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		It is believed that some of the dingoes that came to Australia did so using land bridges.



		
The dingo is a species of wild dog found in Australia. Some scientists believe that dingoes arrived in the country 4,000 years ago. It is also believed that they are related or originate from the south Asian grey wolf.



		Wildlife Australia: Dingo
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		The Aboriginal people did not use dingoes for hunting even though they are excellent predators.



		
It is thought that the first people to bring the dingo to Australia were the Aboriginals. They were mostly Indonesian fishermen or people from Southeast Asia. At first, the dingo’s scientific name was Canis familiaris dingo. Canis means ‘dog’. However, this name was later changed to Canis lupus dingo. Lupus means ‘wolf’, and shows that the dingo is related to the south Asian grey wolf.



		The Origins and Scientific Name of
the Dingo
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		Dingoes can’t bark! Instead, they howl to communicate with each other. They also use scent and urine marks to send messages to other dingoes.



		
How can you tell the difference between a dingo and a dog? The dingo has a very long and bushy tail. This is the first thing you will notice if you compare it to your dog at home. Dingoes also have red fur, which is why many people mistake them for foxes. Their noses are pointed, and so are their ears. The ears are erect and located high on the skull.



		What Do Dingoes Look Like?
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How Big Is a Dingo?



		Dingoes measure between 103 and 121 centimetres (40 - 47 inches) in length. They can weigh up to 14.9 kg (32 lb.). As for their cute bushy tails, they can reach a length of 33 centimetres (12 inches).



		A dingo can rotate its head almost 180 degrees to both the left and right. This is quite impressive, as humans can only turn their heads up to 70 degrees. This means that a dingo can see you even while it’s running away!
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		All the adults in the pack raise the cubs and every member is equally responsible for them.



		Dingo cubs cannot survive on their own and depend on their mother for the first eight months of their life. Dingo mothers and fathers will chew, swallow, and then spit up the food in order to feed their young.



		
Like most four-legged animals, dingoes do not live alone. They are found in packs of up to 10 members. Some dingoes can live alone, especially young males, but not for too long. Every pack has leaders - an alpha male and an alpha female. A pregnant female will usually give birth to 4 or 5 puppies. Dingo babies are called ‘cubs’.



		Are Dingoes
Loners?
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		Dingoes usually hunt during the night. When searching for food they can travel up to 10 to 20 kilometres. This is why some dingoes have been seen in cities or on the streets.



		
Dingoes prefer living in warmer regions and are usually nocturnal, meaning they are mostly active during the night. They can usually be found in North Australia, in deserts, grasslands, and at the edges of forests.



		Where Do
Dingoes Live?
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		The dingoes’ home is called a den. When making their dens, dingoes usually search for hollow logs and deserted rabbit holes and turn them into their homes. They choose homes close to a water supply so they don’t have to walk far for water.
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How Do Dingoes
Behave?



		Dingoes move in two main ways. When it’s time for hunting, they start a movement called a searching movement, to find prey. To locate other dingoes and scout the surrounding areas, dingoes use another movement, called exploratory movement. Dingoes are usually shy when humans try to approach them. However, it is always best to keep your distance, since they can get a bit agitated when people are around.
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		Meat is the main source of energy and nutrients for dingoes, but sometimes they eat fruits and berries.



		
Dingoes would eat almost anything, from tiny insects to big, fierce buffalos. But not everything they can eat can be found in the regions they live in. Therefore, the dingoes’ diet usually consists of only 10 animal species. Their favourite dishes include the swamp wallaby, dusky rat, cattle, red kangaroo, agile wallaby, magpie goose, etc. Dingoes that live in Australia mostly hunt mammals, and they prefer medium to large-sized animals.



		What Do Dingoes Eat?
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Dingoes are not a danger to humans. Still, they are Australia’s largest predator - and they do have plenty of food to eat on the continent. When the English arrived in Australia, they brought livestock with them, mainly sheep. Dingoes started to feast on these farm animals, until very few were left. This is why the farmers that live in Australia don’t like dingoes. Nowadays, people that manage livestock usually have a guard donkey. The animal is used to protect sheep because it can kick dingoes and foxes away.



		Are Dingoes Dangerous?
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		In the 1880s, the Australian farmers who were tired of losing sheep to dingoes built a huge fence around the south-east part of the country, known as the Great Dingo Fence. This massive structure is over 5,500 km (3,400 miles) long. Even though some dingoes still do get through the holes in the fence, it is very effective.
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Are There Different Types of Dingoes?



		Dingoes are usually covered in red fur, similar to that of foxes. But in different climates, the colour of their fur changes. This is because Australia has a variety of climates and the animals that live there have to adapt to the area. There are three different types of dingoes: desert dingoes, northern dingoes, and alpine dingoes. The desert dingoes usually have reddish, sand-coloured, or golden yellow fur. They also have compact bodies and are a bit smaller than other dingoes.
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		The black and tan dingoes have patches of fur that are coloured differently. These areas are on the feet, chest, throat, cheeks, eyebrows, and inside legs.



		
The northern dingoes come in a variety of colours, similar to those of the desert dingoes. They can be pale cream, ginger, black or tan. These dingoes don’t have a second layer of fur like the desert and alpine dingoes. The alpine dingoes are larger than the other two types of dingoes. They have a double coat, as they live mostly in cold environments. Their fur is light cream, making it easier for them to blend in with their surroundings.
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Life Expectancy



		Out in the wilderness, dingoes live between five to ten years. In captivity, they can live up to 20 years. This is pretty impressive, given that many breeds of dogs only live up to 14 years.



		Pet dingoes don’t like being left alone. They are sociable animals and enjoy spending time with their owners.
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		Australian cattle dogs and Kelpies usually have dingo blood in them. This is because farmers have mixed dingoes with other canines in Australia. The sturdy and powerful dingo can help increase the size and strength of domestic and working dogs.



		
The laws of Australia declare that dingoes are pests and have to be managed accordingly on public or private lands. This means that if they meet an angry farmer or citizen, they usually have to run for their lives.



		
What Threats
Do Dingoes Face?
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Wildlife
Australia: Dingo

The dingo is a species of wild dog found in
Australia. Some scientists believe that dingoes
arrived in the country 4,000 years ago. It is also
believed that they are related or originate from the
south Asian grey wolf.
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