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Wally, P.J., and Dixie were best friends. Every afternoon they met in an old barn to plan the day’s adventures. Today, P.J. was bringing a special surprise for his friends. “Wally! Dixie! Look what I’ve got!” he called out, bursting through the doors of the barn. P.J. opened a cloth bag and poured some small glass marbles onto the ground. There were red and blue marbles, green and orange marbles, yellow and purple marbles! Marbles of every colour of the rainbow.
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“How pretty!” exclaimed Dixie. Without asking for permission, she scooped up a handful of P.J.’s marbles.
“Do you want to see me juggle them without dropping any?”
“No, wait!” P.J. cried out. “My dad taught me a game we can play with them. Let me show you.” But just as P.J. was reaching for the marbles, Dixie went hopping away, giggling and tossing them in the air.
“I want to show you what I can do first.”
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Dixie danced about in a circle, juggling the marbles as she went. Not one marble fell to the ground. “Hey, I want to juggle, too,” said Wally. He scooped up the remaining marbles and attempted to juggle, tossing the small balls back and forth just like Dixie. P.J. crossed his arms in frustration, disappointed that his friends weren’t listening to him.
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“No! No more juggling!” P.J. cried. “They’re my marbles and I want to play a game.” He ran toward Dixie and Wally and started trying to grab the tiny marbles.
“Stop that, P.J.! We want to juggle!” P.J. ignored their cries and the three friends began to argue, pushing and shoving one another as they fought over the colourful glass balls. Marbles flew up, down, left, and right, scattering in every direction.
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When the scuffling stopped, Wally was the first to notice that the marbles were gone.
“If you won’t share your marbles with us, P.J., I’m going home,” said Wally. But P.J. didn’t know where the marbles were either.
“Dixie must be hiding my marbles. Give them back now!” said P.J., getting upset.
“No, I don’t have them. I promise,” said Dixie, holding out her hands. Each of the friends stared at the other, looking confused and wondering if one of them wasn’t telling the truth.
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The three friends searched every corner of the barn for the missing marbles, but they were nowhere to be found. The tiny balls had simply disappeared.
“Oh, no,” said P.J., with tears already forming in his eyes, “Dad will be so disappointed when he finds out I already lost the present he just got for me. Now I’ll never be able to show you our special game.”
“I’m sorry, P.J., I shouldn’t have taken them without asking,” admitted Dixie.
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P.J. sat down, wiping tears from his face. Suddenly he noticed something on the ground. “Look! I can see tiny footprints in the dirt.” The other two looked down at the place where P.J. was pointing, and sure enough, a long line of very small footprints led toward the barn door.
“Let’s follow these footprints,” said Wally. “Maybe we can find out where the marbles have gone.”
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Following the footprints, all three animals hurried out the door and into the field nearby. Finally, they reached a small patch of dirt where the tiny prints ended. “It’s an anthill,” said Wally. “Ants must have carried off your marbles while we were arguing. But how do we get down there?” P.J. looked puzzled, but a big smile was already forming on Dixie’s face.
“I can dig us a great big hole. That’s what rabbits do best,” Dixie replied proudly, and immediately began using her speedy paws to push her way into the dirt.
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Dixie dug and dug, with her friends following closely behind until there was a long tunnel. Up ahead, they spotted a group of ants carrying food into a large underground room. When the ants caught sight of the intruders, they were frightened and started scampering away, dropping their food as they ran on their six skinny, strong legs.
“Hey, wait! Do you know what happened to my marbles?” asked P.J. The largest ant stopped and turned back.
“M-m-marbles? Is that all you want? We did find marbles, but they’re all gone now.”
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“Gone?” P.J. had been sure they would find the marbles here and now he felt very sad.
“Yes, gone. We put your marbles down by a tree nearby while we went to collect more treasures. When we came back, the marbles had vanished. I’m so sorry. The marbles were scattered all over the barn; we didn’t know they belonged to someone.”
“That’s OK,” said P.J. He was still upset, but he knew the ants hadn’t taken his marbles to be mean. “Let’s go and look near the tree to see if we can get to the bottom of this mystery.”
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Wally, P.J., and Dixie crawled back out of the tunnel and headed to the tree just outside the anthill. They searched the area around the trunk, scouring the grass and looking under the leaves and rocks, hoping to find some sign of the missing marbles. They didn’t see the bright glass balls anywhere.
“I have an idea,” said P.J. “Why don’t we climb the tree? We can get a better view of the field and forest from up there.” But Wally and Dixie were afraid of climbing the tall tree, which seemed to stretch far up into the sky.
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“I’ll climb up by myself. You guys wait here, so I can tell you where the marbles are if I see them.” P.J. scurried up the tree, clawing his way up the trunk and jumping easily from branch to branch. When he had climbed far enough up, P.J. scanned the ground below for his missing marbles. “I don’t see anything,” he said miserably, but then he glimpsed a tiny blue and yellow spot on a branch to the right. “Hey, wait a minute. I think I’ve found something.” He carefully made his way through the tree’s branches and arrived at a small bird’s nest. Sitting right in the middle of the nest was one of P.J.’s marbles.
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P.J. scooped up the marble excitedly and climbed back down to his friends. “Look what I found!”
“That’s great, P.J.! But where are the rest of them?” P.J. told his friends about the nest and the lone marble left behind.
“That means a bird must have carried them off,” said Dixie. “Maybe we can wait for him to come back.”
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Only a few minutes later, a little blue jay came flying toward the tree.
“Mr. Blue Jay,” said Wally, “we found this marble in your nest and it belongs to our friend. Can you tell us where you took the other ones, so we can get them back?”
“Oh dear, were those your marbles? I’m terribly sorry. I only kept that one for myself. I traded the other marbles with the bear who lives in the forest on the other side of the river. I hope you find them.” The animal friends thanked the blue jay and together they ran off to the rushing river up ahead.
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But when they reached the river, P.J. and Dixie were very nervous.
“I really want to get my marbles,” P.J. said, sounding afraid, “but this river looks scary. The water is moving so fast, I don’t think I can cross it. I’m not very fond of water.”
“Me neither,” Dixie replied. “Maybe we should find a way around.”
Wally was determined to help his friend and crossing the river was the fastest way. “Don’t be scared. I’m a great swimmer; you can take turns riding on my back.”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
One at a time, Wally carried his friends through the flowing waters, paddling swiftly with his webbed feet. Wally’s hard shell made the perfect seat for them to ride on. Once they had all crossed the river, they travelled on until they reached the bear’s den in the forest. There sat Mrs. Bear playing a game with her little baby bear. On the ground between them were P.J.’s missing marbles. “Mrs. Bear,” said Dixie, “those marbles belong to our friend, P.J. They were taken by ants and then carried off by the blue jay. They were a present from his dad.”
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“Oh, no. I’m so sorry,” the bear replied. “When I saw the blue jay with these marbles, it reminded me of a game I used to play with my mama bear. I made a trade with the blue jay so I could bring these marbles back to my baby bear and teach him the game, too. But you can have them back. I don’t want to spoil your present.”
“You’re playing the special game my dad taught me,” P.J. said with a grin. “Can we play, too?” Mrs. Bear was glad to let Wally, Dixie, and P.J. join in.
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“This game is really fun, P.J. I should have let you show it to us before, instead of taking your marbles,” said Dixie. Wally agreed.
“No. I was being mean, instead of sharing with my best friends,” P.J. replied. “I should have let you show me your trick first. Thanks for helping me get my marbles back.”
“That’s OK,” said Wally. “Searching for the marbles was a great adventure. It was easy once we stopped fighting and worked together.”
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“Being a good friend is important,” said Mrs. Bear. “When I was a cub, I had best friends just like you. Sometimes, we couldn’t help arguing, but my friends were always ready to help me solve a problem. Without them, I would have missed out on many terrific adventures.”
“Thanks for teaching my friends our game, Mrs. Bear, and for giving me back the marbles. Is it OK if we come back tomorrow and play with you and Baby Bear?”
“Of course, kids. I’m sure Baby Bear would love that.”
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P.J., Dixie, and Wally said goodbye to their new friends and headed back to their own part of the forest, crossing the river again along the way. It was getting dark and the animal children knew it was time for each of them to go home.
“I can’t wait until tomorrow,” Dixie said, yawning. “Cracking the missing marbles mystery was one of our best adventures yet.” Wally and P.J. both laughed.
“Yes, solving mysteries is fun,” P.J. replied, smiling. “Maybe I should lose my marbles again tomorrow.”
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      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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