
    

    

    
    
  A horse, a cat, a dog and a cow all lived together on a farm. They'd worked for the farmer for many years. Now they were too old to work and were worried about the future.

  "Now I'm older, I can't pull the farmer's cart anymore," said the horse.

  "My hearing is not what it used to be," said the dog.

  "I can't hear the farmer's commands very well when I work with the sheep."

  "I can't catch mice anymore," said the cat.

  "My eyesight's not that good these days."

  "And I don't make as much milk as I used to," said the cow.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  "We should go and live somewhere else," said the horse.

  "But where?" asked the cat.

  "Yes, where would we go?" said the cow.

  "I have an idea," said the dog.

  "Something came in the mail the other day." He ran into the house and brought back a piece of paper.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "This is about a singing contest in the city," said the dog.

  "We should form a band and try and win."

  "But all you do is howl," said the cat.

  "And my night-time singing just keeps people awake."

 


    
  "I wake people up in the morning, but no one really likes my loud mooing," said the cow.

  "I've never been a good singer," said the horse.

  "We'd never win."

  "Well, together we might be able to sound better," said the dog. They talked about it for the rest of the day. Finally, they decided that it was a good idea. They set out on their journey that very day. They were all looking forward to becoming famous singers.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  It was getting dark and the four friends were wondering where to spend the night. They saw a small house at the edge of the forest. They crept closer, planning to ask the owners if they could stay until morning.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Yet when they got closer, they saw that a window was broken. The door was also half open and there was black van parked at the back door. Creeping closer, the animals peered inside.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  In the house they saw four men. One was watching TV, one was using a laptop and the other two were collecting objects from all over the house into large sacks.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "What are they doing?" asked the horse.

  "I think they're robbing the house," said the cat.

  "But where are the owners?" asked the dog.

  "Like the farmer and his wife?"

  "They must be on vacation," said the cow.

  "We must try and scare the robbers away."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Hiding under the window, the horse brayed, the dog barked, the cat screeched and the cow mooed, all at the same time. The robbers were so scared by the loud noise that they ran away from the house, leaving everything behind.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The four animals then went into the house. They tended to the fire and then ate a nice meal. Next they each chose a place to sleep.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  Later that night, the robbers came back for their van. Three of them stayed in the forest and one crept into the house to get the van's keys. It was very dark inside the house but the man could see the embers of the fire.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  However, it wasn't the fire. It was the eyes of the cat that had woken up when the man entered. She screeched loudly and jumped up, scratching the man's face. He screamed and fell over, knocking things off the table. The other animals then woke up and, in the dark, the dog bit the man's leg. The man screamed again and stumbled toward the front door in the dark. He'd almost escaped when the horse kicked him right out the front door. As the man raced away, the cow mooed loudly, sounding like a ghost.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The man ran as fast as he could to where his friends were waiting in the forest.

  "What happened?" they asked.

  "The place is haunted," the man replied.

  "A witch scratched my face and a demon with a knife stabbed me and then another one hit me so hard with a big stick that I flew out the door. I heard a ghost, too. We need to get away from here." The men then ran away, leaving their van behind.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  The animals went back to sleep until the next morning. They all sat around the kitchen table eating breakfast.

  "When are we going to the city?" asked the horse.

  "Yes, we don't want to miss the contest," said the cow.

  "We should stay here, until the owners come back," said the dog.

  "Yes," added the cat.

  "So we can tell them what happened."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  And so the four friends waited until the owner and his wife returned a few days later. The animals offered to pay for any damage that had been done and for the food they had eaten. The owners asked them to stay and work around the house.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The horse pulled the owners' small wagon a short distance to the forest to pick fruit. The cow was able to provide milk for the owner and his wife. The dog and the cat worked together to catch mice and bark and meow when strangers were seen near the house.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They never did go to the singing contest but practised as a group at their new home. Eventually, they became so good at singing that people came to see them in concert at the house, where the four animals lived for the rest of their days.
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    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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