

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		The Ant



		Ants are tiny insects that belong to the insect group called Hymenoptera, the same group as bees and wasps. Ants are quite the social little critters. You can find ants everywhere you go - sunbathing in your backyard, exercising on the pavement, and even brunching in your kitchen.



		There are more than 12,000 species of ants in the world, and all of them live in big families known as colonies.



		Ants are the longest living insects in the world with some species living up to 30 years.
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		Ants can carry up to 20 times their own body weight. They are natural-born bodybuilders.



		Only the ant queen has a pair of wings and is capable of flight.



		
The ant body is made up of three main body parts. There’s the head, the thorax, and the abdomen. Like other insects, ants have six legs which are attached to the abdomen, three on each side. Additionally, an ant’s head consists of antennae, mandibles, and two large compound eyes.



		The Ant Body
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Bullet ants are the largest ants. Females may surpass 3 – 4 cm (1.2 – 1.6 inches) in total body length, making them among the largest ants in the world.



		
An ant also has a mouth with special jaws. They are used for cutting, grabbing, and biting.



		The entire body of an ant is covered by an outer skeleton called an exoskeleton which acts like a protective casing for its delicate muscles and tissues.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		A single nest can house up to a million ants.



		
The queen ant is the leader of the colony. Her primary function is to populate the colony by laying thousands of eggs. The royal chambers are the heart of the colony and are always surrounded by guardian ants.



		Ants live in large groups called colonies inside nests. Ant nests can look like a simple dirt mound but hide a network of tunnels and chambers underneath. There are three types of ants in each colony: the queen ant, drones, and workers.



		The Ant Colony
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The largest colony ever found was estimated to contain 306 million worker ants.



		
Each ant looks different depending on their role in the colony. The queen is the largest ant in the colony and lives much longer than the drones and workers.



		
Drones are male ants that mate with the queen. As soon as they accomplish their purpose, the drone ants die. Workers, on the other hand, are all female. Their purpose within the family circle is to forage for, gather, and distribute food. Basically, all of the ants in one nest are sisters with few males and a queen.
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		Weaver ants are famous for their unique nest-building strategy where workers construct nests by weaving together leaves using larval silk.



		
Ants aren’t very picky when it comes to accommodation. Ants will gladly build a nest underground, inside trees or in the walls and voids of houses and buildings. When inside, ants can nest behind baseboards, mouldings, and countertops, as well as inside walls.



		Living in the Nest
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You can find them in the ground, under stones, inside logs, hollow stems, or even in acorns or shells. Ants use a range of materials to build nests, including soil and plant matter. Sometimes they will use randomly-found objects like a car engine part, a can of soda or even a shoe.
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		During winter, ants hibernate just like bears.



		Ants can be found on all continents except Antarctica. Only a few large islands, including Greenland, Iceland, parts of Polynesia and the Hawaiian Islands lack native ant species. You can find ants on the beach, in the forest, desert, swamp, on high mountains, and in people’s homes.



		
Ants Around the World
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Ant Diet



		Most ant species are omnivorous and eat seeds and nectar. Some ants are carnivorous, too. Army ants hunt, kill and eat prey such as worms, spiders and sometimes even small animals like lizards.



		Additionally, most ants eat from meat scraps left in the rubbish, road kill, or fats like grease, oil, and butter. Interestingly, ants don’t drink water. Like many other insects, ants get most of their water through the food they eat.



		Leaf-cutter ants are the only insects that are farmers. They farm fungi inside their nests.
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		Ants can smell their colony from a couple of miles away.



		Ants use their antennae to smell, touch, taste, and hear.



		Ants communicate with each other using smell, sounds, touch, and body language. An ant’s antennae are highly sensitive and contain both touch and smell organs. Each ant colony has a unique scent, so members recognise each other and sniff out any intruders.



		Ant Communication
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Ants help many species of plants to spread their seeds successfully. Although other animals, like birds and worms, do the same, ants are most efficient. They carry the seeds all around, putting them underground and providing the seeds a bigger chance for growth.



		Around 3,000 species of plants worldwide are dependent on ants for the dispersal of their seeds.



		Ants and Seeds
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		The largest recorded colony of ants in the world stretches 6,000 km (3,700 miles) from northern Italy through the south of France to the Atlantic coast of Spain.



		
As they walk, ants leave behind a scent for other ants to follow and trace their way back to their nests. The scent that the ants leave behind is called a pheromone. If you look more closely at an ant moving, you’ll see they walk in a straight line. This is because they are following the scent left by their leader.



		Ant Movement
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Ants are also quite versatile. Fire ants, for one, can use their bodies to form living structures when they get into a bind. They can build bridges to span gaps, or group together to create a raft that will save them in a flood.
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		The best way to get rid of ants is to reduce their food source. This is best done by keeping food in tight containers.



		
Ants can also find their way into your home when you bring in something from outside, like potted plants, flowers, and fresh produce. For still unknown reasons, ants are attracted to electric outlets and appliances so watch for them there, too.



		Most ants living in our households are harmless. So, if you find ants at home, don’t be scared. Like other household pests, ants can enter your home through gaps around doors, holes in window screens, wall cracks, and plumbing or electrical outlet openings.



		Ant Invasion
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The Ant

Ants are tiny insects that belong to the insect
group called Hymenoptera, the same group
as bees and wasps. Ants are quite the social
little critters. You can find ants everywhere
you go - sunbathing in your backyard,
exercising on the pavement, and even
brunching in your kitchen.

There are more than 12,000 species of ants in
the world, and all of them live in big families
known as colonies.
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