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The polar bear’s scientific name is Ursus maritimus, meaning Sea Bear.



		
All bears are land animals, but some marine biologists say that the polar bear might be considered a marine or sea mammal because it spends much of its time in and on the water. However, the polar bear actually spends most of the time on ice, hunting its favourite food, seals.



		
The polar bear is the largest bear on this planet. It lives in the Arctic, United States, Canada, Greenland, Norway and Russia.
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This type of diet explains why polar bears are so big in size. They can grow up to 2.5 metres tall and weigh up to 700 kilograms. Female polar bears are much smaller than males. Usually, they weigh less than 400 kilograms.



		
If there are no seals around, polar bears will eat walruses or beluga whales. Sometimes even fish, eggs, sea birds or berries.



		
Polar bears are carnivores, meaning that they eat meat, and they love eating seals.



		Favourite Food
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Polar Bears’ Fur



		Polar bears are built to survive the Arctic icy winds.



		They have thick fur and ten centimetres of blubber, a layer of fat under the skin that keeps them warm in some of the harshest conditions in the world.



		Even though their fur looks white, it is not; it is actually translucent. The polar bears’ fur acts as camouflage, allowing them to hide in the snowy white surroundings. The polar bears’ skin under the fur is black. That helps to absorb the heat from the sun so as to keep them warm in the cold northern climate.
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		The cubs are born in a den while the mother is hibernating. At birth, the cubs are tiny and weigh only 0.5 kilograms.



		

Each female polar bear can give birth to only five litters in its lifetime. Mother bears can have up to four cubs in one litter, but usually have just two. Polar bears carry their cubs for eight months. The cubs will stay with their mother until they are two and a half years old.



		Reproduction
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Hibernating means that the bear’s body temperature gets lower, its heart pumps more slowly, and it breathes more slowly. During the five-month hibernation period, mother polar bears do not eat. Instead, they live from their fat. Unlike brown bears, not all polar bears hibernate, just the pregnant ones.
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Hunting
Tactics



		During the winter they use the rare holes in the ice to hunt seals. The seals have to breathe from time to time and they use the holes in the ice to take in air. So the polar bear needs to be patient, wait and be ready to use the one-second time window to grab the seal, while it comes to the surface to breathe in air.



		Sometimes, especially during the summer when there is less ice to hunt on, polar bears try a different strategy. They try to sneak up on the seals that are resting on the surface of the water. The bear first dives close to a seal and then tries to grab it.



		The polar bear is the largest meat eater of all land animals.
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		They can swim pretty fast as well, up to 10 kilometres per hour. However, that is not even close to a seal’s swimming speed. That’s why bears usually hunt on the ice.



		
Polar bears are very good swimmers. Their 30-centimeter-wide paws help them a lot. Polar bears often swim around 10 kilometres a day. Sometimes they go even farther.
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		They have a tremendous sense of smell and can smell a seal from a distance of 16 kilometres, or one metre under the snow. Wow! Polar bears have excellent sight as well.



		Polar bears’ fur repels water.



		
Polar bears’ top running speed is 40 kilometres per hour. They have 42 very sharp and strong teeth. Polar bears are vocal animals. They roar and growl. They have a lifespan varying from 20 to 30 years.
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Some people have reported seeing polar bears 100 kilometres offshore.



		Some people claim that all bears are left-handed. However, there is no real proof to support this claim.



		
Polar bears do not eat penguins because they would never be able to find them. Penguins do not live in the Arctic where polar bears live. Polar bears do not live at the South Pole region where penguins live.
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Brown bears are territorial animals; polar bears are not. They like to wander and search for food. They are solitary animals, meaning that they do not stay in a pack, but hunt alone. Most people think that polar bears are very aggressive, but actually they are very cautious and often choose to escape rather than fight. However, polar bears are very aggressive during mating season. Males challenge each other and fight in order to determine who will get to mate.



		Polar Bears and Territory
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If the ice disappears, there will be no place for polar bears to rest when they swim or search for food. Even now if polar bears can’t find ice to rest on, they will drown.



		
These magnificent animals are classified as vulnerable. The polar bears’ biggest threat is global warming because it causes a loss of their habitat. Some scientists believe that global warming will someday cause the extinction of the polar bears.



		Endangered
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Because of the rise in temperature caused by global warming, ice melts earlier and forms later each year. This climate change is a huge problem for polar bears. Polar bears hunt on the ice, meaning that if there is no ice, they will starve. Poaching is a problem as well. People hunt polar bears for their fur and meat even though hunting polar bears is illegal. Today, there are around 20,000 polar bears left in the wild. Scientists claim that the population of polar bears may plummet by 30% in the next few decades due to climate change.
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  }
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      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
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  }
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  }
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  function setup(box, panel) {
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    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
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    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
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    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
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    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
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    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
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    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
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    css();
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All bears are land animals, but some
marine biologists say that the polar
bear might be considered a marine
or sea mammal because it spends
much of its time in and on the water.
However, the polar bear actually
spends most of the time on ice,
hunting its favourite food, seals.

The polar bear’s scientific name is
Ursus maritimus, meaning Sea Bear.






