
    

    

    
    

  This is a story of how one feather can become five hens. You may ask yourself how such a thing can happen. Does it happen by magic? Or is it just a trick?

  I think you'll just have to read the story to find out the truth of it all and how a story can grow like a weed.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  On the west side of town, which is a very different place to the east side of town, lived a respectable hen who loved to talk about everyone and everything. All the hens on the west side of town would come to this hen's home to learn about all the things that were going on in the town.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Almost every story that the hen told had been overheard in conversations with other hens. Sometimes though, it was just a story that she made up. This particular story had some truth to it, however small an amount of truth there might have been.

  We will let hen tell the story in her own words.

  She gave a little cough, cleared her throat and started.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  This is such a frightening story that even I am afraid to tell it to all of you. You may say that I am a silly creature, but listen to the story and be my judge.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  As we all know, the hens on the east side of this great town are not so well bred or brought up as those of us on the
west side.

  One night, a hen from the east side was preening herself when she pulled out a small white feather.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "A little, white feather," said the hen.

  "The more I pluck, the more beautiful I will become."

  But you see, dear friends, the little fat hen was only joking. She didn't really mean it, for she was already the most content and happy of all the hens. And before long, our kind, little hen fell asleep.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  It grew dark...very dark and all of the hens fell asleep, except for one. All that could be seen in the dark of the night was a little pair of eyes, blinking and thinking. Should she tell or should she not tell the others about the little hen who pulled a feather from herself?

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "Are you asleep, neighbour?" said the hen
who could not sleep.

  "I am awake now that you have shouted
at me!" said the hen who had been sleeping.
"What is it you want to tell me?"

  "Since you ask so forcibly I will tell you,"
said the hen who could not sleep. "In this
place is a hen who wants to pluck out all her
feathers to make herself the most
beautiful hen."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Above the hens lived a nice family of owls, with Mother Owl, Father Owl and two small owls. They have great eyesight to see at night and keen hearing and Mother Owl had been listening to the hens downstairs. Not that she wanted to, you understand.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Mother Owl wanted to talk to
Father Owl about what she had
heard, but she was afraid that the
little owls would hear the story.

  "They are far too young to hear
such nonsense," she said to the
father owl, who was watching the
night sky and hadn't heard a word.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "There are still respectable birds in this part of town and I think they should be told the story of the hen who pulls out all her feathers so that she looks good for the rooster."

  And with that the mother owl flew across the street to another very respectable owl who lived there.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  So the mother owl told the story about the naughty hen who was only happy when she pulled out all her feathers to make her the most beautiful hen in the whole world. And the respectable owl wondered if the hen would not freeze to death as she had no feathers to keep her warm.

  "Why, she may be dead already," said the respectable owl.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  In the loft above the respectable owl lived two respectable pigeons. Anyone who lived on this side of the street was respectable and the pigeons couldn't help but overhear that there was a hen who was anything but respectable. She would pluck out all of her feathers so that she might look beautiful.

  "It doesn't sound very beautiful to me," said the pigeon.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Pigeons are curious birds and they wanted to know more about the hen.

  "Where does she live?" asked the more respectable of the two pigeons.

  "Why, she lives across the yard. I have almost seen it for myself. It is not really a story I should tell, but it is quite, quite true," said the owl.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  So the two pigeons flew across the yard and woke the hens with the noise that pigeons make.

  "What is that noise?" cried a hen. And the pigeons told the story of how there were two hens that wanted to impress the rooster and so had plucked all their feathers off.

  "Two?" asked one of the hens.

  "Two, indeed, and it is quite true."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The rooster woke suddenly from his sleep having heard all of the noise, but not quite all of the story. He jumped up on the fence and crowed to the world that there were three beautiful hens who had died of broken hearts over the love of a rooster. They had pulled all their feathers out. It was a sad story and everyone in the town must know the facts.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  The rooster told the bats, who then flew about telling everyone else the sad tale of the hens and the rooster. The hens told more hens and the rooster crowed and crowed until the sun came up. Soon, everyone on the east side of town knew the story and started to tell those who lived on the west side.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  And so the word spread from one henhouse to another and another and soon the story had returned all the way back to the west side. Then, just when it seemed as if everyone in town knew the story, it turned right around and headed back to the east side of town.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Eventually, the story got back to the henhouse where the little hen who had plucked out her own feather was living. By now, the story had become very silly and it involved five hens who had plucked all their feathers to show who was the thinnest, all in order to impress the rooster!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  And the little hen who had pulled out her feather heard the story, but did not recognise it as her story, since it had changed so much.

  "Five hens, you say? Why that is terrible, and all for the love of a rooster. I must tell the newspapers so that everyone in the land will know this story."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  And that is the story of how one little feather plucked from a hen became five hens. And although you may laugh, I do believe it is a true story. It is quite true, indeed.
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      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
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    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
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    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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