
    

    

    
    

  After arriving home and celebrating my return for only ten days, a good friend, Captain William Robinson, came by. He was sailing to the West Indies in two months, and begged me to come on his ship and be the ship's surgeon. My good wife, Mary, was reluctant and worried, but since we had another two months to be together, I agreed. We set sail August 6, 1706 in the Hopewell, and first went to the island of Tonquin.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Once again we experienced a big storm, and immediately after that we were attacked by pirates. Their captain was a nasty man. He took one look at me and ordered me put in a rowboat and left at sea. As I was hustled off the ship, one pirate showed kindness, giving me some water to drink and some hard bread to eat. Soon I was all alone, drifting away from the ship while the pirates did their evil deeds.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  I rowed for five days and had just about lost all hope when I saw an island. Once I was ashore, I found a few birds'eggs to eat and a small cave for shelter. Using all my wits, I gathered sticks of wood and somehow managed to make a fire. After I cooked the eggs, I felt much better and looked around. The island was empty, with only scattered birds' eggs and a mere puddle of fresh water.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  It didn't look good for me; there was little to help me survive for long. Once again feeling hopeless, I huddled against the cave entrance and tried to sleep. The next morning was a bit cloudy. As I walked along the stony shore looking for more eggs, a dark shadow covered me. Looking up, I saw a black irregular shape, like a very solid cloud. It hovered over me, not moving with the other clouds in the sky.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  To my shock and awe, I then saw people leaning over the edge and looking at me! The odd shape then moved to my right. I could see more people and a few trees from beyond them. I was flabbergasted. I was looking at an island with people floating in the sky. I shouted and waved my arms. After a bit of shouting back and forth, the island came closer and a rope ladder was tossed down to me.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I climbed the ladder with relief and soon came face to face with my rescuers. "Welcome to our island of Laputa!" a gentleman exclaimed excitedly. "It's amazing to have a visitor like yourself. We are honoured!" I observed the crowd of people that looked very odd. Their heads were pointed either to the left or the right. One eye of each looked down and the other looked up. Their clothing was colourful with stars, planets, and all kinds of musical instruments.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  "I'm happy to be here," I replied. "Please tell me about your island home." Everyone began talking at once. They said a few words, then stopped, appearing to forget what they were saying. I gathered from the gibberish that they were called Laputians; they loved math, music, and studying the stars; and they needed help to finish their thoughts. Each time a Laputian got confused, servants hit him on the head with a long stick to clear out the cobwebs.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  After this confusing conversation, I finally understood that they wanted to bring me to their king. It was a long walk, since the Laputians often forgot where they were going until they were once again thumped on the head. The king sat on his throne next to a long table, which held instruments, globes, and other items shaped like triangles, circles, and squares. His Majesty ignored the noise of our arrival and sat deep in thought for an hour.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Finally, his servant hit the king's head with a stick. The king looked up and realised he had visitors. "What a strange-looking person you are," the king said, looking at me. "Where have you come from? "As I opened my mouth to reply, a servant reached over with a stick and hit me on the head."Ow!" I exclaimed. "I beg your pardon, but I do not need a reminder to speak."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Glaring at the servant, I turned and answered the king. "I was below you, lucky to be alive on an island after pirates attacked our ship." The king didn't seem concerned or surprised by my reply. We spent several hours in strange conversation. I would ask about Laputa, and the king would eventually answer me after a head thump. He had no further questions for me and seemed unaware that I was still sitting in front of him.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  After I spent several weeks with the Laputians, the king introduced me to his friend, Lord Munodi. This gentleman was able to converse without a servant wielding a stick and we had many good conversations. Lord Munodi was from a land below, called Balnibarbi. We formed a friendship and he invited me to visit his home. Laputa soon floated over the Balnibarbi countryside and hovered. We said our good-byes to the king and climbed down the rope ladder.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  We walked through a forest and came upon many fields outside a city. There were workers in the field with tools, but I could not understand what they were doing. Although they seemed hard at work, no crops were growing. It looked like they were just moving the dirt around. "This is the city of Lagado, our capital," Lord Munodi announced. We entered the city gates and I was surprised at what I saw.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  All the buildings were rickety, in a shambles, with odd angles in the walls, peeling paint, and random holes. We walked the streets in silence. I asked, "What has happened to the buildings?" Lord Munodi sighed. "Several years ago our teachers went to Laputa to study. They came back, excited to learn new things, and built a fine academy. Learning became their passion. Soon, most of those living in Lagado came to the academy. They have ignored the city since then."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "We'll go now to my estate outside of town," Lord Munodi said. "I'll get two horses to ride." We rode outside the city for an hour and came upon a beautiful estate. The gardens were lovely, the house was impressive, and our dinner was delicious. "Why don't the people who live in Lagado live like this?" I asked. Lord Munodi looked sad. "They think I am foolish," he replied.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "They do not care for these things," Lord Munodi added. "To be accepted by them, I would have to tear down my house and destroy my gardens." We talked further. I told Lord Munodi the English would think he was a good man and be impressed with his estate. After more conversation, Lord Munodi said that he would take me back to Lagado to visit the academy the next day.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The next morning, we rode back to the city to the academy. The academy building had once been grand, but now had numerous broken windows and doors. Once inside, I saw hallways with many, many rooms. Lord Munodi said I could open the door to any of the rooms and see what people were studying. I opened a first door and saw a man trying to build a house, but he was working from the top down.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  In another room, a blind painter was trying to complete a painting by tasting the paints to determine the colours. In the third room a woman was trying to extract sunbeams from cucumbers! The fourth room had a man trying to take marble and make it soft to sleep on. I was shocked by the silliness of these projects and how serious the people were with their studies.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Everything was so strange in Balnibarbi that I became homesick for England. I mentioned this to Lord Munodi and he suggested I travel to Japan by way of the island of Luggnagg, to return home. "The King of Luggnagg and the Emperor of Japan are good friends," he explained. "Follow this road to reach Maldonada. There you can find a ship to Luggnagg to take you to Japan. The two countries are traders and ships come and go."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I thanked him for this information and shook his hand, English-style. He offered me the horse I was riding to make the journey. We said good-bye and I followed the northeast path Lord Munodi had recommended. I rode for several days, enjoying the scenery. I noticed people in the countryside and towns were now looking and acting in ways that were normal to me. Soon I arrived at a city by the sea, and found out this was Maldonada.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I went to the harbour and was very disappointed to learn a ship would not be leaving until a month later. Discouraged, I walked my horse to a local inn and traded the animal for a room to stay in. During the next couple of days, I met a gentleman also staying at the inn, and we became friends. He told me stories of a nearby island called Glubbdubdrib.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "The island is ruled by a governor who is a powerful magician. His servants are ghosts, and he can bring forth the ghost of anyone from the past," he shared one night over dinner. Since I had a couple of weeks before my ship would leave, he suggested we visit the island. I agreed. The next day we took a boat to the island. We met the governor and had dinner at his house.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The servants that night appeared and disappeared as they served the food. I was scared at first, but the meal was delicious and I relaxed. The governor and his wife were gracious and seemed to enjoy our company. "Who would you like to meet from the past?" the governor asked. I thought a bit. "I've always been curious about Alexander the Great," I replied. With a few muttered words and a puff of mist, his ghost appeared.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I was amazed! I asked Alexander several questions about his travels and battles. He answered all of them. Over the next few days of our visit, the generous governor brought forth the ghosts of Aristotle, Caesar, and Napoleon. I learned many fascinating bits of history that were not in the history books. It was a memorable visit. I warmly thanked the governor for his hospitality and returned with my friend back to Maldonada after the fourth day.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  The ship going to Luggnagg had arrived. I paid for a cabin and went aboard. When I arrived at the island, I met the Luggnaggians, who were kind and generous. I stayed on land two days while the ship was made ready to sail on to Japan. "Have you met any of our Struldbrugs?" my waitress asked the next morning at breakfast. I told her I had not, and wondered who they were.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  "They are immortals," she replied. "A few of our people live forever." "That sounds wonderful," I said. "Imagine all the things you could do!" The waitress leaned closer. "Unfortunately for them, their lives are not happy. Even though they don't die, they still age, and life becomes an endless number of days." She nodded toward a bench under a large tree. I saw what she meant. There sat an ancient-looking man. His wrinkles had wrinkles and he carried a cane.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The poor man looked miserable and lonely. I quickly revised my ideas about living forever. I boarded my ship the next day, and we sailed to Japan. There I found a fine Dutch ship and paid for my passage to England. The trip took two months with good weather and several stops for food and water. When I arrived in England, I hurried back home to my dear wife and family. I began to think my seafaring days were over.
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      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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