
    

    

    
    

  Anna stared across the icy sea. "Soon they will be here," Papa called out.

  He was steering the boat, smiling through his tangled beard. Anna tried to smile back but she was too cold.

  Her lips were frozen.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They had been sailing the Arctic seas for

  half a day now. Papa had promised Anna

  an adventure. He promised her icebergs

  and whales and fairy tale creatures.

  But so far, she had seen nothing.

  Just miles and miles of boring, grey sea.

  It was the worst day ever.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Anna held up Grandma's umbrella to stop the rain getting into her eyes. She was glad Grandma had made her take it. "You don't need that silly umbrella. Why don't you take it down below?

  I will fetch you when they are here," Papa said.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "When what are here?" Anna

  asked. "Unicorns," Papa

  smiled. Anna sighed.

  Everyone knew that unicorns

  didn't exist. Anna folded the

  umbrella and stepped into

  the warm cabin.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Anna, wake up." Papa was shaking

  her gently. She opened her eyes and

  looked around. She must have fallen

  asleep. "What time is it?" she said

  with a sleepy yawn. It was even

  colder than before and her whole

  body was shivering.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "Shh!" Papa said. "We don't

  want to disturb it." Anna

  grabbed Grandma's umbrella.

  "You won't need that," Papa

  said, but Anna ignored him.

  Somehow, she felt safer with

  the umbrella. Anna followed

  her father up the steps.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Anna saw movement in the water.

  At first, she thought it was the

  waves. She looked again. Instead

  of bobbing up and down, the

  waves shimmered and rolled.

  It was as if something was sliding in

  and out of the water.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  "What is it?" Anna asked.

  "Listen," Papa replied.

  Anna could hear the slip-slapping of water on

  the boat. There was another sound, too.

  Pssshhhhh ... It went, like someone opening a

  bottle of fizzy drink. Anna stayed perfectly still

  and stared into the sea.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "Tell me, Papa, what is it?" Anna asked

  again. It was too dark to see properly.

  "A unicorn," he whispered. Anna sighed.

  Papa was joking. He had to be.

  Everyone knew that unicorns didn't exist.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In the morning, during breakfast,

  Anna thought about the

  movement in the water from the

  night before and the strange

  sounds. Could it really have

  been a unicorn?

 

  


    

    

    
    

  After breakfast, Anna joined her father on deck.

  "Keep a look out," Papa said.

  "What for? Unicorns?" Anna said.

  She was getting tired

  of Papa's games.

  "Yes, don't you believe me?"

  Papa laughed.

  "Everyone knows unicorns don't

  exist," Anna said in an

  annoyed voice.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Just then, Anna heard something.

  Pssshhhhh ...

  Anna rushed to the side of the boat

  and peered over but she couldn't see

  what had made the noise.

  Pssshhhhh ...

  And then she saw it. A grey-white

  body moving in and out of the water.

  It rolled and curved through the

  sparkling waves.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "... A unicorn!" Anna gasped.

  "A sea unicorn!" Papa said, with a

  big smile.

  "I don't believe it! Is it real?"

  Anna said.

  "Yes," Papa laughed. "Its real name

  is narwhal. It's a type of whale that

  lives in the Arctic."

  Pssshhhhh ... Water sprayed onto

  the boat and Anna laughed.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "That's the narwhal breathing," Papa

  explained. "And that horn is actually a

  very long tooth!"

  "What's that blue thing?" she asked.

  Papa looked closely. "Oh dear, that

  shouldn't be there," he said.

  "Why? What is it?" Anna said.

  "Plastic! If we don't remove it from

  around its mouth, the narwhal won't be

  able to eat. He could die," Papa said.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  He turned and searched the boat.

  "I need something long," Papa said.

  Anna turned back to the narwhal

  but the brightness blinded her eyes.

  She lifted the umbrella to block out

  the sun. That's when she had an idea.

  "Papa! Grandma's umbrella!" she yelled.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Anna held the umbrella over the side of

  the boat. It was long enough to almost

  touch the narwhal.

  "Of course!" Papa said. He took the umbrella and pointed it at the narwhal. The creature seemed to understand what he was trying to do and swam closer to the boat. Papa poked the tip of the umbrella onto the plastic. Then he carefully slid it along the horn.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Soon the plastic was off and Papa placed

  it safely onto the boat.

  "You did it!" Anna said, giving her father a

  high-five.

  "Pssshhhhh..." the narwhal said as if to

  say, "Thank you".

  All of a sudden, something caught Anna's

  eye. "Papa!" she cried.

  Pssshhhhh... Pssshhhhh... Pssshhhhh... Pssshhhhh...

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Out of nowhere, more narwhals

  appeared. They surrounded the boat,

  spinning and dancing and sticking

  their horns high into the air.

  "Wow!" Papa smiled. "I've never seen

  that many before!" Anna couldn't

  believe her eyes. "This is the best day

  ever!" she laughed.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  That night, after Papa had tucked her up in bed, Anna watched the stars. By morning they would be home. Anna would tell Grandma all about the umbrella and her amazing Arctic adventure.

  The stars twinkled, the boat swayed and soon

  Anna was fast asleep. She dreamt of icebergs, whales and fairy tale creatures that really do exist.
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    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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