
    

    

    
    

  In an old dark room lay a wooden chest. In the middle of the lid of the old chest was carved a soldier; the Sergeant Major was his name. His time was spent staring at a little porcelain shepherdess who stood on the fireplace next to the large mirror. She was dressed all in gold with a little rose-coloured sash wrapped around her dress.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Near the Shepherdess stood a little porcelain Chimney Sweep who was never covered in soot since he was only a figure on a table. He was a handsome fellow and could easily have been a prince if the makers of the figures hadn't chosen him to be a sweep.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Because the Shepherdess and the Chimney Sweep were placed so close together, they couldn't help but notice each other. Actually, they both liked to look at one another but they did it in secret so that the other one couldn't see how much they cared. The thing the Shepherdess didn't like about the Sweep was that his cheeks were as pink as hers; maybe a little soot would have made him just a bit more attractive.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Standing behind the Shepherdess and the Chimney Sweep was a large China Man. He stood three times as tall as the other two, and from that height he could watch over the whole room. There was a story that the China Man, who was also made of porcelain, was the grandfather of the Little Shepherdess. His head was mounted above his body with a spring, so he nodded as he gazed around the room.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The China Man could not prove that he was the grandfather but he still felt that he needed to help her and watch over her. He suggested that the Sergeant Major, the one carved from wood, would make the Shepherdess an excellent husband. But the Shepherdess didn't want to live in a dark chest; anyway she had heard that he already had many wives.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Then you will be one more wife," said the China Man. "I want you to marry him tonight and my word is final." This upset the Little Shepherdess, because she didn't want to marry the Sergeant Major. She looked over at her one true love, the Chimney Sweep. She felt sad. Just then, the big China Man fell asleep.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Shepherdess could keep quiet no longer and asked the Chimney Sweep to run away with her. The Chimney Sweep said that he could find work as a sweep and that they could be very happy together. The Shepherdess wished she could get down off the table and that the two of them could run away to the big wide world.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Chimney Sweep showed the Shepherdess how to swing her legs over and get down from the table. Suddenly, there was a commotion at the old wooden chest as the Sergeant Major shouted to everyone to stop the pair from running away. The Chimney Sweep and the Shepherdess decided to jump into a box.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The Shepherdess and the Chimney Sweep found themselves in a drawer full of toys and playing cards. They looked around and felt the drawer was a strange place and quite frightening. The Little Shepherdess said that she could no longer stay in the drawer with all the toys. "We must go. We must run as fast as we can," she said.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  When the Shepherdess and the Sweep crawled out of the drawer and back onto the floor, they saw that the China Man was awake and rocking back and forth. He was determined to stop the two of them from running away. "Would you run away with me to the big wide world even though we can't come back?" asked the Sweep. The Shepherdess said that she would.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Sweep knew that the only way out was across to the stove, through the stove pipe, and into the chimney. He asked if she was brave enough to go up the chimney with him, and the Little Shepherdess said that she was. So they climbed through the pipes and up the chimney until there was nothing between them and the sky.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  A very bright star guided them up, up, and away. When the two of them got to the very top of the chimney, the Little Shepherdess saw all the stars in the sky for the very first time. "They are so beautiful; they are like diamonds," she said to the Sweep.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As the Shepherdess held hands with the Chimney Sweep, she looked at the stars above and the buildings of the town that lay before them. Then she got her first real look at the big wide world and she suddenly realised… perhaps the big wide world was just a little too big for her.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Shepherdess realised that she would never be happy in this strange world. She liked her own world of the table looking at her handsome Chimney Sweep. "I cannot bear any of this; it is too big for me and for you," she said with tears in her eyes. "I want to go home and be back on the table."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Chimney Sweep told the Shepherdess that it was too dangerous to go back, that when they climbed through the stove and up the chimney there was no going back. There were too many who were after them. The Sergeant Major wanted to marry her and the China Man, who might or might not be her grandfather, would not rest until the Shepherdess did so.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  But the Shepherdess cried so much and so hard that the Chimney Sweep understood how unhappy she was at that moment. So he made plans to climb back down the chimney. This was a lot more difficult than climbing up! When the two of them got to the bottom of the chimney they climbed through the stove and looked out of the oven door… and what they saw was upsetting.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Through the door they saw that the China Man had broken into several pieces. It seems that as he chased the Shepherdess and the Chimney Sweep, he must have fallen from the table and broken. The whole of the China Man's back had come off and his head had rolled into a corner. The Sergeant Major stood over the China Man looking thoughtful.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Little Shepherdess was upset that her grandfather was broken and that it was all her fault. The Chimney Sweep tried to comfort her by telling the Little Shepherdess that her grandfather could be repaired. He could have a rivet placed in his neck and his back could be glued and he would be good again.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Chimney Sweep realised that they were both back where they started and that they could have saved themselves a lot of trouble by just staying where they were. The Little Shepherdess said that she could never be happy again until her grandfather was repaired. She asked the Sweep if fixing her grandfather would be expensive and he said that he didn't think so. Besides, nothing was too good for his Shepherdess.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The grandfather had his back glued once more onto his body by the family who lived in the house. They also made him as good as new by putting a rivet through his neck. The only problem was that he could never nod his head again. Then the Sergeant Major asked the China Man if he could marry his granddaughter.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Chimney Sweep and the Little Shepherdess looked worriedly at the China Man, hoping that he would not nod. What no one knew, except the China Man, is that he could no longer nod his head because of the rivet. So the young couple were free to stay together, which they did, until they eventually broke many years later.
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    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();




OEBPS/audio/words/2064.mp3
null

1.2



OEBPS/audio/words/597.mp3
null

1.104






OEBPS/images/bg-15-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/words/1417.mp3
null

1.248



OEBPS/images/bg-7-background.jpg





OEBPS/audio/words/1416.mp3
null

1.2






OEBPS/audio/words/532.mp3
null

1.248




OEBPS/audio/words/51559.mp3
null

1.104




OEBPS/audio/words/9960.mp3
null

1.056



OEBPS/images/bg-10-background.jpg






OEBPS/audios/silence.mp3
2015

Blues

60.054375



OEBPS/images/bg-2-background.jpg






OEBPS/audio/words/4930.mp3
null

1.344



OEBPS/audio/words/9952.mp3
null

1.152



OEBPS/audio/words/6927.mp3
null

1.344



OEBPS/audio/words/1997.mp3
null

1.008



