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		Once upon a time there lived a poor, silver-haired man who had three sons. While the two older sons stuck together through thick and thin, the youngest brother, Ashlad, was left out ... as little brothers often are.



	

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

		The years passed and the old man died. His two older sons set out into the world to start a life of their own. Meanwhile, as usual, poor little Ashlad was left out.
“You’re far too young to come with us,” the older boys exclaimed. “You’re fit for nothing but poking the fire’s ashes.”
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		With this, the older boys went out into the world on their own, without their little brother, Ashlad. Both brothers went to work for the king. One was appointed as an assistant to the palace stagecoach, the other as a helper to the royal gardener.
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While his brothers went out into the great big world, Ashlad set out too, but he didn’t leave home empty-handed. Ashlad loved his parents dearly and would never leave home without the one thing they had left in their home ... a large kneading-trough in which his mother would knead their daily bread.
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Ashlad carried the heavy kneading-trough as far as he could, until he desperately needed to rest. He stopped by the castle steps and begged his brothers to let him stay. They weren’t very keen on having their little brother tag along, but he pleaded so hard that they couldn’t help but accept. He was given a job working in the kitchen, carrying the wood and water for the kitchen maid.
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		Ashlad was so kind and so eager to help that it wasn’t long before everyone in the palace came to like him very much. Because of this, Ashlad was paid well and was treated even better. The two older brothers weren’t very friendly, and in fact were not very well-liked at all. They were very, very jealous of their brother.
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		Just outside the palace gates, across the great royal lake, there lived a troll. Every sunny spring day, the king would look out longingly from the palace balcony at the seven silver ducks that swam to and fro in the lake. Oh, how the king loved those silver ducks! But they did not belong to him ... they belonged to the troll.
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The two elder brothers hatched a plan. They told the coachman, “You know, our brother has told us many times that he could easily snatch those seven silver ducks for the king’s pleasure.” As palace gossip goes, it wasn’t very long before the coachman just had to tell the king what he had learnt.
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		“Young lad,” said the king, “your brothers tell me you can get me those seven fine silver ducks.”
“Um, with all due respect, sir, I never said such a thing!”
The king was already very pleased at the thought of finally owning these seven silver ducks. He replied: “That’s what I was told, and that is exactly what you will do.” Never the one to cause a stir, Ashlad asked for a bushel of rye and wheat. He would do the best he could to retrieve the ducks for the king.
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		Ashlad tossed the wheat and rye into the back of his kneading-trough and rowed across the great royal lake. Once he got to the other side, he sprinkled the wheat along the bank, drawing the ducks slowly into his trough. When the ducks finally climbed aboard, Ashlad sped away as quick as his little arms could row!
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When Ashlad and the ducks reached the middle of the great lake, the troll came out from his house. “Hello!” he roared. “Are you the fellow who has taken my seven silver ducks?”
“Yes,” Ashlad said.
“Will you be back soon?” asked the troll.
“It’s very likely,” Ashlad replied, unsure of what else to say.
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		When Ashlad returned with the seven silver ducks, not only did the brothers realise that their plan had backfired, but that everyone loved Ashlad all the more. But the brothers had one more trick up their sleeve. So just as before, they spun an imaginary tale to the coachman. This time, they told him that Ashlad would be able to steal the troll’s bed quilt made of silver and gold patches. And as palace gossip goes, the coachman quickly spilled the beans again. Ashlad was told to get the quilt ... or it would be off with his head.
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		Again, Ashlad rowed over in his kneading-trough and waited for the perfect moment. Suddenly from behind the bank the troll came out from his cave once more. He hung the bed quilt out to dry and then scurried back inside. Ashlad ran up as fast as can be and grabbed the wet quilt. Carrying it back to the trough, Ashlad rowed away as quickly as he could.
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Just as before, the troll came out as Ashlad was rowing away. “Hello!” roared the troll. “It is you again, the one who took my seven silver ducks.”
“Yes,” said Ashlad. “And now you are taking my bed quilt?”
“Yes,” said Ashlad.
“Will you come back again?” he asked.
“It’s very likely,” replied Ashlad.
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So the brothers thought up another plan. “Oh, coachman!” cried the brothers. “Our wonderful brother has said that he can get the king a gold harp to match his seven silver ducks and his gold and silver bed quilt.”



		The brothers were amazed that Ashlad had returned with the gold and silver bed quilt. They were also even angrier that everyone now loved Ashlad even more. To top it all, the king had also made Ashlad his personal servant.
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As usual, the coachman ran straight to the king and recounted what he had heard. The king then offered Ashlad half of his kingdom and his daughter’s hand in marriage if he took on the task. And if he didn’t? He would lose his life. “I never said such a thing” said Ashlad. “But if you give me six days to think it over, I will consider it.”
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		Ashlad thought long and hard, and decided to accept the challenge. Under the cloak of darkness, he packed his pockets with a ten penny nail, a birch-pin and a waxen taper end. He then rowed across the great lake. He walked down the steep bank that led to the troll’s cave and walked back and forth in front of it as stealthily as he possibly could. But the troll saw him immediately.
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		“Aha!” he roared. “Is it you who took my seven silver ducks?”
“Yes,” said Ashlad.
“And you who took my bed quilt?” the troll asked.
“Yes,” said Ashlad. So at once the troll grabbed hold of Ashlad and thrust him into the cave onto the rocks.
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		The troll and his daughter planned to cook Ashlad to make him pay for all he had taken from them. They locked him in a fattening coop and fed him only the best meats and drinks for eight days and nights. On the ninth day the troll sent his daughter down to bite his little finger to see if he was fat enough yet to make a tasty morsel.
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		But instead Ashlad stuck out his ten penny nail. The troll’s daughter couldn’t see very well. “Oh, Father! This boy is like iron, still. He’s just not ready yet.” After another eight days had passed, she went down to test his finger once more. Ashlad stuck out the ten penny nail again. “Father, he’s a little better, but still not ready” she said.
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Eight days later, the troll’s daughter snarled, “Stick out your little finger!”
Once again, Ashlad presented the ten penny nail but the troll’s daughter bit through it.
“Aha! Now you will make a fine feast!” So with that, the troll set out to tell all his guests about the delightful dinner in store for them. In the meantime, his daughter would boil Ashlad for the feast of a lifetime.
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As the troll left, his daughter brought a big black cauldron. But she didn’t know how to light a fire.
Ashlad came up with an idea “Oh, miss!” he said. “It will take you far too long to light that fire by yourself. Let me help you.” The troll’s daughter tried to light the fire once more, but failed so she agreed. Soon Ashlad got the fire under the cauldron burning.
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		“I think it is just about ready,” said Ashlad. “Maybe we should check to see if it’s hot enough?”
Eager to get cooking, the troll’s daughter said yes. But just as she got close enough, Ashlad pushed her into the cauldron. She tried to jump out but she couldn’t. Ashlad rushed outside and found a dress on the washing line. He slipped into it, pretending to be the troll’s daughter. He went back inside and waited for the troll to return.
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		“Why, what’s the matter?” asked the troll upon his return. “Aren’t you going to have some of this tasty feast?”
“No, Father.” said Ashlad. “ I am feeling blue today.”
“Blue?” asked the troll. “ Don’t be blue! Just go and get the golden harp. That always cheers you up.”
Ashlad hopped to his feet and didn’t need to be told twice. He picked up the harp and began to play a song ... right out of the front door.
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As soon as he was outside, he quickly shed the dress, hopped into the kneading-trough and sped away with the harp in tow just as he had planned.
“Hello there!” roared the troll from the bank. “Is it you who stole my seven silver ducks, who took my bed quilt and now has taken my golden harp? Didn’t I swallow you all up?”
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“Well, yes and no,” said Ashlad. “Yes, it is I who took your seven silver ducks and who has taken your bed quilt and harp. But it is not I that you have eaten.”
Realising what had just happened, the troll looked down to the ground and saw his daughter’s dress. He had eaten his own daughter! At once the troll burst and Ashlad returned to the cave one last time to take away all the silver and gold he could hold.
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The spoils of Ashlad’s journey brought the king a golden harp, but it also earned Ashlad a princess bride, half a kingdom and a kneading-trough full of silver. And his brothers? Ashlad treated them well, for he still believed they had meant to bring him good fortune. And Ashlad lived happily ever after, whilst his brothers lived rather less happily so.
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    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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