
    

    

    
    

  Have you ever wished that you could be someone else or go on a magic journey to a far-off land? Let me tell you about some people who had their wishes granted, and all because of a pair of galoshes of fortune. Perhaps it will surprise you to hear that their wishes didn't make them as happy as they had hoped…

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time, not so long ago, there was a grand party in the city of Copenhagen. There were many guests, including an important minister, and they all chatted happily and danced the night away. The minister and the three other guests sat at a table, enjoying their food and drink. They spent the time talking about many things. Copenhagen can be a very snowy place, so several guests left their winter galoshes at the door and put on their party shoes once they got inside.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Outside the party, there were two extra special visitors that nobody knew about… nobody except you. These visitors were fairies, naughty fairies, who had come along to have a bit of fun. "What a lovely party, and we are not invited! Let's give someone an adventure. We'll leave these magic galoshes by the door," whispered one fairy to the other. "It's been a long time since the galoshes have been out of the closet." "What will happen if someone puts the galoshes on?" asked her fairy friend. "His wish will come true," answered the first fairy. "Surely that would be good, wouldn't it?" asked the second fairy. "Perhaps, or perhaps not," smiled the first, impishly. With that, the fairies placed the galoshes of fortune by the door and disappeared.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The minister and his guests talked about life in days gone by. "I think it would have been fun to live during the Middle Ages," one guest said. "I would be a brave knight and live in a castle." The minister answered, "I would prefer to live in the 1500s, during the Renaissance. There were so many new inventions, and it was a very exciting time." "I like living here and now," said another guest. "Would you really want to be without things like this wonderful party and all our conveniences?" They all laughed and continued their conversation.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  When it was time to leave, it was the minister who put on the magic galoshes by mistake. He thought once again about how exciting life during the Renaissance would have been. Whoosh! As he left the party, the galoshes sent him back in time, granting his wish.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The minister was suddenly standing out in a big mud puddle. What has happened? wondered the minister. He looked around. It's daylight… and hot! The buildings all look different. "What has happened to the street?" he gasped. It looked like he was now in Spain or southern Italy. The houses were made of stucco and had tiled roofs.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The minister walked down the dirt street and heard people coming down the road. "Excuse me," called the minister. "Do you know where I can get a coach? I need to get back home." "I don't know what a coach is," answered one of the strangers, "but if you go to the river, the ferry can take you to the other side." "A ferry? Why would I take a boat when I could take a coach? Or how about a horse?" asked the minister. The strangers looked at him with puzzlement and continued on their way.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The minister continued walking down the dirt street. Nothing looked familiar and he was very confused. What's more, his feet hurt because his galoshes did not fit properly. He came to a house where a kind woman stood at the door. "Please, madam," he said. "I am so confused. I was at a party in Copenhagen where it was snowy, and then I was here in this place where it's hot. Can you tell me where I am?" "Señor, you are in Barcelona, Spain," the kind woman answered. "I do not know where Copenhagen is, but it must be very far away. We do not get snow here." Starting to realise what might have happened, the minister asked nervously, "What year is it?" The lady looked at him and laughed. "Señor, it is 1493. We are getting ready to celebrate, because our Christopher Columbus has returned by sea from a new world!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The shocked minister realised his thought of living in the Renaissance had come true. He looked down at his sore feet. He was wearing the wrong galoshes! He sat down there and then, and tried to pull off the galoshes. They would not come off. Panicked, he asked the woman, "Madam, is there some kind of strange magic going on. Please, could you help me remove these wicked galoshes?" The kind woman did as he asked.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Once the galoshes were removed, the minister immediately found himself back in his own time. The galoshes were sitting by the curb next to him. He looked around. He saw clean streets, horse-drawn coaches, and gas streetlights. Was I dreaming? Wondered the minister. He hailed a coach, happy to be heading home. "How silly of me to want to live in a different time!" he said to himself. "I am quite happy with my life in the present."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  A night watchman later walked down the very same street. He noticed the discarded galoshes and picked them up. These look comfortable! he thought. I think I'll try them on. He sat down on the curb and put the galoshes on. As he did, he looked up at the starry sky.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  While the watchman looked up at the stars, he thought to himself, "I would love to be able to visit the moon." The galoshes granted his wish immediately. He was standing on the moon with asteroids flying past him.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  A kind woman saw the watchman sitting in a daze on the sidewalk. She stopped to see if he was well. But the watchman could not answer the woman since he was still visiting the moon. She took him to the hospital. Preparing to examine him, the doctor removed his galoshes. Immediately, the watchman began talking about his trip to the moon. At first the doctor and the nurse thought he might be crazy. "Perhaps it was all a dream," the watchman decided. After a bit, the doctor said he was healthy after all and released the watchman. When he left the hospital, the watchman forgot the galoshes.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  A hospital intern was about to leave for the night. It was a stormy night and he had left his umbrella and galoshes at home. He noticed the galoshes that had been left behind by the watchman. The intern decided to borrow them and bring them back the next day. No one would miss them for the night. "Good night," said the nurse. "Be careful you don't slip and fall! It's raining hard outside."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The intern decided to take a shortcut because of the bad weather. Instead of walking all the way to the front gate of the hospital, he'd squeeze between the bars of the back fence. He saw a neighbourhood boy climbing the fence in the rain to get home. He was much larger than this boy, but he thought he could just squeeze between the fence rails.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As the intern tried to climb through the bars, he got stuck. He yanked and pulled, but he could not get free. The neighbourhood boy was gone. He grew angrier and angrier as he stood stuck in the pouring rain. "Why did I ever think it was a good idea to take a shortcut?" he yelled in frustration. "I should have walked to the gate. I wish I had never tried to squeeze between these fence rails!" As soon as he said the words, he was freed. Relieved and wet, he ran back into the hospital. By the time he dried himself off, the rain had stopped. He no longer needed the galoshes, so he left them where he had found them and went home through the front gate.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  No one else seemed to want the galoshes, so they were sent to the police station. There they stayed in the Lost Property Office for many weeks. Nobody claimed the galoshes, so the police clerk decided to keep them for himself. He put them on, and they fit him perfectly! He set off for home, wearing his smart, stylish galoshes.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Walking through the park, the clerk stopped to watch the birds flying high above him. "I wish I could fly like a bird," he said. And with that, his arms changed to wings and he turned into a bird. What a marvellous dream this is! thought the clerk as he soared up through the sky.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  He flew south until he found warm weather and sunshine. "This is the best dream ever!" exclaimed the clerk. Instead of words, honking sounds came out of his mouth. Feeling a bit lonely, the clerk spread his wings and flew back north to his house. At the front door, he tried to turn the doorknob but could not do so with wings. "I wish I were myself again," he honked. His wish came true and he became a clerk again. "What a strange dream," he said. "I'm so tired; I have to get some sleep." He took off his galoshes, left them on his doorstep, and went inside.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The next morning, the clerk heard a knock at his door. It was his neighbour. "May I borrow these galoshes of yours?" asked his neighbour. "Mine have a hole in them, and I want to work in my garden." "Please do," said the clerk. "They don't really belong to me anyway, so you can keep them if you like." The neighbour thanked him and took the galoshes to his garden. As he pulled on the galoshes, he heard the morning train coming by.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  I would love to take the train to Switzerland, thought the neighbour. Guess what? The galoshes quickly took him there. But it was cold and snowy in Switzerland. Goodness, he thought. Brrr! If only I could travel to somewhere warm.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  And again, the galoshes sent him travelling. This time, he landed in Italy. He was outside the famous Colosseum in Rome. Being a smart man, he quickly realised the galoshes were granting his wishes. "This is wonderful," he said out loud, "But I'm just a simple man who loves to garden. Wishes and magic are not for me."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I wish I were back at home! thought the neighbour. And just like that, the galoshes carried him back home once more. Why would I want to be anywhere else? realised the neighbour. I have everything I could ever need, right here. And with that, he removed the galoshes and happily went back to work in his garden. Over time, the galoshes of fortune were stuck in the back of the gardening shed and forgotten. Sometimes, the neighbour thought back to his wonderful adventure, but he just smiled and enjoyed being home.
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      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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