

    

    

    
    

  Once upon a time, in a faraway land, lived a poor young boy called Hassan. Hassan had worked on the docks with the fishermen since he was very young. He had no parents and didn't go to school. He just went to work in the mornings and fished all day long. At the end of the day, he'd keep one of the fish for his supper, and sell the rest for money to buy clothes.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  One day, as Hassan was busy on the docks with his fishing net, he smelt a wonderful perfume. He looked up to find the most beautiful girl he had ever seen. Her hair was black as night, her eyes shone, and her smile made everyone around her happy. Hassan saw a group of people following the girl around, doing as she asked and making sure she got what she wanted.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  After that day, Hassan often saw the girl at the docks. He got used to seeing her there, and looked forward to it. The girl also seemed to enjoy seeing him, and Hassan could have sworn she smiled at him every day. The girl admired him for his hard work, patience, and energy, but she never talked to him or came to where he stood, next to his little fishing boat and his big net.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Several months passed. Then one day the girl stopped coming to the docks. The group of men that had followed her also stopped coming. Hassan went home at the end of the day feeling sad. He remembered the girl's lovely smile, and how it made him forget his weariness after a long day's work. It just made him happy. Hassan decided to look for the girl. For all he knew, she could be in trouble!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The next day, after Hassan finished work, he waited where the girl used to stand every day. He looked at all the passers-by, hoping she would appear, but she didn't come. After a while, Hassan saw someone waving at him. As he walked closer, he saw that it was one of the men who had followed the pretty girl on the docks every day.

  "Come with me," the man said in a stern voice.

  "Where are we going?" Hassan asked.

  "To the king's castle," was the reply.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  As they walked together toward the magnificent castle, the man told Hassan that the pretty girl he had seen was the princess of the kingdom. She had seen Hassan working on the docks every day and was determined to see him that day as well. The princess was very ill. She lay in bed, unable to move. The best doctors in the kingdom had not been able to cure her. One wise old man said that a long voyage in the open sea was the only thing that could make her better.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Hassan convinced the king to allow him to take his daughter out to sea in his little boat. The king sadly agreed, because there was nothing else he could do. Hassan took the princess to his boat, and they sailed far, far away. As they sailed, he told her stories that fishermen told, about mermaids and genies, sailors and divers, and mysterious faraway lands. Their adventure lasted many days, and with every passing day in the fresh sea air, Hassan could see that the princess looked better.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  When the princess was well again, Hassan sailed back to the kingdom and took her back to her father, the king. The king was overjoyed. He held celebrations across the kingdom, full of feasts and music and dancing, which lasted for days. As the celebrations were coming to an end, the king offered Hassan a job at the castle as one of his trusted men. Hassan loved the sea too much, however, so he refused the king's kind offer.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The lovely princess announced to her father and all those present that she loved Hassan the fisherman's boy, and wanted to be married to him. The king was very upset that his daughter wanted to marry a common man even if he had saved her life. She is a princess, and must marry a prince, thought the king. "Give me till tomorrow to think," the king said at last.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The king stayed awake all night, tossing and turning in bed, wondering how he could stop the marriage without having to directly refuse his daughter's request. In the darkest hours before dawn, he suddenly came up with an idea that he thought was sure to work.

  "I'll ask for a present for my daughter that this poor fisherman's boy cannot possibly get. He'll be too ashamed to ask for the princess's hand if he can't even bring her a gift."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The next morning, the king invited the princess and Hassan to his breakfast table, and seated them on either side of him. He served them the best the land had to offer. Hassan, however, could feel that something was not right.

 

    

  The princess was first to speak.

  "Father, have you thought about what I asked for last night?"

  Her father answered, "Yes, my sweet daughter. Hassan, I shall be most glad if you marry my daughter; you did save her life, after all. I only ask that you bring her the gift she deserves: a pure white pearl as beautiful as she is."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Hassan could see the king's plan clearly now. There was no way a poor fisherman's boy like him could ever get a pure white pearl. They were very rare, and he didn't even know where to look. He thanked the king for the breakfast and his kindness, said goodbye to the princess, and left the castle. He was upset, but eager to get back to his little boat and his big net.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Days passed. The princess would stand by her window every morning, looking at the docks from which Hassan sailed out to sea every day. She hoped with all her heart that by some miracle he would find the pure white pearl her father had asked for. Then he'd come for her, and they would be happily married.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Hassan, however, believed that you only get what you deserve, and knew that no good would come of waiting and hoping. So he got back to work, making sure that he did his best which was to go out to sea and fish as much as he could, sell the extra fish, and hope to save enough money to buy a white pearl.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Winter was coming. With every passing day, Hassan's catch grew smaller. He worried that at this rate, he would never have enough money to buy the pearl in time. The weather became worse, and the fish became fewer, until Hassan could catch none at all. For two days in a row, Hassan went to sea in his little boat and spread his big net, but came back with no fish at all, not even one for his supper.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Hassan woke up extra early the next day, eager to catch any fish at all, at least to eat them for supper if not to sell them for money. He stayed at sea all day long, but nothing came up in his net. After the sun had set, Hassan was sailing back toward the dock when he noticed something gleaming in his net. Excited, he pulled it up. It was the strangest fish he'd ever seen, bigger than most, and rainbow colour!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  As he was untangling the rainbow fish from the big net, it started to talk! "Hassan, you work hard and help people," the fish said. "You never are too lazy to do the right thing, and you rely on yourself to make your dreams come true." Hassan could not believe his ears! The rainbow fish continued: "Inside me you will all find a glorious white pearl, purer than any in the kingdom. Take it and go meet your king. Well done, Hassan!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  And sure enough, when Hassan opened the fish, he found a big white pearl inside, purer and whiter than he had ever imagined. It glittered in what was left of the sunlight. When he got back to shore, Hassan hurried off to the castle, happy that at last he could marry the princess and give her a present that even princes could not have given her.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The king changed his mind when he saw Hassan. He decided that his daughter would be happy to be married to someone as brave and hardworking as Hassan, who loved her so much as to save her life, and who had brought her the rarest gift of all. The princess was overjoyed. She looked more beautiful than ever in her white wedding dress that matched the pearl that now hung around her neck.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The celebrations lasted a week. The entire kingdom rejoiced in their princess, and in Hassan, who now was named 'prince' and was soon to become the king of the land. He would rule justly, and his people would love him and their queen dearly.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  It is said that, for a long time, the good king Hassan would take his queen and their children, the princes and princesses, out to sea in his little old boat, sailing the same route he'd taken when his pretty princess was sick. As they sailed, he told them wonderful stories, about a poor fisherman, a talking fish, and the most beautiful princess the land had ever seen. The end.
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      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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