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Wombats are animals native to Australia. They are the second largest marsupials in the country. They can weigh up to 35 kg (80 pounds) and reach 115 cm (45 inches) in length. Female wombats are slightly bigger than males. Most of their activity takes place at night when they emerge into the darkness to look for food. So, their solitary, nocturnal activity makes these mammals a rare sight.



		Wildlife Australia: Wombat
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Wombats are a combination of a bear, a pig, and a gopher. They have a natural inclination to digging. This is why their legs are short, their claws are strong, and their feet are broad. They dig up big holes quite rapidly. In fact, in one night, a wombat can dig up to one metre (three feet) of dirt. Just like other marsupials, such as kangaroos and koalas, wombats have a pouch. Oddly enough, a wombat’s pouch is faced backward. This is what allows wombats to dig easily without scooping dirt inside the pouch.



		Characteristics



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
It has small ears, small eyes, and a broad head with a short muscular neck. A common wombat’s teeth are rootless, meaning that they never stop growing. This is why even old wombats easily cope with finely grinding their food.



		
As its name suggests, the common wombat is the most common species. It has stiff grey or brown fur, and a hair-free muzzle. Usually, the true colour of their hair is concealed, as it is covered in dirt due to all the digging.



		The Common Wombat



		There are three types of wombats: the common wombat, the southern hairy-nosed wombat, and the northern hairy-nosed wombat.
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The northern hairy-nosed wombat was common in the past, but now it has become an endangered species. The Epping Forest National Park in Northern Queensland is the last remaining natural habitat of this animal. The area has been fenced in order to protect it. Presently, only 133 specimens of this species live in Australia.



		The Northern
Hairy-nosed
Wombat
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		There is actually a holiday called The Wombat Day, and it is celebrated every year on October 22.



		
The southern hairy-nosed wombat is also an endangered species. This species populates semi-arid areas of South Australia. To protect themselves from the dry heat of the day, the southern hairy-nosed wombats hide in hollow logs.



		The Southern
Hairy-nosed
Wombat
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		A lot of the Diprotodons also died because of drought. Australia was intensely dry during those times and many of them died in the salt-covered lakes, either of drowning or of thirst.



		
The ancestor of today’s wombats is a species of giant rhinoceros called Diprotodon. This type of rhinoceros lived during the Ice Age. Scientists believe that ancient Aborigines hunted the giant wombat, which led to its extinction.



		Giant Wombats from the Past
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		When threatened, a wombat will immediately dive into the nearest burrow or hollow log.



		
All wombat species live in the mountains, grasslands, and forests of Australia. They have disappeared from specific areas, generally because of hunting. Typically, they live in burrows, which have a lot of tunnels and sleeping chambers. Some of the tunnels can reach 650 feet in length. Wombats live in several burrows, depending on the season of the year. For the most part, there is more than one nest in a burrow. Nests are usually made from sticks, grass, and leaves. Usually, a wombat’s burrow has only one entrance. In some cases, there is a separate entrance for emergencies.



		Wombat Habitat



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		Wombats have a preference for foods that are hard to digest. In order to process these foods, they have specific enzymes in their stomachs. It takes them approximately two weeks to entirely digest a meal.



		
Wombats are herbivores. Their most typical meals include grass, roots, bark, and herbs. Oddly enough, they get their intake of water from the food they eat. In fact, a wombat can survive years without drinking water. Their slow metabolism helps wombats live in hot, dry habitats.



		Wombat Diet
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		Even though wombats are nocturnal, they actually have poor eyesight. They rely on their other senses to find food at night.



		
Typically, wombats are nocturnal animals. At night, they get out of their burrows to dig and look for food. In the cold season, in order to warm up, wombats come out of their burrows during day time for sunbathing.



		Nocturnal
Creatures
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		Wombats use faeces to navigate through the dark at night as they use their sense of smell. This is why they poop on surfaces such as logs or rocks, where their droppings can be easily smelt.



		
Wombats have some of the most distinguishable droppings on Earth and can produce up to 100 faeces a night. They come in the form of cube-shaped packages. They also spray urine and rub their scent on trees.



		Territorial Animals
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		At the end of a chase, a wombat will dive into a burrow and use its bottom to block the entrance. If necessary, they use their strong backs for crushing intruders against the walls of their burrows.



		
Wombats use their tunnels for protection and hiding. The tunnels are usually large enough for one animal. In addition to that, wombats are pretty good at jumping. They can escape enclosures by jumping, and they can even jump over metre-high fences.



		Wombats have strong teeth and claws that they use to tear through tough grasses and roots. If they must, they will also use them to attack their enemies.



		When in contact with a predator, wombats rely on their rumps for protection. That’s because their rear end is made mainly of cartilage which makes this part of the body resistant to scratches and bites.



		Wombat Defence
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		A group of wombats is called a colony, a wisdom, or a mob.



		
Typically, wombats are loners, depending on their species. For instance, the common wombat spends most of its life alone. Meanwhile, the hairy-nosed wombat lives with up to 12 other wombats in a burrow. Female wombats, on the other hand, are more social. They are more willing to share their underground homes. Even so, on the surface, wombats avoid other wombats.



		Solitary Animals
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		Wombat
Reproduction



		
The mating season depends on the climate in which the wombat lives. Usually, wombats mate when there is food in abundance. In case of droughts, wombats won’t mate. To mate with a female, a male wombat has to really put in the effort. He will chase the female wombat in circles until she slows down. During the chase, the female wombat makes a distinctive coughing noise.



		When they want to mate, southern hairy-nosed female wombats bite the male’s bottom.
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		A baby wombat is named a wombat pinkie when it is furless. At birth, a wombat pinkie weighs as little as two grams. It is the size of a jellybean. When fully furred, it is named joey.



		
The gestation period lasts from 21 to 30 days. The female wombat only gives birth every two years. After birth, the baby climbs to the mother’s pouch. It stays there for approximately five months until it is fully grown. It will keep climbing in and out until it reaches maturity.



		Gestation
and Birth
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		The female wombat is actually bigger than the male wombat which is contrary to most animal species, where the female is generally smaller.



		
Some female wombats tolerate carrying their joeys longer than others. The pouch is controlled by a muscle. That is how the mother wombat allows the joey to go in and out. So, when the joey is out, the mother decides when it can get back in the pouch.



		Female Wombats
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The oldest wombat was called Patrick and he lived in the Ballarat Wildlife Park in South Australia. He died at the age of 32.



		
In the wild, wombats only live from three to five years. This is because they are the main meal for many predators in their surroundings. In captivity, they can live up to 30 years.



		Life Expectancy
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		Wombats are considered pests most of the time, but they are also often hunted for their fur.



		
Sadly, the clearing for livestock and agriculture has lowered the numbers of wombats. Many farmers think of wombats as threats because they burrow under fences, or because they dig in cultivated fields. Farmers shoot or trap them. Wombats are very often victims of car accidents. Wombats are prone to contract mange from foxes. This kills many wombats at an unbelievable rate. If nothing is done, the species might become endangered in 20 years’ time.



		Threats to Wombats
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      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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Wombats are animals native to Australia.
They are the second largest marsupials in
the country. They can weigh up to 35 kg (80
pounds) and reach 115 cm (45 inches) in
length. Female wombats are slightly bigger
than males. Most of their activity takes place
at night when they emerge into the darkness
to look for food. So, their solitary, nocturnal
activity makes these mammals a rare sight.
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