
    

    

    
    

  One wonderful thing in Amelia's life was her dog. He was hairy and shaggy. His ears were floppy. His grin was wide. But it was not his fur or his ears or his grin that made Amelia's dog so special. The amazing, secret thing about James Ferocious was the fact that he could talk! "Now, Miss Amelia," said James Ferocious one rainy afternoon. "I have a wonderful story to tell you about your great, great, great, great-aunt, Amelia Earhart."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "James Ferocious, do you mean the aunt my mummy named me after?" asked Amelia. "The lady who was an aeroplane pilot?" "Yes, that very same aunt," agreed James Ferocious. "Did you know Amelia Earhart also had a dog named James Ferocious? Your mum named me after him!" Amelia giggled. "Silly Mum. I think she wishes she lived in the old days!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Miss Amelia, there are some very good stories from the old days," said James Ferocious thoughtfully. "Let me tell you about your great aunt, Amelia." "OK, I'll be quiet and listen. I am all ears."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  James Ferocious spun around three times and curled up on the sofa beside Miss Amelia. He took a deep breath and then began. "Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897 in the very same American state you now live." "You mean Kansas?" "Yes. Kansas. She had a little sister named Muriel who could not pronounce Amelia's name properly, so she called her ʽMeelie' The sisters were very clever and had imaginary friends named Laura and Ringa. They went on many adventures with them."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Miss Amelia said, "Are you telling me that my great, great, great, great-aunt Amelia Earhart had a pretend friend just like I do? You know I call my friend Suzie, don't you?"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "It seems you have a lot in common with your Aunt Amelia. Did you know she was a tomboy? That is something else you two have in common. She did not like dressing up and having tea parties. She didn't like dolls either. Instead she had a toy donkey named Tonks. She even built a roller coaster in her own garden! She made it when she was only seven years old!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Anyway, your Aunt Amelia took her very first aeroplane ride when she was twenty-three years old. She paid only ten US dollars for a ten-minute ride which would change her life forever." "How did it change her life, James Ferocious? How?" "Well, silly, she fell in love with aeroplanes and flying!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "You see, Miss Amelia, after that ten-minute ride, she became a nurse's aide to wounded soldiers returning from the First World War. Many of the soldiers were pilots! She loved to hear their flying stories and decided to take flying lessons herself."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Your Aunt Amelia Earhart was pretty amazing because most ladies didn't wear trousers back then. So wearing trousers and flying an aeroplane really raised some eyebrows. In other words, her decisions to take flying lessons and buy an aeroplane of her own really got the attention of a lot of people!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "My goodness, James Ferocious. My great, great, great, great-aunt Amelia Earhart was ahead of her time! She was really a strong, brave woman." "Yes she was, Miss Amelia, and you don't even know the rest of my story. It gets better and she gets even braver!"

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "First you have to know that she did get married when she was thirty-one to a man who loved the business world and flying. His name was George Putnam." "Oh, that's nice. Did they have any kids, James Ferocious?" "Sadly, no, Miss Amelia. However, I think she kept herself really busy flying and did not fret over it that much."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Anyway, Amelia Earhart was nicknamed Lady Lindy after another famous pilot named Charles Lindbergh. Everyone thought she looked a bit like him and after all, she was a pilot too. But now, here comes the really exciting stuff. In 1928 Amelia Earhart actually became the first woman to fly an aeroplane across the Atlantic Ocean. Mind you, she was not flying the plane but she was helping to navigate and direct the pilot."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Well, what is so important about that, James Ferocious? I've flown over the ocean to get to my cousin's house a couple times. I like visiting her in England." "Miss Amelia, you have to remember that aeroplanes were a new invention back then and nobody had ever, ever, ever flown across the Atlantic Ocean before. Your great-aunt Amelia was the first woman to ever do it. Even if she wasn't flying the plane, it was a really brave thing for her to do."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Wow, James Ferocious; she really was brave!" said Amelia. "I am proud I am named after her. I didn't realise how dangerous it was to fly over the ocean in a plane eighty years ago. Those old planes were not always reliable, were they?" "Oh, no, they weren't indeed. Your Aunt Amelia risked death every time she flew in an aeroplane." "She became an American heroine. This means she was a female hero. All of America loved her. People started naming their baby daughters after her.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Only three years after flying across the Atlantic Ocean as a passenger, she became the first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic Ocean. Then in 1935, Amelia Earhart became the first person to fly alone from Hawaii to California, and later that year she became the first person to fly from Los Angeles to Mexico City. She loved flying and set a lot of world records."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "But James Ferocious," said Amelia, "was she most famous for being the first woman to fly all by herself across the Atlantic Ocean?" "Yes, Miss Amelia, and for one more thing. I am afraid this is the sad part. You see, Amelia Earhart was fearless. She wanted to be the very first person to fly around the world in an aeroplane. So, in 1937 she attempted to set this world record. Unfortunately, something happened and her plane crashed. No one ever found the plane or your aunt."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Oh, James Ferocious, that is a sad story. She was so brave and did so many wonderful things. She was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean all alone and live to tell about it! Too bad she didn't make it all the way around the world too."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  James ferocious licked Amelia's cheeks. "Don't lose sight of all the wonderful things she did in her short life. She did more things in just forty years than most of us do in a very, very long lifetime."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Thanks for telling me that story about my Aunt Amelia Earhart. Now I know why she was famous. She was an incredible aeroplane pilot when most women never dreamed of flying a plane. She also set world records and flew across the Atlantic Ocean all by herself. I hope I can be as brave and adventurous as her some day."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "I am sure you will be Miss Amelia... you are already an adventure seeker. I see it every day when you ride your bike down the front lawn. You are never afraid to try something new. Taking risks is a part of life."

 

  


    

    

    
    
  "I agree, James Ferocious. If you don't take risks you won't know if you like something... like green beans!" "Or you won't know that you can do something," said James Ferocious. "Like play an instrument or climb a tree."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "Oh, James Ferocious, I just had a super idea. I am going to make a parachute out of my bed sheets and take them up with me into our big oak tree. I am going to be adventurous and play astronaut!" Amelia jumped up from the sofa.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Her dog trotted after her, nudging her hand with his nose. "Miss Amelia," he said, "there are times to be risky and there are times when it is a bad idea to do something. You can practise being an astronaut without risking a broken arm. Why don't we get on the computer and look up the word 'astronaut'?"

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "Great idea, James Ferocious! While we are using the computer, can we look up how to make a roller coaster too? I like my great, great, great, great-aunt Amelia Earhart's idea of fun." James Ferocious sighed. He could see it was not going to be easy keeping his young owner happy and safe all day. But she was certainly fun. James Ferocious grinned and climbed onto the computer chair beside Amelia.
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      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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