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Ancient Greece is divided into three distinct periods: the Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic periods. During the Archaic period, Greece adapted a new form of writing, which was borrowed from the Phoenicians. The earliest evidence historians have found that depicts this form of writing is from pottery and stone. During the Archaic Period the famous Homeric Epics were written down for the first time; prior to this they had been passed down through word of mouth.



		THE ARCHAIC PERIOD
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		‘Archaic’ means old-fashioned, and it refers to the type of art that was prevalent in Greece at the time. Sculptures that were made during the Archaic Age were similar to Egyptian art, very still and ‘lifeless’ in regard to the body posture of the sculpted subject.



		
The Archaic Period marks a phase in Greek history when the country focused on rebuilding its civilisation, after they had suffered a great downfall during the Bronze and Dark Ages. This period gave rise to the polis, or city-state. The polis typically consisted of a city centre, a religious temple, government buildings, and housing for the people. The area around the polis was surrounded by farmland where farmers would grow crops. Although each person had a different business and their own independence, they finally realised that in order to function as a society they must work in unity for their common polis so that their civilisation could thrive. This idea led to the notion of citizenship, belonging to one city where you were born and having a voice in its governing community.
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It was soon established that citizenship should be demonstrated by the people’s ability to defend the polis. This gave rise to the hoplites, the common people, usually farmers, who came together to form an army. The hoplite army was famous for developing a uniquely Greek warfare formation, the phalanx, where the soldiers stood shoulder-to-shoulder with their round metal shields firmly pressed next to each other, and sharp spears peeking through in the front. The Chigi Vase depicts the famous ‘hoplite formation’ march, as a flute player stands behind the soldiers and plays music to help keep the men’s march in steady sync.
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		The famous Greek philosopher Socrates was a hoplite, fighting for Athens during the Peloponnesian Wars.



		
Having well - established armies allowed the civilisations to begin to grow and spread. As more space was needed for the people, they began to travel to bordering European countries and form colonies there. Settlements were made in parts of modern-day Italy, Turkey, and even parts of northern Africa.
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During the time known as the Classical Period, Greece was at battle for the majority of the time, first fighting the Persian Empire in what was known as the Persian Wars, and then fighting amongst themselves in a series of civil wars called the Peloponnesian Wars. After about 20 years of Persian rule, Athens was finally able to chase out the Persians, and the period known as the ‘Golden Age’ began. The people focused on reconstructing their city. During this time, much art, architecture, philosophy, and literature surged in Athens. Great philosophers including Socrates and Plato arose, and famous monuments such as the Parthenon were built during this period.



		THE CLASSICAL
PERIOD
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		The word ‘music’ comes from the muses, the Greek goddesses of art inspiration.



		
Theatre and drama became very popular. Originally inspired by religion, this pastime quickly became a favourite among the Greek population. Many famous Greek tragedies featuring historical and mythological events were written and put on at this time.
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During the Classical Period, the two major city-states in Greece were Athens and Sparta. They were close to each other in location, but their lifestyle and culture differed greatly, leading them to become sworn enemies. The major difference between the two cities was their government structure. Athens, the largest city and the capital of Greece, had a democratic government, while Sparta practiced an oligarchic government where a small group of people held all the power. Athens was the modern city of art and education whose people led a more forward-thinking way of life. Sparta, on the other hand, was very military-driven and had a strong army. Its people saw themselves as the protectors of Greece. Although the Spartans were great as an army, the Athenians possessed a good navy.



		SPARTA AND ATHENS
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		Athens was the greatest of all city-states. It was there that the first democracy was established. The word ‘democracy’ comes from two Greek words: ‘demos’ which means people, and ‘kratos’, which translated into power in the ancient Greek language. Therefore, ‘democracy’ is power to the people.



		
The two cities eventually battled each other in a 28-year-long series of wars called the Peloponnesian Wars, which Sparta eventually won. Sparta beat Athens with a siege, by surrounding the city and allowing no food to come into Athens. At this time the plague also hit Athens, killing many soldiers, including Pericles, the leader of the Athenian military.
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The Peloponnesian wars left Greece a divided and weakened country. This time in the classical period paved the way for the rise of history’s most successful military leader. Greece’s neighbours decided to take advantage of the weakened nation and take over the land. Philip II was the leading monarch of Macedonia, a country to the north of Greece, and father to Alexander the Great. It is because of King Philip’s achievements and strong military foundation that Alexander the Great had the opportunity to go down in history as one of the most successful military leaders.



		PHILIP II AND
ALEXANDER
THE GREAT
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		The Sun of Vergina is a symbol believed to have been the royal emblem of the Argead dynasty of Philip II and Alexander the Great. The symbol represented the sun god, Helios.



		
Philip II conquered Greek cities and weakened their armies. After dividing the nation, he coerced many Greek citizens to join his alliance, which he called the League of Corinth. After his father’s death, Alexander continued forming an unstoppable army and promised to fulfil his father’s wish of invading Persia. He spread his empire beyond the farthest borders, past Asia, Egypt, all the way to India, and even succeeded in taking over Persia. As Alexander conquered the world, he spread the Greek culture and language; this process became known as Hellenisation.
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The death of Alexander the Great marks the beginning of the Hellenistic Period. Upon his death, Alexander’s leading military generals, known as diadochi, divided the conquered empire into three parts, each becoming a powerful dynasty of its own. The Seleucids ruled the area of Syria and Persia, the Ptolemies took over the area of Egypt, and the Antigonids ruled Greece and Macedonia. Although the empire was divided, the people remained united through their common language, or as they called it ‘koine’. However, there was still a feeling of alienation among many people, as they were used to living under a democracy and in polis communities.



		HELLENISTIC PERIOD
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		During the Hellenistic Period, art became more realistic. Expressions and body postures were sculpted to look more natural and realistic.



		
Individualism was reflected even in the new style of art. Sculptures did not represent the common Greek gods anymore; rather they were of individual people. Philosophers, too, wrote against commercialism and politics, and believed that life was about individual happiness and personal pleasures. The year 31 BCE officially marks the end of the Hellenistic world as the Romans conquered the last of the Greek territories, defeating Greece’s Ptolemaic army led by Marc Antony, during the battle at Actium.
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  function css() {
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    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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