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About the Tiger



		
The Felidae biological family includes about 40 types of feline animals, incluading household cats and big cats in the wild. The tiger is the largest member of this family. The scientific name for the tiger is Panthera tigris. Tigers are most famous for their amazing fur colouring. Most tigers have orange-coloured fur with black and white stripes. Each tiger has a unique set of stripes.



		Tigers usually have more than 100 stripes.
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		The skin under their fur is striped as well.



		
The colours of the fur help them to blend in with their surroundings, thus helping them camouflage. Adult tigers can weigh 270 kilograms, with body length up to 3.3 metres! Even though they are huge, tigers can still run very fast and jump high. Tigers can reach a speed of up to 65 kilometres per hour and jump up to 3.5 metres high.
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The Magnificent Tiger



		
A tiger’s teeth are 7.5 centimetres long and are capable of crunching through the spine of any creature on Earth. Their claws are retractable, helping them to walk silently. The size of a tiger’s claw can be up to 10 centimetres long. Wow! A tiger’s roar is very loud and can be heard as far as 3 kilometres away.
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The tiger has excellent eyesight. It is a territorial animal and it marks its territory by spraying urine and scraping the bark of trees with its sharp claws.



		The tiger’s saliva aids the healing process, so they lick their wounds in order to clean them.
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Tigers are not Just Jungle Animals



		
Tigers live in forests, grasslands and savannahs, meaning they are not just jungle animals. They live in cold snowy areas as well. Tigers can be found in hot climates in Asia, where they like to swim in pools and rivers, or in eastern Russia, where they like to roll in the snow.



		Unlike other cats, tigers like to swim and play in the water. Sometimes they even hunt in water. Tigers cross rivers daily. They don’t have problems swimming for up to 6 kilometres a day.
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Siberian Tiger



		
The Siberian tiger lives in very cold areas. That’s why its fur is thick. During the winter its fur gets even thicker in order to keep it warm.



		A Siberian tiger has outstanding night vision, six times better than ours. Wow!



		The Siberian tiger is the largest of all cats in the world.
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The Siberian tiger’s large paws prevent it from sinking into the snow. The front paws can be up to 20 centimetres wide and 17 centimetres long.



		Siberian tigers have a top speed of 80 kilometres per hour, but they can run with that speed only briefly.



		When young, Siberian tigers are excellent climbers. Climbing trees gets more difficult when they mature, due to their size.
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Reproduction



		
Tigers are solitary animals, meaning they live and hunt alone. Males and females meet only for mating. A tiger mother carries its babies for about 100 days. Females have litters of one to six cubs every two years. Usually they have two or three cubs that live with their mother for about two years. Tiger cubs are blind and weigh only 1 kilogram at birth. Their survival rate is low, with only one-half of the cubs reaching two years of age.
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What Do Tigers Eat?



		Tigers are carnivores, meaning they eat meat. They are ambush hunters with large paws and teeth. Tigers hunt wild pigs, deer, rhinoceroses and all the smaller animals. Sometimes they even hunt birds and fish. Tigers usually hunt between dusk and dawn.



		Tigers can eat up to 25 kilograms of food in a single meal! However, they can’t eat the whole prey at once, so they will eat some of their kill and come back later when they are hungry again, hoping that no other animal has found the hidden carcass.
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Hunting Strategy



		
A tiger’s hunting strategy is to sneak up quietly close to its prey and then charge. Being the heaviest of all wild cats allows the tiger to use its weight in knocking down prey and then in holding it down.



		Tigers need large areas with forests and water. They travel 10 to 30 kilometres searching for prey.



		Tigers kill bigger animals with a throat bite and smaller animals by breaking their necks. Hunting success rate is low, being usually less than 10 percent.
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There are nine tiger subspecies: three extinct and six living subspecies.



		Different species of tigers need different sizes of territory.



		Eighteen Bengal tigers can live in an area of 100 square kilometres, while only one Sumatran tiger can live in that same area. The Siberian tiger requires a huge territory, 1,000 square kilometres.
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Endangered Animal



		Of the six remaining tiger subspecies, four are endangered and the other two are critically endangered. The Bengal tiger is found in India and Bangladesh. It is the most common type of tiger. About half of all living tigers are Bengal tigers.



		
Many people think that white tigers are albinos. But, they are not. They are Bengal tigers with a gene that turns their orange fur to white. However, the gene does not erase the stripes. This gene is extremely rare. White tigers have blue eyes.
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Indochinese tigers, as their name suggests, live in Indochina. They are smaller than Bengal tigers and tend to live in mountain forests. Only 300 Indochinese tigers still live in the wild.
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The Malayan tiger is endangered as well. There are less than 340 Malayan tigers left in Malaysia and Thailand. Their tropical rainforest habitat is continuing to get smaller. This increases the conflicts between tigers and people. Sometimes tigers hunt livestock and then are hunted themselves by farmers.
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The South China tiger is the most endangered type of tiger. It is on the verge of extinction. A South China tiger hasn’t been seen in the wild since the early 1970s.
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The Sumatran tiger is one of the smaller tigers, living only on the island of Sumatra. There were more than 1,000 Sumatran tigers in 1978. Today, less than 500 still live in the wild. They are threatened by losing their habitat and by poachers hunting them. Once there were separate tiger species on the neighbouring Indonesian islands of Java and Bali. Over the last 100 years they have become extinct. Scientists are making huge efforts to help the Sumatran tiger avoid the same fate.
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Siberian tigers were close to extinction less than 80 years ago, numbering around 50 in the wild. Today there are 500 Siberian tigers in Russia, with a few more in China and North Korea. The great comeback is a remarkable success story that gives some hope for the future of all wild tigers.
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There are more tigers living in captivity than there are in the wild. The only predator to a tiger is a human. The major threats to tigers are loss of habitat and poaching. Tigers have been hunted for their unique fur and for other body parts that many people use in traditional medicines. Tigers’ habitats have also been seriously reduced due to a growth in farming. Building roads, dams and mines has taken its toll on tigers as well.



		A tiger has a lifespan of about 25 years in captivity, while in the wild it has a lifespan of only 10 to 15 years.
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Scientists think that today only about 3,000 tigers remain throughout the world. Tiger territory once stretched from Turkey to Russia’s eastern border on the Pacific Ocean. Just a century ago, before the terrible toll of hunting and habitat destruction, 100,000 tigers inhabited the wild regions of Asia. The Bali tiger, Javan tiger, and Caspian tiger are considered extinct today, and evidence suggests that the oldest living species of tiger lived in China two million years ago.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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