
    

    

    
    
  There once was a fairy named Mary Plumb, who used to love to suck her thumb. She sucked her thumb all night and day, even when she went out to play. The only time she took it out, was when she would laugh or scream or shout.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Thumbs are full of nasty germs, filthy and mucky just like worms. And if you don't wash them just right, the germs will stick to them quite tight. Mary's mum wanted Mary to quit, but Mary would hear none of it. She would stomp; she'd shout and cry. She didn't even want to try.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  It just so happened the very next day, when the other fairies went out to play, Mary's mum took her little Mary to visit a special dentist fairy. The dentist checked out Mary's teeth and gums. She said, "You're much too big to suck your thumb!" The thumb-sucking fairies I usually see are never older than two or three.

  "Your teeth now stick out at the top." "Hmm, yes," she sighed, "You will have to stop!"

 

  

    

    

    
    
  When she finished Mary's dental exam, she told Mary's mother, "I'm sorry, madame, "Mary's teeth are in the wrong places; if she keeps on thumb-sucking, she will need braces!" She wrapped a bandage around Mary's thumb and reminded her not to chew bubblegum. "There, that should do the trick; if Mary takes it off, call me quick!"

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Mary began to stomp and moan, so her mother took her home. Mary ran inside with a dash and threw the bandage in the trash. Her mother was now in deep despair, and pulled out pieces of her own hair! Then she cried, "Mary, you drive me so wild, You're going to be a crooked-toothed child!"

 

  

    

    

    
    
  "When you're older you'll have to wear braces because your teeth are in the wrong places." Mary looked at her mother's stare, and answered with, "I just don't care!" As sweet as little Mary looked, this ghastly habit had her hooked. A few days later when she was at school, she was made the classroom fool. The children laughed; they pointed, too. Mary didn't know what to do.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Little Mary ran home to her mother; she hid and wept under her bed cover. Her mother sat and thought for a while, and then looked up with a big smile. "Oh golly gosh! I think I've got it!" as she reached into her apron pocket. Out of her pocket she quickly took a pink address and telephone book. In there was a number for Auntie Jean, who lived miles away in New Orleans.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Her mother didn't wait or delay; she picked up the telephone right away. Then she spoke with an almighty yelp, "Auntie Jean, can you please help? My daughter little Mary Plum just WON'T stop sucking that awful thumb!" Auntie responded, "Why, of course my dear, let me take it all from here."

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Just like a striking flash of light, Auntie Jean turned up that night. In the house she boldly came, walking with a wooden cane. Little Mary took one long look, then hid behind her comic book.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  You see, Auntie Jean wore a special brace, to push all her crooked teeth in place. It looked like a giant railway track; it went round her teeth from front to back. The braces were large and made of metal; it was bright and shiny like a kitchen kettle.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  She waved her cane at little Mary, who thought Auntie Jean was rather scary. She said, "Thumbs are full of nasty germs, filthy and mucky just like worms And if you do not wash them just right, the germs will stick to them quite tight. Mary, one day you will see, but by then you'll look like me!"

 

  

    

    

    
    
  "No I won't!" Mary said with a fight. "I shall stop sucking my thumb tonight. I will not suck it in the day, or even when I go out to play." With those words Mary pulled out her thumb, and Auntie Jean's work there was done!

 

  

    

    

    
    
  So, if you do not wish to visit the special dentist fairy, Or go to meet Auntie Jean, who looks quite scary, Or made to wear a metal brace, to keep your crooked teeth in place, then remember: never suck your thumb or you might end up like Auntie Plumb.
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