!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "If you want, I could show you around," Benny offered. "There are lots of cool things to see!"

  "I'd like that a lot!" Quigley clapped his paws in delight. It was always nice to explore with someone else, and having a new friend made it especially nice.

  "OK! Follow me!" And with that, Benny flew deeper into a passageway with Quigley close behind.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Quigley could hear Benny making very high-pitched chirping noises. In the tunnel, it was so dark Quigley couldn't really see much of anything.

  "Gosh, Benny, you must have good eyesight," Quigley said. "I can't see anything!"

  Benny replied, "I do have good eyesight, but my hearing is even better. When I make those little chirping noises, their sound bounces off the walls of the cave. I listen for the echoes. These echoes stop me from banging into things! Just keep going and in a minute, you'll be able to see just fine. Trust me!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Quigley suddenly found himself in a huge room, and it was glowing! The walls were sparkling and there were even glowing mushrooms of different colours. Quigley had never seen anything like it. It was beautiful!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Hanging from the ceiling of the cave were things that looked like glowing icicles.

  "This is amazing!" said Quigley. "What are those things called?"

  Benny said, "Those are called stalactites. Water has minerals in it. When water drips from the ceiling, the minerals harden together and make those hanging things, the stalactites. Some of the minerals are phosphorescent, which means they glow!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Benny went on to say, "The water keeps dripping from the stalactites down to the ground. More minerals build up from the floor of the cave, making other things that look like upside-down icicles. But the ones that grow up from the ground are called stalagmites. And when the stalactites and the stalagmites meet and join together, we call that a column!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "And what about all these different

  glowing mushrooms?

  Are they foss-for-ess-ent, too?" asked Quigley.

  "That's right," said Benny. "They have special stuff inside them that makes them glow!" Quigley had never seen so many mushrooms in one place before, and he had never seen mushrooms that glowed! Some were green and some were blue and others were orange.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Then Quigley saw something that made him very curious indeed. High on a shelf of stone, he could see something small and very beautiful.

  "What's that, Benny?"

  Benny flew over and looked. "Those are gypsum crystals. Gypsum is a mineral. The crystals can grow in all kinds of very delicate shapes. There are lots of them in other parts of the cave."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Would it be OK if I took one home with me?" asked Quigley.

  "Sure," Benny replied, "Like I said, there are lots of them in the caves, but I'm not strong enough to break it off for you."

  Quigley thought for a moment and then said, "That's OK, Benny, I'll just climb up there and get it!" So Quigley started climbing the wall of the cave, finding little knobs of stone that he could hang onto to pull himself up.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The stone shelf was higher than Quigley had thought it was, but he was determined to get that beautiful gypsum crystal. He was almost there, but there was nothing left to hold on to. Carefully, he reached up high over his head with one paw, up over the edge of the shelf. He could just feel the base of the crystal.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Carefully he grasped the base of the crystal and tugged, but it didn't come loose. He'd have to pull harder. He gave a good jerk and the crystal broke off with a snap! Quigley's paws slipped.

  "Help!" he cried as he fell from his high perch!

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Luckily, Mama Bear, who always kept an eye on her very curious baby bear, was there in a flash. She caught

  Quigley in her big strong Mama Bear arms. Quigley giggled, "That was fun, Mama. Look at these beautiful gypsum crystals!"

  Mama Bear sighed and said, "They are quite beautiful, Quigley, but you must be more careful when you're exploring."

  Quigley snuggled into his Mama's arms and said, "Yes, Mama, I know."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Benny came fluttering by and said, "Gosh, Quigley, are you OK? I meant to tell you that with all the dripping water, the cave walls are really slippery!"

  Quigley giggled again and said, "I'm fine, Benny, but I think that's enough cave exploring for one day! I'm so happy that I got to meet you, and see these caves, and find these crystals. Thanks for showing me around!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Back at the mouth of the cave, Quigley and Mama Bear blinked in the bright sunshine.

  "I had fun, too, Quigley," said Benny. "Come back some time and we'll explore some more. Bye!" And with that, Benny flew back deeper into the cave, making those funny high-pitched squeaky noises.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  At bedtime, Quigley carefully placed his delicate gypsum crystal next to his purple amethyst on the nightstand beside his bed. Now he had two wonderful crystals. He fell asleep wondering if he would find more crystals soon, explore new places, and meet new creatures.
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      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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