
    

    

    
    

  Ancient Rome was a very powerful and important civilisation that ruled much of Europe for nearly 1,000 years. It grew from a small town on the banks of central Italy's Tiber River into a dominant empire that spread across Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Mediterranean islands. Magnificent buildings and grand cities connected with long roads that led to the capital, the biggest city in the world at that time, Rome.

  Ancient Rome's impact can still be felt in the world today, mostly in areas such as art, architecture, engineering, military tactics, literature, and language.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Today, the group of languages known as Romance languages which include Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian derived from Latin, which was the native language of the ancient Romans.

 

    
  The native language of the Romans was Latin, but they could also speak Greek.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Geography

 

    
  Rome has an excellent geographic and strategic location, mild climate and good farmland. It is surrounded by seven hills, which was good for defence in ancient times.

  Its position by the Tiber River was also suitable for travel and trade. Romans were mostly farmers working hard on their lands.

 

    
  By 117 CE the Roman Empire included the whole of Italy, all the lands around the Mediterranean and much of Europe, including England, Wales and parts of Scotland.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  The Legend of Romulus and Remus

 

    

  The story about the beginnings of Rome is a combination of legend and historical facts.

   

  According to the legend, the mythological twin brothers Romulus and Remus were founders of Rome. Their mother was Princess Rhea Silvia and their father was the Roman god of war, Mars.

  The king of the land where the boys were born and lived was worried that one day Romulus and Remus would become so strong and powerful that they would steal his throne. So, one day he left the baby boys in a basket on the Tiber River. He wanted them to die.

 


    
  Mars is the god of war in Roman mythology, while Aries is the god of war in Greek mythology.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Luckily, the boys were found by a she-wolf who took over the role of their mother. She fed them, cared for them and protected them from wild animals and dangerous situations.

   

  One day some shepherds accidentally found the twins. One of the shepherds took Romulus and Remus home and looked after them as his own children.

 

    
  A legend is a very old story that cannot be proved but has been told for centuries. Myths are stories people tell to explain nature and history. Myth is a feature of every culture.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The boys grew and they became very strong and smart. One day, Remus was arrested by the king's soldiers, who took him to the king. He told the king who he actually was. Meanwhile Romulus went to the king's place accompanied by some shepherds to rescue his brother and they killed the king.

   

  After the king's death, the people from the city invited Romulus and Remus to be their kings but they refused because they wanted to build a city of their own. They started to search for the perfect location for their city, so they discovered the place where Rome is today.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  While building the city, Romulus and Remus became jealous of each other and they started to fight for power.

  Romulus killed Remus and then continued to build his city. Rome was officially founded on April 21, 753 BCE. Romulus named Rome after himself and made himself a king. For over 1,000 years Rome would be one of the most powerful cities in the world.

   

 

    
  In some versions of the legend great Hercules is the father of Romulus and Remus.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Who Ruled Rome?

 

    

  In the beginning Rome was a kingdom. Romulus was the first legendary king. The last king was Tarquin the Proud, who ruled until 509 BCE.

  After that, Rome was transformed into a republic. As opposed to the kingdom, in the republic one person couldn't have total control of the power. Senators, who were a group of men, shared their power. The consuls were the two most powerful people in the Senate.

 


    
  You can see the symbol SPQR all over Rome today. It means "Senatus Populus que Romanus" and means the "Senate and the People of Rome".

 

  


    

    

    
    

  The army in the Roman Republic gained more power. Sometimes the senators couldn't control the army and they had problems with the generals. One of the greatest generals of Rome was Julius Caesar. He was responsible for the decline of the Republic and after assuming power he became a mighty dictator. That was the end of the Republic.

 

    

  A few years later, his nephew Octavius, who was adopted by Julius Caesar and called himself Caesar Augustus, became the first Roman emperor. This was when the Roman Empire was started.

 

    
  Caesar was a title of imperial character, which became Kaiser in German and Czar in other languages.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  When Julius Caesar took power he named himself dictator for life.

  The senators decided that Caesar had too much control and power in Rome. So they killed him by stabbing him 23 times on the floor of the Senate in 44 BCE.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The Roman army was one of the strongest armies in the world. The troops were very well organised, well trained, and well equipped. Because of that, the Romans built a huge empire and conquered new lands. Roman soldiers also had a specific way of running battles. First they hurled their spears at the enemy; then they fought with their swords. They also had wooden shields and wore metal helmets and armour for protection.

   

  The soldiers signed up to fight for the country for 20 years. At the end of their career as soldiers they were awarded with a large amount of money.
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      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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