
    

    

    
    

  I spent five months at home with my lovely wife Mary and my nearly-grown up son and daughter. When Mary told me she was pregnant again, I was thrilled to be having another child. Then I was presented with a rare opportunity to become the captain of a ship called the Adventurer, which I had to accept. I gave the news to my steadfast wife and told her this voyage would surely be my last.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  By the time the Adventurer reached the Barbados and Leeward islands, we had experienced several rough storms. Sickness within the crew had left a number of sailors dead, so I stopped to get new recruits. I soon came to regret this decision. It turned out the new sailors were actually pirates and they convinced the rest of my crew to mutiny. After weeks of being held captive, my crew left me abandoned on an unknown shore.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I felt discouraged, tired, and betrayed as I began walking into the countryside. There were fields of oats and wide rows of tall trees with grass in between each row. I found a dirt road and began to follow this, hoping I would meet a native. In the distance I saw several strange creatures. They looked ugly and deformed, with hairy bodies, long beards, and sharp claws, but humanlike. I tried avoiding them but they saw me and came running.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I was afraid for my life as I watched the twisted creatures run at me with many grunts and odd noises. Just as I reached near panic, I heard the sound of snorting and neighing behind me. I turned and saw a majestic horse. The creatures immediately stopped running and scattered to the trees. "Thank you! You showed up and saved me!" I exclaimed with relief. Startled, the horse stared at me. He studied me with a kindly stare.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Another horse galloped up and joined the first. I was amazed to see they were speaking to each other! Although I couldn't understand the words, they engaged in deep conversation. At one point, the first horse kept looking at me, saying the word, "Yahoo." I nodded to them, pointed to myself and replied, "Gulliver." Both horses seemed surprised when I answered them. Nodding to me and pawing the ground, they went down the road and waited for me to come.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  After a good walk, I arrived with the two horses at a long house. The two invited me in by gesturing with their hooves, and I entered. I was speechless. There were a number of horses inside. Some were sitting and talking with each other. Others were cooking, cleaning, and adding wood to the fire. I was then led outside to a barn. There were several creatures there with harnesses on. My two horse companions compared me to the creatures and again repeated the word "Yahoo."

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I realised the humanlike creatures and I were the same to the horses: Yahoos. After more talking between the horses, they invited me back to the house. A horse brought me a bowl of milk to drink and I gratefully drank it all, since I was hungry. I was allowed to stay as a guest and worked hard to learn their language. I learned the horses called themselves Houyhnhnms. Soon I was able to talk with them and communicate.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Over time, I saw the Houyhnhnms were a kind and friendly race. They cared for each other and loved poetry. I told them about England, and how the Yahoos like me were the superior beings. We would use horses for work in the fields, travel from one town to the next, and race them for sport. The Houyhnhnms were shocked and horrified by my description of horses in England. In their world the Yahoos were selfish, primitive, and lowly.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  While the Houyhnhnms treated me well, it was obvious the Yahoos were considered animals to be used in the fields. I wanted to stay longer with the Houyhnhnms but they decided further contact with me was unwise. Although I was an odd and educated Yahoo, I was still a Yahoo nonetheless. The Houyhnhnms declared I was to be banned. They led me to the ocean, placed me in a canoe, and set the canoe adrift.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I had the blackest of depressions. I now understood that as a Yahoo, I was doomed to the evil nature of my race. I had been betrayed by my own sailors on my ship. I could not get away from bickering, nasty, selfish people. The Houyhnhnms did not lie, cheat, steal, or fight. They were an honourable race, and I was heartbroken I could not stay with them.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  I began to row and soon came to an island where I hoped I could be alone. My bad luck continued. The island's inhabitants attacked me as I tried to get away. I was shot through my arm with an arrow as I rowed back into the ocean. "Stupid Yahoos!" I cried. The pain from the arrow was terrible. All I wanted was to be alone. Once well into the ocean, I cried as I pulled the arrow from my arm.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Exhausted and depressed, I lay down in the canoe, letting the waves take me where they wanted. I dreamed of the Houyhnhnms and their gentle ways. I was ashamed how my countrymen treated horses, considering them beasts. I floated aimlessly for several days until I was rescued by a Portuguese ship bound for England. You'd think I'd be happy, but I wasn't. I could no longer tolerate the sight of other Yahoos and wanted nothing to do with the crew.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  We soon arrived in England and quickly disembarked. I spent days alone as I walked back to my homestead. I would not ever use a horse for travel again. My dear wife and new-born son were the only Yahoos I could tolerate. I was happy to see them and know they were healthy and happy along with my other son and daughter. My depression slowly lifted with the help of my wife Mary. My travel days were over.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Although I now feel better, I still dislike fellow Yahoos and want to be alone. I tend the gardens and the fields of hay and enjoy my own company. We had two horses, and with my bit of earnings I bought two more. I make sure they live quite well in the barn, and will often spend hours talking to them. They don't understand me, but it reminds me of the gentle Houyhnhnms.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  I share my many adventures with Mary and my family. Perhaps one day I'll write about my voyages. For now, I enjoy the quiet life of a farmer and the clean, hard work of turning soil into crops. It's the best I can do as a Yahoo to make up for the shortcomings of our people.
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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