
    

    

    
    
  ANCIENT CHINA

 

    

  When we talk about China, we talk about one of the oldest civilisations in the world with a long history, where people have lived in the same place for several thousand years! Located in Eastern Asia, China is still one of the most interesting places on Earth. With its culture, tradition and architecture it is unique and is always attractive to visit.

 

    
  Ancient China was made of several rival kingdoms in the fifth century BCE.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  GEOGRAPHY

 

    

  Surrounded by rivers, deserts and mountains, Ancient China had a great geographic and strategic location. The Yangtze River and the Yellow River played a huge role in China's development.

  The Yangtze River is the longest river in Asia and the third-longest river in the world. People started growing rice along the Yangtze River because the soil was fertile. This river was also a natural border between northern and southern China. Because of its size, the Yangtze River was very difficult to cross.

 


    
  In Chinese the Yangtze River is called 'Chang Jiang' which means 'Long River'.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Yellow River (or the Huang He) is the second-longest river in China and the sixth-longest river in the world. It is the place where the first Chinese civilisation was born. That's why this river is also called the 'cradle of civilisation'.

  Because the area along the Yellow River is not fit for agriculture, people started raising sheep and cattle, which remained their main activity for many years.

 

    
  The Yellow River was given this name because of the yellow colour, which comes from the sediment that has built up in the river. This river floods very often so its second name is 'China's Sorrow'.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Apart from the Yangtze River, the Himalaya Mountains, the highest mountains in the world, were considered to be another natural border in Ancient China. They are not part of modern day China anymore, but for many years in the past, the mountains kept Chinese people isolated from the rest of the world. The Himalaya Mountains were very important for Ancient Chinese people so they attributed spiritual and religious meaning to them.

 

    

  The Himalaya Range is one of the youngest mountain ranges in the world. It's 'only' 70 million years old.

 

    
  The Himalayas' Mount Everest is the highest peak in the world.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The two deserts, Gobi and Taklamakan, also provided borders that kept the Chinese safe from attacks from other civilisations.

  The Gobi Desert is one of the most dangerous deserts in the world and its name Gobi actually means 'Waterless Place'. It's the fifth-largest desert in the world and the coldest one. It's so big and isolated that its culture today is almost the same as it was in ancient times.

 

    
  Other Chinese names for the Gobi Desert are 'Sha-Mo' which means sand desert and 'Han Hal' which means 'Dry Sea'.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The Taklamakan desert is the second-largest desert in the world. It is also called the 'Sea of Death' because apart from being extremely dry, there is a great number of dangerous snakes living there.

  In the Taklamakan, the days are scorching hot and the nights are freezing.

 

    
  Legend says that you can get into the Taklamakan Desert but you can never get out. Even its name in the Uighur language means 'You can get in, but you can't get out'.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  DYNASTIES

 

    
  In Ancient China, dynasties, or rich and powerful families, had control over the land. The word dynasty itself means a succession of rulers who came from the same family.

  Here are some of the most important dynasties in Ancient China:

 

  


    

    

    
    
  XIA DYNASTY

 

    

  The first dynasty in Chinese history was the Xia Dynasty. King Yu was the first king of this dynasty, and the last king was Jie. The dynasty had 17 emperors during the 500 years of its rule. People from the Xia Dynasty were farmers. They used bronze for weapons and pottery, while bones and stones were used for making everyday tools. Some studies have shown that the Xia Dynasty started the production of silk clothing. Silk is produced by silk worms and is obtained from their cocoons. Each cocoon is made from a single silk thread. However, well grounded information about Xia dynasty comes only from archaeological artefacts discovered in China and therefore its historicity is uncertain.

 

    
  King Yu's father was the first person who tried to stop river flooding by building walls, but his effort wasn't successful. Then Yu managed to successfully prevent flooding by making canals that transported the water into the oceans.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  THE SHANG DYNASTY

 

    

  The Shang Dynasty was a clan that lived by the Yellow River in the same period with the Xia Dynasty. This dynasty lasted for over 600 years and had 30 rulers. Many written records and a huge amount of bronze artefacts that bear witness to the rule of this dynasty, have been discovered in China.

  The people from the Shang Dynasty believed in many gods. They also believed in an afterlife so their ancestors were worshiped as gods.

 

    
  A clan is a group of people who are actually a large family.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  People from the Shang Dynasty used oracle bones to predict the future. They would carve the question on one side of the bone, then they would place the bone near a fire and waited until it started cracking. They believed that the answers could be found in the cracks of the bones and so, they had different interpretations for them. Archaeologists have found thousands of oracle bones.

 

    

  The Shang Dynasty was also the first dynasty that started using the writing system. Their written characters were very similar to modern Chinese writing.

  Cheng Tang was the first ruler of this dynasty. He defeated the evil king Jie from the Xin Dynasty. The last king to rule the Shang dynasty before it was defeated by the Zhou Dynasty was Di Xin.

 

    
  Oracle bones were pieces of turtle shells or bones.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  THE ZHOU DYNASTY

 

    

  The Zhou Dynasty was the longest-lasting dynasty and had 37 different rulers. This dynasty came to power when the emperor Wu Wang took his army across the Yellow River and defeated the Shang Dynasty. The reign of this dynasty was divided in two periods called Eastern Zhou and Western Zhou. The first part of Eastern Zhou was also divided in two periods: the Spring and the Autumn period.

  This period is also called the 'Iron Age' in China. The Ancient Chinese used iron to make weapons that were much stronger than the weapons used before. Still, bronze remained the material that was mainly used for many other purposes.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The government controlled agriculture. The wealthy people were owners of farmlands where the poor farmers worked.

  The last of the three periods of the Zhou Dynasty is known as the 'Warring States Period'. During this period, the states in the empire started to fight each other until only one of them, the Qin State, achieved complete domination. The leader Qin Shi Huang, in fact, put an end to the Zhou Dynasty. Many great philosophers and poets including Confucius, Lao-Tzu, and Mencius lived in this period.

 


    
  Silver and gold became very popular during the Zhou Dynasty.

 

    
  People from the Zhou Dynasty started to write and draw pictures on silk.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  IMPERIAL CHINA

 

    
  QIN DYNASTY

 

    

  The name China comes from the Qin Dynasty. The first emperor of this dynasty was Qin Shi Huang who called himself the first real emperor of China. He ordered that all books be burned except those for agriculture, medicine and forestry. But he also standardised the written language, units of measurements and currency. He introduced the first unified coin, the distinctive Ban Liang, which is a round coin with a square hole in the middle.

 

    

  The beginnings of the Great Wall of China, one of the seven world wonders today, is related to the Qin Dynasty. Although it ruled for a short period of time, this dynasty was very important for China's history.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  One of the most interesting things about this dynasty is the 'Terracotta Army'. Soldiers and horses were made from terracotta to keep Qin Shi Huang company in his afterlife. 8,000 soldiers, life-size, and each different from the other, standing in rows in Huang's tomb, were discovered in the late twentieth century. An additional 600 terracotta horses and 130 chariots, as well as terracotta acrobats and musicians were found in his tomb.

  After his death, Huang's successor was his young and inexperienced son. Three years after he came to power, the Qin Dynasty collapsed.

 

    
  Terracotta is baked clay.

 

    
  Emperor Qin was obsessed with eternal live. He had an army of scientists who tried to find the elixir of immortality, so he would never die.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  HAN DYNASTY

 

    

  Similar to the Zhou Dynasty, the Han Dynasty was separated into two periods: Western Han and Eastern Han. The rule of the Han Dynasty was one of the best periods in the history of Ancient China. This was a period of stability and prosperity.

  Many people consider that the Chinese culture of today was defined during the Han Dynasty. The official philosophy of the government was Confucianism. There were schools where students learned about Confucian philosophy. Free public schools were open, but only boys could go to classes. Rich children didn't go to public schools because they had personal tutors at home.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  During this period, the Chinese Empire became very big and strong, so a bigger government was necessary. Exams were introduced in order to find people who could do government jobs such as tax collecting. But the taxes were reduced in this period and the people were more satisfied than before.

  Many things were invented in this period: paper, compass, steel and porcelain. Porcelain, one of the finest and most expensive materials in the world, comes from China.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Because of the invention of paper, Chinese also made writing more sophisticated. People started to write new books because almost all older books had been burned by the Emperor Qin.

  They traded their goods with the Western World, especially with Ancient Romans who considered Chinese silk as valuable as gold. Many roads were opened. This trading route was called the Silk Road because it was used to transport silk. Additionally, the Silk Road played a huge role in spreading the Buddhist religion.

 


    
  The distance between Ancient Rome and Ancient China was nearly 6,500 kilometres (4,000 miles). It was a very dangerous trip and no trader made the whole trip. Rome traded silver and gold for Chinese silk. Only rich Romans could wear silk.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  After the Han Dynasty other dynasties ruled in Ancient China and made an impact in Ancient Chinese society, tradition, religion, and philosophy. For example, during the Song Dynasty, China became a world leader in science and technology.

  The Great Wall was finished during the Ming Dynasty, the last of the great Chinese dynasties. During the Ming dynasty the Forbidden City was built. It was a huge residence for the emperor. The last dynasty in Ancient China was the Qing Dynasty. After that, China became a republic, which was the end of the ancient dynasties.
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      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();




OEBPS/audio/words/272828.mp3
1366

null, track 1366

1.68



OEBPS/audio/words/272838.mp3
1376

null, track 1376

1.344



OEBPS/audio/words/272836.mp3
1374

null, track 1374

1.872



OEBPS/audio/words/272811.mp3
1350

null, track 1350

3.744






OEBPS/images/bg-15-background.jpg
Compass -

Ceramics from
the Han Dynasty





OEBPS/audio/words/272841.mp3
1379

null, track 1379

1.824



OEBPS/audio/words/26041.mp3
null

1.296



OEBPS/audio/words/272837.mp3
1375

null, track 1375

1.728



OEBPS/images/bg-7-background.jpg
WREE wLod
REAE G20
Efe Rrgd
RERE e






OEBPS/audio/words/4392.mp3
null

1.008






OEBPS/audio/words/272829.mp3
1367

null, track 1367

4.272




OEBPS/audio/words/272810.mp3
1349

null, track 1349

1.584




OEBPS/audio/words/608.mp3
null

1.2



OEBPS/images/bg-10-background.jpg






OEBPS/audio/words/272840.mp3
1378

null, track 1378

1.728



OEBPS/audios/silence.mp3
2015

Blues

60.054375



OEBPS/audio/words/3253.mp3
null

1.536



OEBPS/images/bg-2-background.jpg






OEBPS/audio/words/272814.mp3
1353

null, track 1353

1.584



OEBPS/audio/words/11181.mp3
null

1.92



OEBPS/audio/words/2063.mp3
null

1.008



OEBPS/audio/words/272800.mp3
1338

null, track 1338

1.584



