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The wealthy pharaohs paid workers to build them majestic pyramids and tombs where their bodies and personal possessions could be buried. Everything from food to jewellery, and even their favourite board games, were buried in the tombs with the pharaohs.



		As much as Egyptians valued and embraced life, they prepared and looked forward to the afterlife. For the Egyptian people, death was not the end, but a time of transition into the afterlife and their revival. They truly believed in eternity, not just spiritually, but physically as well. This is why they devoted a lot of thought and preparation to their burial.



		AFTERLIFE
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		A sarcophagus is a coffin made from stone that is decorated with elaborate paintings and inscriptions.



		
The walls of the tombs were decorated with hieroglyphs and paintings, which were actually protection spells and instructions for the passage to the afterlife.



		Egyptians believed that everything that was buried with them would be available to them in the afterlife, including their body. So in order to preserve it well, the process of mummification was practiced. The body would be embalmed and wrapped in layers of linen, then placed in a sarcophagus. Every organ, except the heart, which they believed carried the human soul, was removed and placed in a jar called a canopic jar.
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		The ancient Egyptian King Tutankhamun is one of the most famous pharaohs today. He is known as the youngest ruler, having been only nine years old when he took the throne.



		
Pharaohs were very important in Egypt and were worshipped like gods, because indeed they were believed to be living representations of the Ancient Egyptian gods.



		The Ancient Egyptian civilisation is over 5,000 years old, but the title of ‘pharaoh’ was not used for Egyptian rulers until over 1,500 years later during the New Kingdom. Before this time, rulers were simply called kings.



		KINGS AND PHARAOHS
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In the Old Kingdom, pharaohs were buried in pyramids that were specially built for them, but many of these pyramids were getting vandalised and robbed, because the people could see exactly where they were located. To prevent this happening to them, the pharaohs of the New Kingdom decided to make tombs, which were harder to find; they began building their tombs in the Valley of the Kings, located in the city of Thebes.
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Also originally used by Osiris, the crook and flail symbolised great pharaonic power. The flail is a tool used in agriculture, so it represents the pharaoh’s role as provider of food for the people. The crook, which is used by shepherds to lead their cattle, symbolised the pharaoh’s role as the leader.



		Another symbolic piece worn by pharaohs was the false metallic beard, which was hooked behind the ears. Osiris, the god of the afterlife, was depicted as having a beard; therefore, to the pharaohs this symbol was purely religious.



		Pharaohs wore extravagant head garments called nemes. The striped headpiece was sometimes combined with a crown during special ceremonies, and it fundamentally symbolised the pharaoh’s power.



		THE
PHARAOHS’ GARMENTS
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The nameplate was made so that the deceased pharaoh’s soul would know where to find its body.



		Once a pharaoh passed away, and his tomb was decorated with appropriate hieroglyphs and stocked with items for the afterlife, a cartouche was also made. This served as a nameplate for the pharaoh, and it was written using hieroglyphic symbols.
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Born in 69 BCE, by the age of 18, when her father died, Cleopatra had to co-rule Egypt with her 10-year-old brother, Ptolemy. Ptolemy was not surrounded by very nice friends, and they convinced him that a woman should not rule Egypt, and that he should be the sole ruler. Ptolemy agreed and had his sister Cleopatra exiled, or kicked out of Egypt.



		The last pharaoh of Egypt, the legendary Cleopatra VII, was the first ruler of Egypt who was not Egyptian, she was actually of Macedonian-Greek descent. Cleopatra was a descendant of one of the generals of Alexander the Great who conquered Egypt.



		CLEOPATRA
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Caesar and Cleopatra lived together in Alexandria, got married, and had a son named Caesarion. In 44 BCE, Julius Caesar was assassinated by his own men, who had grown jealous and angry about his alliance with the queen of Egypt.



		Angered, Cleopatra went on to form an army in Syria, and she also wanted to get the help of the greatest general of that time, the famous Julius Caesar of Rome. To sneak past the guards, Cleopatra had a man wrap her up in bed sheets and deliver her to Caesar. As soon as he met her, Caesar was infatuated by Cleopatra and fell in love with her. Together, they defeated Ptolemy, and Cleopatra was queen again.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		The fascination with Cleopatra and her tragic death are made even more intriguing due to the fact that the tomb where she and Antony were buried has not been discovered to this day.



		
Octavian, Caesar’s great-nephew, was chosen as Caesar’s heir. Octavian wanted to be the most important man in Rome, like Caesar, but Marc Antony was already the leader. Antony and Octavian asked Cleopatra for help to avenge Caesar’s death. As soon as they met, Cleopatra and Antony fell in love and were soon living together and leading a very lavish and sometimes ridiculous life, which angered the Romans and Octavian. Octavian turned the Romans against Cleopatra and Antony, and went to battle against them. For unclear reasons, both Cleopatra and Antony took their own lives, and as Cleopatra wished, they were buried together.
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		The first pyramid built, the Step Pyramid, was originally surrounded by a large wall with 15 doors around it. Only one of the doors opened.



		
The first pyramid built was for King Djoser; this is known as the Step Pyramid which still stands today. The Step Pyramid was designed by King Djoser’s chief architect and physician, Imhotep.



		After the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt, civilisation greatly flourished and grew. This gave rise to much wealth, and pharaohs were able to bask in their luxury. Because they were very spiritual people and strongly believed in the afterlife, pharaohs had workers build them large extravagant tombs where their bodies would be laid to rest. During the first ruling period, known as the Old Kingdom, (2613 - 2181 BCE) pyramids were the choice for the king’s burial place.



		PYRAMIDS
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One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and the only one that still exists today, the Great Pyramid of Giza was built as a tomb for Egyptian king Khufu. This is why it is also known as the Pyramid of Khufu. Construction of the pyramid started in 2540 BCE and it took an amazing 23 years and 2.3 million blocks of stone to build it. Originally, the surface of the pyramid was covered with a layer of white limestone, which made the pyramid shine from the sunlight that reflected off of it, but a strong earthquake caused all the limestone to crumble to the ground. Some of this limestone was then later used to build mosques and monuments in Egypt.



		THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZA
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		For over 4,000 years, the Great Pyramid of Giza was the tallest structure in the world. It still remains the largest pyramid in Egypt, measuring a whopping 137 metres tall, and weighing almost six-and-a-half million tons! The base of the pyramid is so large that ten football fields could fit inside it.



		Despite being famous for its pyramids, having a total of 80 around the country, Egypt is not the country with the most pyramids. In fact, Sudan has almost twice as many pyramids!
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The primary fascination with the Sphinx has become its missing nose, and how it could have corroded despite the great quality of stone used. For many years people believed Napoleon and his army destroyed the nose, but this was disproved when sketches were found which portrayed the Sphinx without his nose. The sketches were from 60 years prior to Napoleon’s visit to Egypt.



		One of the grandest sculptures in the ancient world, the Great Sphinx was modelled after a mythological creature, with the head of a human and the body of a lion and is thought to represent the pharaoh Khafre. This is one of the monuments believed to have been made using the limestone from the Giza plateau. It wasn’t until 1905 that the full body of the statue was revealed when a large amount of sand that covered it was finally cleared away.



		THE GREAT SPHINX
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It is still unclear how the nose was destroyed, but an Egyptian historian from the fifteenth century wrote about a man named Muhammad Sa’im al-Dahr, who was angered that the people made offerings to the Great Sphinx, so he decided to demolish the monument; he was later executed for vandalism. There is still no concrete evidence to prove or disprove any reasons given for the missing nose, and it is likely to remain a mystery for many years to come.
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      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
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    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
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    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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As much as Egyptians valued and
embraced life, they prepared and
looked forward to the afterlife. For
the Egyptian people, death was not
the end, but a time of transition into
the afterlife and their revival. They
truly believed in eternity, not just
spiritually, but physically as well. This
is why they devoted a lot of thought
and preparation to their burial.

The wealthy pharaohs paid workers
to build them majestic pyramids
and tombs where their bodies and
personal possessions could be
buried. Everything from food to
jewellery, and even their favourite
board games, were buried in the
tombs with the pharaohs.
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