

    

    

    
    
  Social Roles

 

    

  As in today's world, the people of Ancient Egypt were either wealthy or poor, and this was reflected in their daily chores, work, and living standards. Those in high-society, such as the priests and pharaohs, lived more lavish lives, eating, drinking, hosting parties, and running their own businesses.

  Much of the daily life of the common, lower-class ancient Egyptians revolved around growing food, building homes, making crafts, and trading. All these activities were possible because of the Nile, and this is exactly where most of the action took place.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Daily Life

 

    

  Most village homes in ancient Egypt were built with mud bricks, again because of the abundance of water and clay from the Nile River. The palaces of the Pharaohs were built from much nicer stone materials.

  The mud homes were spacious enough for each family and usually had a flat roof so that when the weather got really hot, people could sleep outside in the cool of the night. Houses also had spacious courtyards where children could play while their mothers cooked food outside.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Women

 

    

  Women and men in Ancient Egypt had equal rights and freedom. By law, a woman was allowed to work a full-time job and even own a business. She could also marry whomever she wanted and seek a divorce if she pleased. Several famous Egyptian females even became pharaohs and ruled the country.

  Wealthy women had servants that helped around the house and they spent most of their free time managing the household help, organising parties, or running their own business. Women who were not so wealthy had to stay at home and do all the housework alone, and sometimes even help their husbands in the fields.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Children and Education

 

    

  Children in Ancient Egypt were cared for by their mother. During this time a strong notion of respect for mothers was instilled into children. When boys turned four, the father took over the discipline of the child. The children would usually accompany their fathers to work, in the fields or markets. They would attend local village schools where they learned the basic subjects of reading, writing, and mathematics. By the age of 14, sons of craftsmen or farmers would join their fathers in their trades and continue working in the family profession.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Boys of wealthier upper-class Egyptian families usually attended nicer schools, and after the age of 14 continued their education in specialised schools that provided training required for a government position or job at a temple.

  Girls were mostly taught by their mothers how to be good mothers and wives and take care of the home. Most noble careers were not available for women, and those who did want to work would usually train to be entertainers, bakers, or dancers. Only girls from wealthy families would receive proper education and even learn to read and write.

   

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Social Classes

 

    

  Egypt had several different classes of people. At the top of the societal pyramid were the pharaohs who were viewed as the living representations of the gods. They were the wealthiest and most cherished people in Egypt. Second to the pharaohs were the priests, government officials, and other rich people. Third in line in the social pyramid were the few people who could read and write hieroglyphics, the scribes. The rest of the 'lower' society was made up of merchants, farmers, and craftsmen.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Slaves were at the lowest level of the social pyramid. For a long time, people believed that slaves built the pyramids.

  However, modern historians claim that the people who worked on the pyramids were skilled craftsmen who were paid for their work and considered it a great honour to be employed by the pharaoh.

  Slaves were usually used as household help and not for any harsh or skilled labour.

 


    
  Sometimes, the people that worked on building the pyramids were paid in beer, about four litres per day.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Clothing and Make-up

 

    

  Ancient Egyptians were very spiritual, even about the simplest of things, and make-up was no exception. Cosmetics in ancient Egypt were not used as they are today. Make-up was not applied for aesthetic purposes, rather for practical and even spiritual reasons. This is why it was common for both Egyptian men and women to wear make-up.

  The eyes were usually painted green with a paste made from copper or a black paste that was made from lead. Originally eye make-up was used as protection from the sun. Many even believed that it had healing power.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Wealthy Egyptians normally wore very beautiful and extravagant wigs and headpieces. At party gatherings guests would place special perfumed wax cones on their wigs, and as time passed, the wax cone slowly melted down their wig making it look shiny and releasing a pleasant smell.

  Clothing both for the rich and the poor was typically made from linen. The rich men and women wore very fine, almost transparent, linen and decorated their outfits with as much jewellery as possible. Many Egyptian children did not wear clothes until their teen years as the constant hot climate made it unnecessary.

 


    
  Most Egyptian men and women, especially the rich, shaved their heads. They despised hair anywhere on the body and found it unhygienic. Instead they wore wigs, which also served as protection from the sun.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Entertainment

 

    

  As the majority of the Egyptian people lived near the Nile, naturally they were good swimmers and found entertainment in a diversity of water sports. Children especially enjoyed playing in the muddy soil, making balls of clay, and playing leapfrog. Toys made from wood were also common, as kids would even carve their own spinning tops and animal figurines that they could then pull by a string.

  Egyptians were known for their elaborate parties and sense for entertainment. Wealthy Egyptians often organised large parties with lots of food and wine, dancers, and musicians. Storytelling was also a big part of Egyptian culture, as well as the love of music.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  During free time, for both the rich and the poor, board games were the favourite choice of entertainment. The oldest board game in the world originated in Egypt; similar to chess, this game was called senet. The Egyptian word for senet means 'game of passing' as this game was said to represent the trip the dead took to reach the afterlife. Mancala was another popular board game and is still played around the world today.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Healt

 

    

  Many ancient civilisations were not so fortunate to have good medicine in their times, and health was quite poor; however, in ancient Egypt doctors were way ahead of their time. Medicine was believed to have been invented by ancient Egyptian doctors; they even had specialised tools that were used for surgery and dentistry. Doctors would commonly carry around 'first aid' kits like we have today. It is believed that they indeed were the first people to invent the procedure of sewing wounds together. Egyptians even had prosthetics for people who needed replacement limbs.

   

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Along with medicine, the doctors also relied on mixtures of herbs, and even magic, to heal people and prolong lives.

  The use of antibiotics did not become popular until the twentieth century, but unknowingly, ancient Egyptians had already been using them. The Egyptians would apply mouldy bread to wounds, which actually helped heal the wounds and prevent the spread of bacteria. Mould is now known to produce penicillin, a common modern-day antibiotic.

   

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Imhotep was King Djoser's advisor and said to be talented in many areas including medicine, architecture, and even philosophy. It was Imhotep who suggested for the first time that disease could be from a natural cause and not the will of the gods.
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    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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